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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
SraTE oF THE SKILLED LABOUR MarKET. 


The following memorandum has been communicated to the 
Board of Trade Journal by the Labour Department of the Board 
of Trade :— 

The labour market during March has been a good deal disturbed 
by disputes, of which no fewer than 100 lave broken out during 
the month, chiefly, however, of a limited and purely local 
character. Judged by the returns. from trade societies, the state 
of employment appears to show a slight backward tendency 
during the month, but it is to be noted that the last week of 
March (to which these returns relate) was Easter week. On the 
whole there has been an upward movement of wages during the 
month. 

In the 45 trade societies, with an aggregate membership of 
355,625, making returns, 23,044 (or 6°5 per cent.) are reported 
as unemployed at the end of March, compared with 63 per cent. 
in the 43 societies making returns for February,* and 7:0 per 
cent. in the 37 societies from which returns were received for 
January. 

Coal Mining.—Information received from collieries employing 
279,000 persons, shows that the average number of days worked 
by these cellieries during March was 203, compared with 20} 
inFebruary. This is equivalent to 5°1 days per week in February, 
and 4-7 days per week in March. In March, however, the 
average was somewhat lowered by the Easter holidays. If Good 
Friday and Easter Monday were excluded, the average number 
of days worked in March would be about 5 per week. 

The Shipbuilding industry, as ju ged merely by the proportion 
of unemployed, shows a slight falling off, the percentage of 
unemployed members of unions connected with this trade having 
risen from 12°5 to 13°3. On the whole, however, the prospects of 
the trade appear brighter. . 


* Owing to an error in one of the returns as incorporated in last month’s statistics 
of employment the percentage of unemployed members of unions was wrongly stated 
last month as 5°6 instead of 6°3. ‘The error considerably affects the figures for the 
aealding trade, in which the percentage of unemployed should have been 12°5 
instead of 
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In the Pig Iron trade employment is good in the Cleveland 
district, but elsewhere many blast-furnace men are out of work, 
though there are prospects of revival. The chief branches of the 
steel trade are fairly good. The Engineering and Metal trades 
have not maintained the improvement reported last month, owing, 
to some extent, to local wages disputes. ‘The percentage of 
unemployed in unions connected with these trades has risen from 
87 to 91. 

A. marked improvement is noticeable in the Building trades, 
due largely to seasonal causes and the exceptionally fine weather. 
All branches, with the exception of the plumbers, report favour- 
ably, and the percentage of unemployed in unions making returns 
has fallen from to 3:5. 

An improvement has also taken place in the Furnishing and 
Woodworking trades. The percentage of unemployed in unions 
connected with these trades has fallen from 5°8 to 4°2. 

Little or no improvement is observable in the state of employ- 
ment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades, and the outlook for 
employment is not good. The percentage of unemployed in 
the various unions has fallen from 5°8 to 5:4. 

The bespoke Tailoring trade is reported as busy, but a falling 
oft is observable in the ready-made branch. Full time (or even 
overtime) is being generally worked in the chief centre of the 
Boot and Shoe trade. 

The Cotton mills of Lancashire are generally working full time, 


but in some districts stoppages have taken place owing to disputes. 
The Wool and Worsted trade in the Bradford and Huddersfield 
district continues depressed, short time being worked. 

The Carpet, Hosiery, and Silk trades remain quiet as a rule, 
but the improvement noted in the Lace trade last month has been 
maintained. 

The number of Seamen shipped during the month at the 
principal ports was greater than in March 1893 by over 6 per 
cent. ; but the supply of men at most of the ports is still reported 
to be greater than the demand. The Fishery industry, judged by 
the value of the fish caught, has been above the average for this 
time of the year at most of the great fishing ports, except 
Plymouth, Yarmouth, and Milford, where there has been a falling- 
’ off. Dock and Riverside workers have not been so well employed 
in London and Liverpool as in February. In Glasgow employ- 
ment has been good, and in Hull moderate. 

The state of employment for Agricultural labour has somewhat 
improved during the month, owing to seasonal causes, and at the 
March ae fairs in the North wages were maintained or rose 
slightly. ant of employment is still reported in Essex, and 


wages in the Eastern counties have not regained the amount by 
which they were reduced last autumn. 

The disputes of the month show a remarkable increase, 100 
having been noted, compared with 57 last month, and 37 in 
March 1893. Of these 23 arose in the textile trades, 17 in 
mining, 16 in shipbuilding, 14 in the building trades, 11 in the 

trades, 5 in the clothing trades, 3 in connection with 
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seafaring and dock labour, and the remaining 11 in miscellaneous 
industries. 

Particulars obtained with regard to 76 of these disputes show 
that the number of persons engaged was 12,432. Twenty-two 
of these disputes affecting 3,672 persons, together with 21 other 
disputes, affecting about 1,600 persons which began before March, 
were known to be still in progress at the end of the month. On 
the other hand, 8 disputes, involving 1,106 persons, which began 
before March, were brought to a settlement during the month. 

The most important disputes were a strike of 1,490 iron- 
moulders on the North-East coast for an advance of wages which 
is still unsettled, and a strike for a rise of wages in the ship- 
Juilding trade at Belfast, affecting nearly 1,800 persons, 


OFFICIAL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BorLeER Exprostons Act. 


Boiler Explosion at Pershore.—A formal investigation was held 
at the Guildhall, Worcester, on the 19th and 20th March, into 
the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler or generator 
at the Atlas Works, Pershore, on the 25th January last, whereby 
two lives were lost. 

Particulars of a motor were introduced into this country by a 
German inventor, the motive power or force being supplied by the 
gases resulting from the mutual decomposition of the salt known 
as ammonium nitrate and a hydro-carbon. 

The invention was taken up by a syndicate, who advanced 
money to the inventor to enable him to complete the invention. 
Owing, however, to other engagements, the inventor failed to 
complete the invention, and the particulars of it, with the engines 
and generator were forwarded to the Atlas Works for this 
purpose. They were then entrusted to a fitter to carry out 
experiments from time to time. 

The generator was fitted with a pressure gauge and a safety- 
valve loaded to blow oft at a pressure of 65 lbs. per square inch. 

Experiments were carried out from time to time, but they were 
unsuccessful, and on the 25th January the generator exploded. 
It was blown into small fragments, and the fitter and his son, who 
was assisting him, were both killed. 

The court found that the explosion was due to the sudden 
explosion of gas in the generator, the metal of which it was 
composed (gun metal } inch thick) having become reduced in 
strength owing to the heat to which it had from time to time 
been subjected, not only from a gas burner 44 ins. in diameter, 
by which it was heated externally, but also from the decomposi- 
tion of the mixture of nitrate of ammonia and petroleum in the 
generator. 

They found that this mixture was liable to flash off or to 
explode suddenly when the temperature to which the generator 
was heated exceeded 500° F., and that the safety valve was 
insufficient to relieve the pressure. That the mixture was 
exceedingly dangerous to use, as no useful result could be obtained 
from it until it was on the verge of danger from explosion. 
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The court were of opinion that the particulars of the invention 
as drawn up by the inventor and as furnished to the owners of the 
Atlas Works, did not contain sufficient information to enable a 
mechanic to appreciate the danger of experimenting with the 
motor, that these experiments should not have been undertaken 
without the advice and assistance of a trained chemist, and that 
some measure of blame attached to the owners of the Atlas Works 
for entrusting these experiments to a fitter who had no knowledge 
of chemistry. 

The court made no order as to costs. 

Boiler Explosion at Field Dalling, Norfolk.—A formal investi- 
gation was held at Walsingham on the 10th March into the 
circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at Field Dalling, 
mn on the 13th February last, whereby two persons were 
injured. 

The boiler, a vertical one, was used for supplying steam to an 
engine which drove agricultural machinery. It was retubed and 
examined in 1889, but since that time it was not examined by any 
competent person. The fire-box plate had wasted from its 
original thickness, 3 inch, to =‘, inch at the point of fracture. 

The court found that the explosion was owing to the plate of 
the fire-box having become reduced by corrosion on the fire side 
until it was unfit to be worked at any useful working pressure. 
They found that the owner was to blame for working the boiler 
without having it periodically examined by a competent person, 
and they ordered him to pay the sum of 15/. towards the costs 
and expenses of the investigation. 


Boiler Explosion at Almondsbury.—A formal investigation was 
held at the Local Marine Board Room, Bristol, on the 6th April, 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at the 
Lower Court Farm, Almondsbury, Gloucestershire, on the 25th 
February last. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was purchased by the 
farmer in 1884 at an auction. It was used for supplying steam 
to a small engine which drove machinery used for agricultural 
purposes. 

The owner appears to have considered that so long as the 
boiler was kept supplied with water, and the safety-valve was 
free, no other precautions were necessary to ensure that the boiler 
was being worked under safe conditions. 

The boiler was never examined at any time since 1884, and 
the pressure was increased or decreased by manipulating the nut 
on the safety-valve spindle as occasion required. 

On the 25th February, whilst the boiler was being worked at 
a pressure of about 40 lbs., it exploded. It was projected over a 
barn, and fell at a distance of about 40 yards from its original 
position. 

Part of the fire-box at the point of fracture was found to have 
wasted to the thickness of brown parer. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the fire-box 
having become so reduced by corrosion as to be unable to with- 
stand any steam pressure. 
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That the owner took no measures to ensure that the boiler 
was being worked under safe conditions, and that he was to blame 
for the explosion. 

The Court ordered the owner to pay the sum of 15/. towards 
the costs and expenses of the investigation. 


THe ALCOHOLIC STRENGTH OF IMPORTED Spirits. 


The West India Committee of Billiter House, London, E.C.. 
having requested that a statement should be inserted in the 
Board of Trade Journal of the method adopted in the Customs 
department of ascertaining the true alcoholic strength of spirits 
to which sweetening, colouring, or other matter interfering with 
the free action of the hydrometer has been added, the Board of 
Customs state that they have found that the correct strength of 
spirit such as rum, in which colouring or sweetening matter is 

resent, cannot be ascertained by Sykes’s hydrometer without 

rst distilling the spirit, and that, under the law as it now stands, 
the Customs resort to distillation in the first instance for the 
purpose of ascertaining the true alcoholic strength of such spirits 
by Sykes’s hydrometer. 


ACCESSION OF GREAT BRITAIN TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
SANITARY CONVENTION. 


The text of the International Sanitary Convention signed at 


Dresden on the i5th April 1893, together with the protocol 
recording the accession of Great Britain, ratifications bein 
deposited at Berlin on the 1st February 1894, has been print 
as a Parliamentary Paper—Treaty Series No. 4.—[C.—7304.] 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, 


India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such percons as may be willing 
to supply :— 

1, Cast-iron sleepers. 

2. Goods waggons, &c. 

3. Wrought-iron spikes for rails. 
4, Pumps, hand-power. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 o'clock p.m. on 
Tuesday the 17th April 1894 for Nos. 1 and 3, and on Tuesday the 
24th April 1894 for Nos. 2 and 4, after which times respectively no 
tender will be received. 


Boarp oF TRADE AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Mr. 
Alexis L. Markakov, master of the steamship “ Rossia” of 
Odessa, in recognition of his humanity and kindness to the ship- 
wrecked crew of the steamship “ Ravenshoe” of Cardiff, which 
was abandoned in the Black Sea on the 5th January 1894. 
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The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to Mr. 
Emile Bihan, master of the French steamship “ Biscaye,” of La 
Rochelle, in recognition of his humanity and kindness to the ship- 
wrecked crew of the steamship “‘ Allonby,” of Cardiff, which. 
foundered off Ushant on the 11th January last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded their bronze medal for 

llantry in saving life at sea, and a sum of 1/. each to Alfred 

lulow, 2nd hand, Robert Wilson, 3rd hand, and Arthur Holmes,. 
4th hand, of the smack “ Mercury,” of Yarmouth, in recognition 
of their services in rescuing the shipwrecked crew of the smack 
¢ Majestic,” of London, which was abandoned in the North Sea, 
on the 12th February last. 


TENDERS FOR Works IN Ecypt. 


An intimation has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the Foreign Office to the effect that the time allowed for the 
construction of the railway bridge over the Nile at Nag Abou- 
Hamadi, a notice of which appeared in the newspapers of the 
2nd March last, is from 26 to 30 months. 


Principat Contents OF THE “ LaBouR GAZETTE” FOR 
APRIL, 
State of Employment, General. State of Employment in 
London. State of Employment in Provinces. Eight Hours’ Day 


in War Office Establishments. State of Mining Industry. 
Conciliation in the Coal Trade. Experimental Eight Hours’ Day. 
Regulation of Apprenticeship System. Ship-building in Progress. 
Agricultural Labour in Mand. Russian Jews in Argentina. 
New Industrial Organisations in 1893. Nationality of Vessels 
lost. Railway Servants’ Hours of Labour. Co-operation in 
March. Labour Cases in March, Changes in Rates of Wages. 
and Hours of Labour in March. Trade Disputes in March. 
Industrial Accidentsin March. Industrial Prosecutions in March. 
Pauperism Statistics in March. State of Employment of Seamen 
in March, The Fishing Industry in March. New Mines and 
Minesabandoned. Production of Pig Ironin March, Production: 
of Pig Iron in 1893. Work of Labour Bureaux in March. 
Foreign Trade and Miscellaneous Notes. Labour in Foreign. 
Countries. Labour in the Colonies, Unemployed in New: 
Zealand. 


IIl—IMPORTS OF HAY INTO THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


With reference to previous notifications in the Board of Trade 
Journal, the following statement of the quantity of hay imported 
into the United Kingdom during the month of March, and the 
three months ended 31st March last, together with the cor- 
responding figures for 1893, has been prepared from particulars. 
supplied to the Board of Trade by Her Majesty’s Customs :— 
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Three Months ended 
Month of March Bist March 
Countries. 

1894. | 1893. 1894, | 1893. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Russia, North ~ - 6,308 | _ 19,690 — 

Sweden - - — | 131 _ 131 
Norway - - - 537 | 19 1,523 314 
Denmark - - 1,143 682 2,203 952 
Germany . - 677 90 1,151 590 
Holland - - 2,304 2,361 5,389 4,207 
Belgium - . 400 24 989 65 
France - - - 1,018 328 1,414 398 

in | 39 _ 

Turkey, European - 37 | 103 

» Asiatic - 542 _ 
ria ~ - - 190 25 | 190 185 

Cape of Good Hope 1 — 

New Zealand - - — — | 22 -- 
Canada - = 3,151 877 | 5,163 1,598 

Newfoundland - - 10 — | 10 _ 
United States, Atlantic - | 24,479 8,032 58,375 18,425 

hili - 640 -- 1,891 
Argentine Republic - 104 | 955 | 469 4,275 
41,132 13,524 | 99,844 31,140 

Deduct to correct — 
Argentine Republic - — 1,050 —- 1,050 
| 
*Total 41,132 | 12,474 | 99,844 | 30,090 
| | 


The total quantity of hay imported into the United Kingdom 
in the year 1893 amounted to 263,050 tons. 


II.—CORRESPONDENCE RELATIVE TO THE 
PAYMENT OF INCREASED RAILWAY RATES. 


The following correspondence has taken place between the 
Board of Trade and the Railway Companies’ Association relative 
to the payment of increased railway rates :— 


R. 796. 25th January 1894. 


‘ Raitway Canat TrarFric Act, 1888. 
IR, 
I am directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you 
herewith, for the information of the Railway Companies’ Associa- 
tion, a copy of resolutions adopted at a general meeting of the 
Mansion House Association on Railway and Canal Traffic held 
on the 16th instant, which have been brought under their notice 
by the Association. 

With reference to the second resolution urging the Board of 
Trade “to request the railway companies to abstain from con- 
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“ tinuing the pressure complained of, or causing inconvenience 
“ to traders by closing their ledger accounts.” 

I am directed to state that the Board of Trade would be glad 
to receive an assurance that the railway companies are prepared 
tu adopt such steps as they can properly take in order to meet 
the wishes of the traders in this respect, pending the decision of 
Parliament upon the recommendation on this part of the question 
contained in the Report of the Select Committee on Railway 
Rates and Charges. 

I am, &c., 
Sir H. Oakley, (Signed) Francis J. 8. Hopwoop. 

King’s Cross Station, N. 

The second resolution referred to in this letter is as follows :— 

‘«‘ That, having regard to the terms of the Report of the Select 
Committee, and to the pressure now being put by the railway 
companies on traders to obtain payment of the increased charges 
made since January Ist, 1893 (notwithstanding the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee that the reasonableness of these new rates 
should be subject to an appeal to the Board of Trade or the 
Railway Commissioners), the Government be called upon to 
initiate legislation at the earliest possible moment for the purpose 
of removing the grievances which traders and agriculturists of the 
country now experience, and the Board of Trade be urged to 
request the railway companies to abstain from continuing the 
pressure complained of, or causing inconvenience to traders by 
closing their ledger accounts.” 


The Railway Companies’ Ascociation, 
2658. King’s Cross Station, London, N., 
March 6th, 1894. 


RaAILWay AND Canau TraFFic Act, 1888, 
IR, 

I BEG to inform you that I have laid before the Railway 
Companies’ Association your letter of the 25th January last, 
transmitting a copy of resolutions adopted by the Mansion House 
Association on Railway and Canal Traffic, with especial reference 
to the “pe pressure exercised by railway companies to compel 
payment of increased charges made since January Ist, 1893. 

I am directed to state in reply that the Association are not 
aware of any action taken by railway companies, either by 
closing any traffic account, or by legal proceedings, which justifies 
the apprehensions expressed in the resolutions. 

The railway companies gave assurances to the Board of Trade 
a year ago that no increased rates which prejudicially affected 
trade or agriculture would be insisted upon. They have 
uniformly acted upcn these assurances, and although they have 
endeavoured to settle differences with their customers, which 
endeavours.I am glad to say have been largely successful, they 
have taken no action to compel payment of rates still remaining 
under discussion. 
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It is right, however, that the Board of Trade should know 
that the deductions or retentions made by traders have not been 
limited to the increases of rates. In some cases (not; I believe, 
very numerous) the whole accounts remain unpaid; in many 
others, an arbitary percentage of the total amount has been 
withheld; in others, payments on account have been made, 
leaving balances greatly in excess of the increases of rates. 

The railway companies, while admitting that increases of rates 
over the amounts in 1892 are open to discussion and adjustment, 
cannot reasonably be expected to abstain, in the cases mentioned 
above, from enforcing payment of moneys undoubtedly due to 
them. 

The Association have carefully considered the report of 
Mr. Shaw Lefevre’s Committee, and while not admitting the 
_ justice of some of the strictures upon their action (which appear 
to them to make insufficient allowance for the difficulties 
surrounding the revision), they are prepared, with a view to 
removing any legitimate ground of complaint, to give effect to 
the recommendation of the Committee, that where rates have 
been increased by the 1893 revision, the reasonableness of such 
increases should be eubject to the decision of the railway 
commissioners, where an amicable settlement cannot be effected. 

The Association are advised that this course can be adopted 
without fresh legislation, as the arbitration jurisdiction of the 
railway commissioners enables them to hear and determine such 
questions by consent of the parties and of the Court. 

The railway companies would be willing that any such 
proceedings before the railway commissioners should be without 
costs on either side. 

The companies hope that the Board of Trade, and the traders 
generally, will. accept the course indicated as a reasonable solution 
of the present difficulty. They have shown by the reductions 
voluntarily made on the representation of traders that they do 
not seek or desire to insist upon increased rates which are shown 
to be unreasonable or prejudicial to business, and guided by the 
expericnce already acquired, they confidently believe that the 
rates remaining unsettled may in the great majority of instances 
be fairly adjusted by direct conference and agreement with their 
customers, and that comparatively few questions will remain for 
formal decision. 


Iam, &e., 
To the Assistant Secretary, (Signed) H. Oak ey, 
(Railway Department), Hon, Sec. Railway Association, 


Board of Trade, S.W. 


R 2658. Board of Trade, 
Sir, 14th March, 1894, 
I am directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, in which you inform 
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them that you have laid before your Association their letter of 
the 25th January last, transmitting a copy of resolutions adopted 
by the Mansion House Association on Railway and Canah 
Traffic with special reference to the alleged pressure exercised 
by railway companies to compel payment of increased charges 
made since Ist January 1893. 

The Board are glad to learn that your Association are not 
aware of any action taken by railway companies either by closing 
any traffic account or by legal proceedings which justifies the 
apprehension expressed in those resolutions, and note that the 
assurances given by the railway companies to this Board a year 
ago that no increased rates which prejudicially affect trade or 
agriculture will be insisted upon have been uniformly acted upon. 


You inform them that the companies have been largely 
successful in settling differences with their customers in respect 
to increased rates, and that where they have not been able to 
make arrangements, no action has been taken by the companies 
to compel payment of rates still remaining under discussion. 


The Board are not prepared to press the railway companies to 
abstain from enforcing payment of monies due to them, either in 
those cases in which the whole accounts of traders remain unpaid, 
or in those where a deduction of an arbitrary percentage much in: 
excess of any increase in rates has been claimed. 


The Board observe with satisfaction that the Association are 
prepared to give immediate effect, as far as they can, to the 
recommendations of Mr. Shaw Lefevre’s Committee, and are 
willing to submit, for the decision of the Railway Commissioners, 
cases in which the reasonableness of rates increased by the revision 
of 1893 is canvassed by traders, and where an amicable settlement 
cannot be effected. 

The Board will be happy to take the earliest opportunity of 
bringing this offer to the notice of the Mansion House Associa- 
tion, and will further point out that the railway companies are 
willing that any proceedings of this description before the- 
Commissioners shall be instituted and maintained without a 
liability for costs on either side. 

While the Board do not doubt that the offer of the Railway 
Association will do much to expedite an early settlement of 
pending cases, they are unable to concur in the view that the 
proposed arrangement will make fresh legislation unnecessary. 

The Board are of opinion that the recommendations of the- 
Select Committee must receive further sanction and validity than 
that which they obtain by an arrangement of the description: 
proposed, and they have reason to doubt whether the Railway 
Commissioners would be justified in undertaking arduous and 
responsible duties, foreign to their existing jurisdiction, without 
the express mandate of an Act of Parliament. 

The Board have recently been moved tu give effect to the 
recommendations of the Select Committee by the introduction of 
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a Bill, and they feel it their duty to propose legislation, not only 
to satisfy the promises made to the Mansion House Association. 
and to traders generally, but in order to fulfil what they believe: 
to be the objects of the Select Committee and to give full and. 
entire effect to the recommendations contained in their report. 
I an, &c., 
The Secretary, (Signed) BOYLE. 
Railway Companies’ Association, 
King’s Cross Station, N. 


The Great Northern Railway, 
R. 3605. General Manager’s Office, 
King’s Cross Station, London, N. 
Sir, March 28th, 1894. 

I Beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th. 
instant, and, as upon two points the Board of Trade appear to have- 
misunderstood the views expressed in my letter of the 6th instant, 
I trouble you with a further explanation. 

You state that, “ while the Board do not doubt that the offer of 
“ the Railway Association will do much to expedite an early 
“ settlement of pending cases, they are unable to concur in the 
* view that the proposed arrangement will make fresh legislation: 
unnecessary.” 

T desire to point out that no such view was expressed by the: 
Association, but it was shown that the present jurisdiction of the 
Railway Commissioners enabled them, if they were willing to do. 
so, and the parties desired it, to hear and determine the questions. 
which, according to the report of the Select Committee, are to be. 
submitted to them, and progress could therefore be made without 
waiting for legislation. 

The proposal of the Association was made solely with the- 
object of bringing about a speedy and reasonable settlement of 
the present controversy as to what increases of rates are reason- 
able, and was not intended to affect in any degree the action of 
Parliament. 

You further state that the Board of Trade have reason to doubt 
whether the Railway Commissioners would be justified in under-- 
taking arduous and responsible duties “foreign to their existing. 
jurisdiction” without the express mandate of Parliament. 

It appears clear that the proposed duties are within the existing 
jurisdiction of the ‘Commissioners as arbitrators, and although 
their own consent to acting as arbitrators is necessary, the Asso-. 
ciation are informed that such consent has never been withheld 
when asked, since the formation of the Commission in 1873, 

The Association note the intended action of the Board of Trade 
in Parliament, as expressed in your letter, but they trust that, 
, independently of this action, the powerful influence of the 

oard will be exercised in favour of, and not, as they fear from 
your letter, adversely to, the prompt settlement of differences. 
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between railway companies and traders upon the basis proposed 
in my letter of the 6th instant. 
I am, &c., 


Sir Courtenay Boyle, K.C.B. (Signed) H. Oakrey, 
(Railway Department), 
Board of Trade. 


R. 3605. Board of Trade, 
Sir, 31st March 1894. 

I am directed by the Board of Trade to reply to your 
letter of the 28th instant, and to thank you for the further 
explanation of the views of your Association. 

he Board fully appreciated that the proposal of the Associa- 
tion was made with the object of bringing about a speedy 
settlement of the present controversy as to what increases of 
rates are reasonable, and, to enable the traders to avail themselves 
of the offer, the Board furnished the secretary of the Mansion 
House Association with a copy of the correspondence on the 19th 
instant. 

The influence of the Board of Trade has been and will be 
exercised in favour of a prompt and reasonable settlement of 
differences between the railway companies and traders, and I am 
to express a hope that the railway companies and traders will take 
such steps as are open to them to settle pending cases without 
waiting for the adoption of the proposed legislation. 

Iam, &c., 
Sir Henry Oakley, (Signed) Courtenay BOoyYLe. 

Railway Companies’ Association, 

King s Cross Station, N. 


IV.—THE RUSSO-GERMAN COMMERCIAL TREATY. 


Sir E. B. Malet, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 24th February, trans- 
mits a Parliamentary paper which contains, in addition to the 
Russo-German Commercial Treaty and appendices, a memo- 
randum explanatory of the Treaty. Sir E. Malet encloses a 
précis, by Mr. Gosselin, of Part I. of this document, giving 
an historical summary of the negotiations which preceded the 
signature of the treaty and explaining the reasons which have 
induced the Iimperial Goverament to consent to the reduction of 
the duty on Russian grain of all kinds by very large amounts. 
The précis referred to reads as follows :— 

A memorandum has been presented to the Bundesrath and 
Reichstag by the Imperial Government, explanatory of the 
Russo-Geiman Commercial Treaty, signed on the 10th inst. 
(February). 
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The following is a summary of Part I. of this document :— . 
The confederated governments anticipated that the Commercial 
Treaties concluded in 1891 with Austria—Hungary, Italy, 
Belgium, and Switzerland would not only advance the trade - 
interests of the empire with those states, but would form the starting 
point of improved commercial relations with other countries. 

This expectation has to a certain extent been already realised 
by the su uent commercial treaties with Spain, Roumania, 
and Servia. 

Russia then remained the one great European state which had. 
no commercial treaty with Germany. 

For many years past Russia has maintained an autonomous 
commercial policy and, with the exception of certain treaties 
affecting only the Grand-Duchy of Finland, she had refused to 
make any tariff treaties with other states. Russia has thus had 
a free hand, and by continually increasing her import duties has 
been able to close the Russian markets more and more to foreign 
industry. The consequence of this Fed was that German 
importations into Russia (including Finland), which in 188¢ 
amounted to 215,000,000 marks (10,750,000/.), had fallen in 
1887 to 124,000,000 marks (6,200,000/). In the following years 
there was a slight improvement, due to the exchange on the 
rouble, but this was met by a further increase of the import 
duties, which again brought down the value of the German 
importations into Russia. e highly protectionist tariff of 1891 
may be regarded as the high watermark of this Customs policy, 
and the trade returns of this country show that German imports 
into Russia fell in 1891 to 145,000,000 marks (7,250,000/.), and in 
1892 to 129,000,000 marks (6,450,0007,). 

Under these circumstances the readiness of the Russian 
government to give up their tariff autonomy, and to conclude a 
treaty with Germany on the basis of the most-favoured-nation 
treatment, indicated a significant change in the customs policy 
of the neighbouring empire. 

The first exchange of views, however, did not lead to an 
understanding. When Russia applied to German trade her 
maximum tariff in August last, Germany replied by levying on 
Russian imports an additional 50 per cent. on the rates fixed by 
the tariff of July 15th, 1879. The Russian answer to this 
measure was the imposition of an additional 50 per cent. to her 
maximum tariff, and an increase in the tonnage dues levied on 
German shipping from 10 kopecks to 1 rouble the load (2 tons). 

These regulations, subsequently extended by both states to 
Finland, are still in force. 

The negotiations were after a short interval renewed, and 
it appeared that Russia’s great object was to obtain most- 
favoured-nation treatment for her agricultural produce imported 
into this country, from which she alone, of all the grain-producing 
states, is now excluded. 

After examining the Russian proposals it was possible to form 
a clear conception of their effect on the home agricultural interest. 
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The differential treatment of Russian grain actually enforced 
‘by Germany is maintained by applying the system of certificates 
of origin, and by carefully observing the Russian grain trade 
“with other European countries. By these means the direct and 
indirect importation of Russian grain into this country has been 
hindered ; but it is doubtful how far the system could, in the long 
run, be maintained. Were it, moreover, possible to uphold per- 
manently this differential treatment, German agriculture would 
obtain no benefit therefrom, “for the presumption that the 
“ exclusion of Russian cereals would benefit the price of German 
‘© agricultural produce is not borne out by the experience of 
recent years.” 

The prices realised by the Russian export grain trade are 
regulated by the state of the great grain emporia of the world, 
and the current prices quoted in the grain exchanges ; rye being 
no exception to this rule. The great Russian export markets 
follow the prices quoted by the foreign exchanges, and especially 
by the London Exchange, in such manner that the quotations of 
the Russian grain exchanges at the export ports expressed at 
the current rouble rate of exchange, correspond with the 
simultaneous London quotations in gold, allowance being made 
for freights and other incidental expenses. Russia can, therefore, 
only sell her cereals abroad at the current universal prices, and 
the export of Russian grain into Germany is no exception to this 
rule. Russia’s share in the provisioning of Germany had largely 
increased during the last few years, and especially after the good 
harvest in central and southern Russia in 1888. Since 1892 
there has been a considerable falling off in this trade, the 
principal cause of this decline—and it is a permanent cause— 
being the increased corn production of other lands, such as the 
United States of America, Argentina, the Balkan States, and 
Roumania. This increased production elsewhere synchronized 
with the famine in Russia, and as the exportation from that 
empire decreased, her place was taken by other corn-producing 
regions. The consequence was that in spite of the closing of 
the Russian supply, there was no lack of breadstuffs in the 
world’s markets, and it was shown that Europe, and especially 
Germany, could dispense with the Russian supply. When 
Russia was able once more to export corn, she found her position 
in the world’s markets sensibly weakened by the successful 
competition maintained by other countries. In 1893 Russia had 
a good crop to dispose of, and in consequence of the German 
market being closed to her, she was compelled to seek other 
outlets for her superfluous wheat and rye at reduced prices, and 
this reduction in the price of Russian grain is one of the causes 
for the decline in the price of breadstuffs at present weighing so 

heavily on the agriculture of all corn-producing countries. 
Under these circumstances German agriculture would obtain no 
advantage from a continued differential treatment of Russian 
agricultural produce, for if it were maintained, the German 
market would be supplied with corn from America, Roumania, 


April 1894.] THE RUSSO-GERMAN COMMERCIAL TREATY. 899° 


and other countries enjoying the most-favoured-nation treatment, 
instead of from Russia, and this at the price fixed by the world’s 
markets, which in their turn would be influenced by the efforts of 
Russia to find a market elsewhere. 

The home harvests during the last two years have been good, 
so that the need for foreign cereals was considerably less than in 
previous years. Statistical tables which have been prepared on 
the subject show how great an increase has taken place in the 
amounts of grain imported from other lands in the place of Russia 
for the provisioning of the German market during the last few 
years. 


The figures given, show on the one hand, the great rise in the 
importation from the most-favoured-nation countries after the 
close of the German markets to Russian trade, and on the other, 
the capability of these countries to meet the needs of Germany. 
They further prove that in consequence of the good German 
harvests of 1892 and 1893, the importation of grain into 
Germany fell off, and this in spite of the reduction of the German 
import dues. The decrease in the imports would have been still 
more marked had it not been that the deficient harvest in fodder 
crops in Germany necessitated an increased importation in 1893 
of certain grains. 

If then, Germany’s importation of the most important articles 
falling under the conventional tariff, which can be obtained 
elsewhere than from Russia, is covered for the most part by 
-other countries, German agriculture in presence of foreign 
competition had already before the grant of the most-favoured- 
nation treatment to Russia only to reckon with the protection 
accorded by the German conventional tariff, and the rate of 
duty fixed by this last is that which is in practice considered 
in computing the oe of the Customs duties of the empire. 

The scruples therefore which have been expressed as to the 
policy of extending to Russia the German conventional tariff 
must be held unfounded ; on the one hand it is clear that the most 
favoured nation treatment can be extended to Russia without 
injury to German agriculture, while on the other, German 
industry, trade and navigation are deeply interested in the 
advantages to be derived from reduced import dues involved 
in obtaining most-favoured-nation treatment in Russia. 

Were the Russian treaty rejected, Germany will have not orly 
to renounce any improvement and stability in her commercial 
relations with Russia, so desirable in the interest of German 
trade and industry, but must also anticipate a continuation, and 
probably an aggravation of the Customs regulations adopted by 
both empires in the summer of last year, and all this, as shown 
above, without any gain whatever to German agriculture. 

A glance at the commercial relations of the two empires 
‘during the last — reveals the amount of German interest at 
stake, and the effect of a prolonged continuance of the tariff war. 

With regard to the importance of the Russian market to the 
German export trade, the returns of the last decennial period 
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show a continuous falling off to the detriment of Germany ; the 

Russian home industries, protected by the high tariff, have quickly 

_ developed, especially those connected with the iron and textile 
trades. As these latter increased, German trade correspondingly 
diminished ; granted that German interests do not appear 
immediately threatened so far as concerns many articles exported 
by Germany into Russia (such as chemicals, machinery, and 
implements which the newly started Russian industries have either 
not yet made at all, or have made only in insufficient quantities, or 
at excessive cost), it is none the less to be feared that as Russian 
industry grows stronger, German imports into Russia would have 
to suffer a further decline. Even to maintain Germany’s ground 
across the frontier it was highly desirable to obtain stability in 
commercial relations and security against a sudden alteration in 
the Russian tariff; much more so is this the case at present, when 
Germany has a chance of not only recovering her lost ground, 
but of improving her commercial position in Russia. The tariff 
war has shown that German trade is in danger of being supplanted 
by other countries in the supply of many articles needed in 
Russia ; orders formerly sent to Germany are now being addressed 
elsewhere, to countries whose merchants have not to pay the 
high duties levied on German goods. 

Nor is it only the export trade in German merchandise which 
has been injuriously affected by the tariff war. German merchants 
had formerly a great deal to do with the Russian export trade, 
and with supplying that country with foreign products. As an 
example take raw cotton : 

In 1892 Germany exported to Russia 34,194 double centners. 

In 1893 the export fell to 17,865 double centners. 

German navigation suffered more than anything else from the 
effects of the tariff war ; formerly a thriving business was done by 
ships trading from the Baltic and North Sea Ports with Russia and 
Finland, all of which was stopped by the increased navigation 
dues imposed on German vessels entering Russian ports. 

Such being the state of the case, German commerce and 
industry have most emphatically asked to be relieved as quickly 
as possible from the disadvantages imposed on them by the tariff 
war. 

The treaty of commerce and navigation has been drawn 
up, after due consideration of all the points above referred 
to, in consultation with representatives of the agricultural, 
industrial, and commercial interests of Germany; by the terms 
of the treaty, Russia, in return for the most-favoured-nation 
treatment under the German conventional tariff, grants not only 
the tariff reductions accorded to other states, but other far reach- 
ing concessions, the importance of which is fully recognised by 
those interested in them. 

By fixing the duration of the treaty for a period of 10 years, 
the necessary stability is secured for the eommercial relations of 

of the two empires. 


[ 
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V.—COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE IN GERMANY. 


The United States Consul at Chemnitz in a recent report to 
his Government describes the efforts made by the Germans, 
particularly in the formation of export unions, to develop the 
foreign trade of that country. He states as follows :— 

The first factor in helping to secure foreign markets for German 
manufactures, apart from the almost absolute necessity of having 
such markets, is the great interest taken, even by inland cities, 
to secure foreign trade. 

All over the Empire are societies organized to encourage 
colonization and export trade. These unions are active agents in 
helping to extend foreign markets. Their methods are simple, 
and thus far have been very successful. They are endorsed by the 
press, authorities, and people. 

They project all kinds of schemes for bringing German wares 
to the notice of foreignera. Emigrants and Germans resident in 
foreign countries are enlisted in favour of German products. The 
Saxon Export Union has opened a permanent sample exhibit of 
German wares in Bulgaria. The almanacs published and 
circulated contain hundreds of names of German firms, with 
illustrations of their products. The purpose is to keep the 
Bulgarians posted as to Germany’s ability to supply every possible 
need in the way of manufactures. Since its organisation, in 
1887, the union has spent 23,800 dols. for travelling agents, &c. 
It has sent out 135,000 printed circulars and 94,000 letters of 
correspondence. In return it has received 7,000 sample orders, 
amounting to 1,071,000 dols. 

To illustrate German energy in seeking foreign trade, we have 
only to take Russia during the strained relations of the last nine 
months. In drugs, irou, machinery, leather, silk, and woollen 
goods, Germany has beaten her last year’s record by 11,424,000 
dols. This has been done during a time of business depression, 
when the press was pouring out compluints about the backward- 
ness of business, the stopping of factories, &c.; at a time, too, 
when a tariff war was being waged between the two empires. 
Especially worthy of note is the fact that Russia took from 
Germany during the first nine months of 1892 in machinery 
alone, 21,919,800 dols. worth, against 20,801,200 dols. during the 
same period in 1891. This in face of the fact that Russia’s 
import duties on German goods have gone up 50 per cent., 
giving England, the United States, and Austria a tremendous 
advantage. 

A German correspondent in St. Petersburg writes to his paper 
in Chemnitz to tell his people how the thing has been done. 

“In spite of differential duties, in spite of the activity of our 
rivals and competitors, Germany has sold her machinery because 
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(1) of her credit system, and (2) because her agents and exhibitors 
beat those of all other nations. 

“ We are the only people that seem never to tire of giving the 
Russians credit. In a country poor in capital, but vast in 
undeveloped resources, this fact settles it. It is the weak and at 
the same time the strong side of our export or foreign trade. 
Against the millions made are millions lost. ‘The conservative 
German, alongside of the cautious Frenchman and often ay 
cautious Englishmen, risks, wins, and remains in markets where 
his rivals offer for cash much cheaper than he can on credit. In 
countries like Russia credit plays as important a part as, if not a 
more important part, than price. Here, as elsewhere, oniy the 
rich can buy cheaply.” 

“The German possesses the faculty and power to put himself 
in the other man’s place; to understand his conditions and 
circumstances ; to find out, if not feel, his needs. So great is his 
power in this respect that he has absolutely no rival or competitor 
worth considering. Not only does he study the language of the 
people among whom he is to work, but he makes a specialty of it 
and of their agricultural and industrial needs. When selling 
needles and pins, he may be watching to see where to sella 
knitting machine or a plough. Not only this, but his education 
fits him to tell the buyer what is best suited to certain kinds of 
work, especially where it is a* question of introducing anything 
new. It is a notorious fact that the Russian farmer buys from a 
German in preference to an Englishman, an American, or even a 
Russian manufacturer. The German language, after Russian, is 
the most used in business circles, partly because there are so 
many Germans settled in Russia and partly because of proximity. 
Again, the German not only seeks to find out what the people 
want, but he sells machines and parts of machines, so that when 
injured or broken they may be easily and at once repaired—a very 
great consideration.” 

‘German agents and travelling salesmen are willing to work 
hard to sell small quantities. This makes them popular among 
the people to whom they are sent and satisfactory to their 
employers. 

“The nation’s interest in foreign trade is intense. The news- 
papers teem with all kinds of information regarding it. Nota 
day passes that a consul could not find information valuable to 
merchants and manufacturers.” 


April 1894.] RESULTS OF A PROTECTIVE POLICY IN SPAIN, 403 


VI—THE RESULTS OF A PROTECTIONIST POLICY 
IN SPAIN, 


The Kconomiste Francais for February 24th contains the 
following letter, dated February 18th, from its special corre- 
spondent in Madrid :-— 

“ There is no country where protection, pushed to an extreme, 
has had results so rapid and so disastrous asin Spain. Three 
years ago the economic reaction was inaugurated by a celebrated 
authorisation which M. Gamazo, now Minister for Trade, was 
ill-advised enough to introduce into the budget legislation of his 
country. This authorisation was to give the Government carte 
blanche for the preparation of the Customs tariffs in view of the 
approaching expiration of the treaties, so as better to protect the 
interests of the national production. M.Gamazo was at that time 
thinking of nothing but the interest of the Castilian farmers, 
whom he represented in the Cortés and in the Liberal party, at 
the head of a group of 30 rural protectionists. The use that 
M. Canovas del Castillo and the coalition of Conservatives 
and protectionists made of the weapon which M. Gamazo had 
bequeathed 1o them, and how they employed it for the purpose 
of wrecking the entire system of political economy which had 
raised the imports of Spain from 442,263,313 pesetas in 1869 to 
816,666,901 pesetas in 1882, and to 1,018,770,324 pesetas in 
1891 and the exports from 266,552,610 in 1869 to 765,376,887 in 
1882, and 932,245,001 in 1891 is well known. The steady progress 
of foreign trade in Spain never sensibly slackened from 1869 to 
1891, notwithstanding the Carlist and Cuban insurrections from 
1869 to 1876, and in spite of the military pronunciamentos of the 
revolutionary and monarchical parties. The Customs revenue 
followed on the same ascending scale as the foreign trade, and 
assed from 40 million pesetas before the régime of commercial - 
liberty to 98,000,000 in 1891 under the conventional régime of 
commercial treaties. 

“Tt may not be uninteresting to recall the methods by which 
the Spanish protectionists have set about obtaining the results, 
the official figures of which have been quite recently published. 
As it had been omitted to stipulate expressly in the treaties of 
commerce made from 1882 to 1886 any restriction whatever in 
the power to modify the Customs duties on agricultural products 
of foreign growth, scarcely six months after coming into power 
M. Canovas published in the Gaceta de Madrid, at the end of 
December 1890, the royal decree which established practically 
prohibitive duties on the principal products of foreign agriculture. 
This decree bore with particular severity on French, American, 
and Russian imports into Spain. In January 1891, the Conser- 


B 2 


404 RESULTS OF A PROTECTIVE POLICY IN SPAIN. [April 1894. 


vative cabinet, presided over by M. Canovas, desired its Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, the Duke of Tétuan, to denounce all treaties 
of commerce which contained a most-favoured-nation clause. ‘This 
denunciation was intended to bring the results of all such treaties 
to a close by the Ist of February 1892, when it was believed that 
it would be possible to put into force the new tariff which was to 
be drawn up by a commission ad hoc, composed of protectionists 
well known for their obstinacy in economical matters. When the 
year 1892 arrived, and with it the expiration of the treaties 
denounced by the Spanish cabinet, a difficulty arose, in that 
Holland and Great Britain alone had stipulated in 1886 that 
their treaties should last until June 30th, 1892. The Spanish 
Government settled the difficulty by according to all the Powers 
who consented to let the conventional régime remain in force until 
June 30th, 1892, the same treatment as to Holland and England. 
France, having refused this provisional arrangement, was subjected 
to the new tariff, until, in May 1892, she arranged a special 
modus vivendi with Spain. This modus vivendi accorded to 
French products in Spain, until the 30th of June 1892, the 
régime aJready granted to the other countries, and from the 1st of 
July 1892 onwards the two Governments promised to each other 
their minimum tariffs and exemption from all differential duties, 
as was stated personally by the Duke of Manda to M. Ribot, and 
by M. Canovas to the French ambassador, M. Roustac. 

“From July Ist, 1892, the tariff, as drawn up by the com- 
mission, of which M. Navarro Reverter was the chairman, and 
approved by M. Cosgayon, the Minister of Finance, and by 
M. Canovas, was put in force. This protectionist masterpiece, 
as was said at the time, went quite as far as the conceptions of 
Mr. McKinley in the United States and of M. Méline in France. 

“To comprehend the results of the tariff of 1892, it will be 
necessary to recall some of its most characteristic features. It is 
divided into two columns, containing, the one the maximum duties 
and the other what are called the minimum duties, which are in 
almost ail cases higher, and in many cases much higher, than the 
maximum duties of the tariff of 1882, which remained in force 
for 10 years. The minimum duties of the tariff of 1892 in the 
case of many articles of importation do not differ from the new 
maximum duties. Asa general rule, the difference, when any 
exists, is not very considerable between the maximum and 
minimum duties of the tariff of 1882, and this difference is less 
than existed between the maximum and minimum duties of the 
old tariff of 1892. The new minimum duties created by the 
Spanish tariff of 1892 are much higher than those of the majority 
of European tariffs, even in the most protectionist countries, and 
it is only necessary to contrast these minimum Spanish duiies 
with those of the French tariff to see that they have gone much 
farther than French protection. There are few foreign industrial 
and agricultural products the import duties upon which have not 
been increased from 50 to more than 200 per cent.! It is to be 
noted, even from the purely protectionist point of view, that the 
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Spanish tariff of 1892 has not contented itself with inflicting 
minimum duties which are almost prohibitive on the products of 
foreign industry, and on the majority of the products of foreign 
agriculture. As a matter of fact this tariff has burdened with 
very heavy duties coal and coke, agricultural and industrial 
machinery,—which Spain is not yet in a position to manufacture 
for herself, mainly because she lacks the necessary capital,—and, 
above all, those very raw materials which are most indispensable 
to Spanish industry. What are we to say of a considerable 
raising of the duties on cotton, jute, hemp, and yarn? What can 
be said in favour of an enormous increase of duty on articles of 
the first necessity for the working classes, such as cod, petroleum, 
jam, preserved foods, and flour, cereals of all sorts, dried 
peas, &c.? 

“With such a beginning, the conclusion is easy to predict, 
and the results have been promptly made public. The Gaceta de 
Madrid has just informed us what has been the progress of the 
foreign trade from the year 1891,a year which formed the apogee 
of the results of a liberal policy in commercial affairs. The 
following shows the value of ithe imports and exports of principal 
articles (about 95 per cent. of the whole), into and from Spain in 
each of the three years 1891, 1892 and 1893. These figures it 
should be observed are exclusive of transit and also of goods 
entered provisionally and re-shipped :— 


Pesetas. 
Imports in 1891 - - - 873,833,503 
1892 ~ 751,728,597 
» 1893 Ce - - 684,824,976 
Exports in 1891 - - 803,814,728 
» 1892 - = = 663,022,145 
1898 - - 626,631,032 


These results have naturally vexed the Spanish protectionists, 
who affected to believe that the imports alone would meet the 
expense of the commercial reaction, They had laboured to 
persuade a nation that Spain would prosper more than ever under 
the auspices of a politic system destined to preserve for the 
Spaniards alone the markets of Spain and her colonies, Like he 
ancient augurs, they had declared without a smile, that it would 
be the foreigner who would pay the new Customs duties, and who 
would be forced to continue to import the wines and the other 
natural products of the soil and the mines of Spain—products 
which, it may be observed in passing, constitute 80 per cent. of 
the total exports of the country. Facts have cruelly contradicted 
the prophecies of these statesmen. 

“The figures of the 18 months of ultra-protectionist policy 
reveal to us a decrease in every variety of imports, with the 
exception of chemical products, silks, paper, and corn. In all 
imports of raw materials, of agricultural and industrial machinery, 
of food-stuffs, there has been a diminution of quantities and values 
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imported and an increase of Customs duties levied. For wines, 
the following shows the value of the exports :— 


Pesetas. 
Common wines in 1891 - - 277,038,515 
1892 - - 117,720,178 
1893 - 90,574,988 
Sherries in 1891 - - 29,279,983 
1892 - - 23,087,880 
- 1893 - - 17,449,680 


“Taken as a whole, Class XII. of the exports of the natural 
products of the soil, which are comprised in the Spanish statistics 
under the heading of “ food-stuffs,” offers very striking variations : 
—In 1891, 431,768,381 pesetas ; in 1892, 263,613,251 ; in 1893, 
249,800,462. Class IX., timber, corks, &c., gave in 1891, 
35,077,530; in 1892, 32,305,605; in 1893, 29,764,215. The 
mining products showed a diminution of about 25 millions on the 
exports of 1893. It is, however, pre-eminently in their import 
and export trade with France that the Spaniards have suffered, 
for, according to their own returns, in 1893 they imported nearly 
80 millions of pesetas less than in 1891. The most serious 
perturbations, however, occurred in the exports. 

“To France Spain sent in 1891, 9,909,348 hectolitres of 
common wines at a value of 247,733,697 pesetas; in 1892, 
5,374,713 hectolitres valued at 96,748,438 pesetas; in 1893, 
3,661,644 hectolitres at a value of 65,909,522 pesetas ; of sherries, 
in 1891, 88,790 hectolitres at a value of 11,542,735 pesetas; in 
1892, 60,535 hectulitres at a value of 7,264,200 pesetas; in 1893, 
29,830 at a value of 3,579,000 pesetas; of other and full-bodied 
wines in 1891, 31,128 hectolitres valued at 2,801,557 pesetas ; 
in 1892, 16,101 hectolitres at 1,368,585 pesetas; in 1893, 14,391 
heciolitres at, 1,213,235 pesetas. 

“The Spanish protectionists find some slight consolation in 
saying that the perturbation of the foreign and home trade, the 
persistent decrease in the receipts of their railways, the critical 
position of their railway companies, the monetary and commercial 
crisis of which their chambers of commerce complain, are com- 
pensated for by the very great part which the receipts of the 
Customs have contributed during 18 months to the increased 
receipts of the Treasury itself. But we have the right to ask 
whether this is not a kind of economical sophistry full of danger 
for the future of Spanish finance, for the recovery of Spanish 
credit—two things which are inseparable from the prosperity of 
foreign trade, and the prosperity also of those wine-growers and 
the majority of those Spanish producers whose interests have 
been gravely undermined and compromised by these three 

ears of protectionist policy. The Spanish Treasury raised in 
1890-1891, before the effects of the new policy had shown them- 
selves, 108,724,881 pesetas in Customs duties; in 1891-92, just 
before the protectionist tariff came into force, and when trade was 
forcing the movement of importation in face of the expiration of 
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the conventional régime, there went into the coffers of the 
Treasury 113,140,220 pesetas; then in 1892-93 the Treasury 
raised 126,791,328 pesetas ; and during the first six months of 
1893-1894, 72,238,955 pesetas under the protectionist régime in 
full operation. These two latter sums, amounting to nearly 199 
millions of Customs duties in 18 months, have been raised on 
quantities and values of foreign products infinitely smaller than 
the quantities and values imported in the corresponding previous 
periods. In 1893 alone the imports had diminished nearly 105 
millions, and nevertheless the Spanish consumer was paying nearly 
20 per cent. more in Customs duties. It is interesting to analyse 
the increased Customs receipts derived from imports that are 
decreasing both in value and quantity. Thus we see that nine 
classes of imports alone—sugar, brandy, cod, cocoa, coffee, wheat 
flour, petroleum, wheat and other cereals paying Customs duties— 
amounted to 36,196,249 pesetas in 1891-92, to 52,523,546 pesetas 
in 1892-93, and to 29,590,605 pesetas in the first six months of 
1893-94. Among these nine classes of importations it is notice- 
able that wheat by itself paid 7,402,121 pesetas of Customs duties 
in 1891-92, and 26,780,239 pesetas in 1892-93, and 15,378,414 
pesetas in the first six months of 1893-94. It is to be noted that 
among articles of prime necessity for the working classes, which 
also pay a large part of the increasing receipts of the Customs, 
there are cod, which gave 5,548,427 pesetas in 1891-92, 7,613,829 
in 1892-93, and 4,462,145 in the first six months of 1893-94 ; 
and petroleum, which gave, for the same three periods, 12,765,460 
pesetas, 12,858,427, and 7,595,388. 

“There is another point of view which deserves attention, and 
that is the part which the receipts from the Customs have played 
in the general increase of the receipts of the Spanish Treasury 
since M. Gamazo became Minister of Finance in the Liberal 
cabinet which M. Sayasta formed at the end of 1892. No one 
will deny that M. Gamazo has endeavoured to give a vigorous 
impulse to the administration of Spanish finance, to its morality, 
to the strictness with which its duties are levied. Nor can it be 
contested that he has courageously set about making useful fiscal 
reforms and introducing new forms of taxation, many of which 
have been severely criticised in Spain. It is therefore a pity 
that we are obliged to state that the greater part of the increase 
which he has obtained for the coffers of the Treasury is due 
simply to the temporary results of a bad commercial and 
economical policy in which he has had the want of tact to 
persevere too obstinately. Thus it appears, from the official 
figures given in the Gaceta de Madrid, that M. Gamazo has only 
succeeded in reducing the deficit of 1892 to 1893 from 75 millions 
to 47 millions by means of a surplus of 27,676,797 pesetas, out 
of which the Customs have contributed 21,325,000, including 
some 20 millions for wheat and cereals imported during a year of 
scanty harvest. In the same way, in the first six months of 
1893-94, M. Gamazo has effected a total increase of receipts of 
15,552,242 pesetas, to which the Customs have contributed about 
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94 million pesetas; and in this amount of Customs revenue, 
wheat and other cereals figure once again for nearly 6 millions of 
increase in the duties raised on the imports of the said six 
months. 

“It is partly by taking as their basis these fiscal results of 
Castilian protection, that the enemies of the treaties have 
carried on of late so vigorously their campaigns in meetings and 
banquets at Bilbao and Barcelona, and in their deputations to 
the Queen-Regent, to her ministers, and the chiefs of the political 
parties, demanding ‘the maintenance for at least 10 years of 
the protectionist tariff of 1892.’ ” 


q 
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VIL—THE EFFECT OF THE FLUCTUATION IN THE 
VALUE OF THE DOLLAR ON THE 
CHINESE TEA TRADE. 


Mr. N. R. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Minister at Peking, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 4th January, encloses a 
memorandum, drawn up by Mr. W. N. Beauclerk, Her Majesty's 
Secretary of Legation at that capital, on the effect of the fluctua- 
tion in the gold value of the dollar upon the export and production 
of tea in China since 1st June 1893. 

With regard to the general condition of the tea trade in China, 
the information to be obtained in Peking comes principally from 
consular reports. 

The report on the foreign trade of China published in August 
last shows that the export of Amoy tea is on the increase and 
that the downward course of the local trade appears to be checked, 
though it is doubtful whether it can permanently resist the 
competition of India, Ceylon, Java, and Japan. 

The accounts from Foochow are of a very similar nature. 

The export of tea from Wuhu has shown a great falling off, 
and (in 1892) this decline appears to have been notable and 
general, the decrease at Hankow being attributed entirely to the 
famine in Russia. In Formosa, however, the export largely 
increased and handsome profits were realised. 

Mr. G. Jamieson says, in his valuable report on the effect of 
the fall in value of silver on prices of commodities in China (1893) : 
“ there has been a stimulus in exports from China in consequence 
“ of the fall in silver, but not such a stimulus as might have been 
* expected.” 

“The stimulus has been a readiness on the part of foreign mer- 
chants to buy native produce of all sorts at current quotations, but 
not the stimulus which comes from offering higher prices. The 
causes operating of late years to affect both the price and the 
volume of the export of tea have been so exceptional that it 
ought not perhaps to be included in a table from which it is 
sought to draw general conclusions. Both the price and the 
quantity have fallen off very much owing of course to the Indian 
competition.” 

The latest newspaper reports show continued dulness in the 
China tea trade. 

In considering the effect during the past half year of the 
fluctuation in the gold value of the dollar on the export and pro- 
duction of tea and the future effect thereupon, as far as can be 
foreseen, it must be remembered that the tea season, as far as 
purchasers in 1893 are concerned, was almost over in June. 
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It would serve but little purpose merely to. draw up elaborate 
tables of quantities and prices; indeed, such tabular statements 
would probably be useless for the object desired. 

From enquiries made concerning facts and tendencies, the state 
of the case in China appears to be as follows :— 

It is exceedingly difficult to say at so early a date what 


‘ influence, if any, the recent heavy fall in the gold value. of silver 


has had upon the export and production of tea since Ist June 
last. 

lst, because the time since the Indian Government closed the 
mints to silver coinage has been too short to furnish figures enough 
from which to draw general conclusions ; and 

2nd, because it is hard, especially from the statistics of a short 
period, to infer how much of any special change is due to one 
cause and to isolate the results of that cause from those due to 
others simultaneously at work. 

The figures given in the Customs Gazettes for the June and 
September quarters are all that we have to rely upon, and before 
proceeding to generalise from them one must consider what was 
the state of the tea market per se at the beginning of the season, 
what stocks were available in Europe, what was likely to. be the 
demand for England, for Russia, and elsewhere. 

On this point it may be recommended that the subjoined article 
from the North China Daily News of 10th May 1893 on black 
tea prospects should be perused. 

At that date, the Indian mint closing surprise had not yet 
been sprung upon the wcrld, and the inference drawn by the 
author of the article writing from the point of view of the 
foreigner, and having an eye to profits for him, was that supplies 
from both Hankow and Foochow would be large, and that tea 
would be low priced in London, i.e., would be saleable for little 
gold. 

We may therefore commence by assuming that a large export 
of China tea might in any case be expected in 1893, and that it 
would probably be cheap in London and relatively cheaper still 
in China in that year irrespective of currency-standard questions. 
(The example of Hankow is taken, as it is assumed that Hankow 
figures are the ones most interesting to Ceylon tea dealers.) 
Foochow tea is mostly bought for America and Australia, and 
Ceylon tea does not compete with it to any large extent ; what it 
does compete with is cheap black China tea. 

Good black China tea is not wanted in England, it goes mainly 
to Russia, and as long as it keeps at or below its present price and 
of its present quality it will continue to do so. 

During the six months, April to September 1893, there were 
shipped from Hankow 343,509 piculs of black tea as against 
297,386 piculs in 1892; 323,770 piculs in 1891 ; and 313,959 
piculs in 1890. 

How much of this went to England and how much elsewhere, 
the Chief Secretary of the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs 
(to whom I am indebted for this information) is not in a position 
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to say, asit is only the annual returns which show destinations in 
detail. But to speak only of the tea shipped during July, August, 
and September (when exchange had fallen), it is seen to be nearly 
100 per cent. above the export during the same months of 
1892. 

As most of the tea for Russia is shipped early in the season 
(May and June) it may be assumed—and no more can be done 
until the statistics for the year are published—that this largely 
increased export indicates a proportionate increase in shipments to 
England, but how far this was influenced by the fall in exchange 
and how far by other causes it would be difficult to say without 
the opportunity of discussing the matter with persons engaged in 
the trade from whose knowledge of the course of business a 
definite opinion might be arrived at upon this point. 


The export of tea from Foochow shows a large increase for 
1893, the figures for the six months, April to September, being— 


Piculs. 


For 1890 - - 269,160 
1892 .- - 254,720 
- 314,287 


As to the future it may reasonably be inferred that the 
tendency of low exchange will be to increase the exportation of 
Chinese tea. It.is generally accepted that silver exchanges for 
as much merchandise now as ever it did, and that a further fall — 
would not lessen its purchasing power. 

In many respects, and particularly with regard to articles 
destined exclusively for Chinese use, this may be taken to be 
absolutely true, but with reference to articles for foreign export 
some reservation may be necessary at any rate as concerns the 
future, as Chinese merchants are astute enough to want their 
share of any profits to be gained out of cheap silver. 

It may, however, be positively stated chat the fall in the 
purchasing power of silver (if there be any fall at all) in exchange 
for commodities has been exceedingly minute in proportion to 
its depreciated value in exchange for gold. 

The Chinese merchant will assuredly want to sell his tea for 
more cheap silver than he would accept when silver was dearer, 
because he will not want the foreigner to absorb all the profit 
between silver and gold. Yet cheaper silver will still render it 
quite possible to make a profit and still land tea in London at a 
very low price. 

Had it not been that of late years Indian and Ceylon 
competition has forced down the price of Chinese tea, and had 
the latter as of old the monopoly of the English market, it is 
certain that the Chinese, as exchange fell, would have put up the 
silver price of tea in proportion to the decrease in the gold value 
of silver. 

At Hankow, even 10 years ago, very fair tea was sold at from 
11 to 12 taels duty paid per picul (133% lbs.) and some was-sold 
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as low as 6 or 7 taels. Assuming that the same can be done now, 
and it is understood that the local price of tea has rather fallen 
than risen, taking a Hankow tael as worth to-day 3s. 3d., and 
allowing freight at say roundly 7s. a picul (about 64 piculs equal 
one measurement ton, the freight being say 50s. a ton) one can 
easily calculate for how much such tea can be laid down in 
London for— 


Say 1 picul cost 7 taels - - 12 9 
Freight - ee - - 0 7 0 
Insurance profits, &e., say 20 per cent.- 0 6 9 
116 6 
or 34d, per lb, 
Say the picul costs 12 tacls - 
Freight - - - - 0 7 0 
Insurance, &c. - - - 0 9 6 
215 6 


or 5d. per lb. 


We may therefore assume that fair China tea can, at present 
rates, be laid down in London at 5d. per lb., and common teas at 
_ under 3} per lb. If exchange goes down, of course the price 
must drop more or less. 

There is yet one peculiarity of the trade which must be taken 
into account. The Chinese merchant as a rule looks to make his 
money off the first crops, the high priced tea which is usually sold 
to Russians. If he sells his first crop well, and makes a good 
ae he will be contented to sell later crops at a smaller benefit. 

be Russian buyer can still afford to pay a fair price for good 
tea in spite of the depreciation of the rouble, and so long as this 
continues to be the case, and China meets with no serious com- 
petition in the Russian market, everything will remain in favour 
of China producing cheap common teas and good teas cheaper 
than hitherto. 

In the foregoing remarks no account has been taken of the 
reiative merits of the teas, and the prices alone have been 
considered. 

As in winter Peking is shut off from all rapid communication, 
even with the Chinese ports it is not possible to obtain more 
detailed information at present from the principal centres of the 
tea trade. 

The following is the extract from the article in the North 
China Daily News, Shanghai, for the 10th May 1893, referred 
to in Mr. Beauclerk’s memorandum above :— 

“In view of the apparent eagerness on the part of buyers to be 
up and doing in Hankow, it may not be amiss to calmly view 
the prospects for the coming tea season. 
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“Tt must, of course, be understood that the following remarks 
apply only to the English trade. 

“'The present condition of the London market is practically that 
you can sell anything, no matter how common, at 64d., while 
for the better classes, no matter how superior in quality, there is 
no demand over 7d. 

« The keen demand that exists for common teas, or to be more 
correct, that exists for teas at low prices has been caused entirely 
by Ceylon and India not having shipped during the Jast season 
as much as was expected, or indeed as much as the home trade 
required. 

“Tt is useless to weary our readers with figures. Every one 
connected with the trade has them at his fingers ends. It will 
be sufficient to say that China tea at home is now wanted only 
as a make-weight, and if dealers can get as much as they want 
from India and Ceylon they do not want and will not buy 
China tea. 

“Many dealers in London confess that they no longer deal in 
China tea, and it appears impossible to buy it from the grocers. 
If a purchaser asks for China tea they sell what they profess to 
be China tea, but it is really nothing of the sort. Tt is also 
impossible, except in a few private houses which are supplied 
directly from China, to get a drinkable cup of tea anywhere. In 
hotels and the majority of private houses what is called tea is 
nothing but a herby medicinal flavoured compound, nasty to the 
palate and deadly to the digestion, which from long experience 
the English tea drinkers have become accustomed to. 

“ As far as can be judged at this early stage of the season 
supplies both from Hankow and Foochow bid fair to be very 
considerably larger than last season, and a3 it is impossible to 
expect a continuous shortage from India and Ceylon, it will be 
readily seen that prospects cannot be encouraging. 

* Close on 24,000,000 lbs. of black tea were shipped from the 
northern ports (Hankow and Shanghai) last year, and owing to 
the reasons given above, the result was fairly satisfactory, the 
bulk of it being low-priced tea. The fact remains that man 
teas of good quality were shipped from Shanghai at less than half 
their Hankow or Russian value, and these are practically unsale- 
able except at a considerable loss. 

“If China shipments are larger than last year, as they promise 
to be, and should there be no shortage from India and Ceylon, 
we leave to shippers the pleasing task of contemplating what 
exhilarating results will follow.” 
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VIIIL—SEAL-FISHING IN JAPANESE WATERS. 


The following account of seal-fishing in the Japanese waters of 
the Pacific is taken from the annual report on the trade of the 
port of Hakodate prepared by Mr, M. de Bunsen, Her Maijesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Tokio :— 

The trade and shipping of the port of Hakodate in 1892 were 
marked by a new feature of considerable interest, namely, the 
appearance, for the first time, of pelagic sealing craft with cargoes 
of skins taken from the open sea off the north-east coast of Japan. 
There were only four of them, all under the United States flag, 
and their average catch of skins was under 1,000 each; but the 
event, was of more importance than these modest figures would 
indicate. For it was a proof that this line of maritime industry 
has been pushed across from the eastern or American side to the 
western or Asiatic side of the North Pacific Ocean. 

The cause of this movement was, of course, the exclusion of 
pelagic sealing craft from the Behring Sea. 

The conditions as regards space and time are very similar on 
both sides of the Pacific Ocean. To begin with, the Russian 
rookeries of the Commander Islands are the exact counterpart 
(though smaller) of the American rookeries of the Pribyloff 
Islands; the two face each other, in about the same latitude, from 
the opposite sides of Behring Sea. From these centres the seals, 
after their four or five months’ summer sojourn, start southwards 
for their immense swims in the Pacific, extending on the American 
side as far down as San Francisco, and on the Asiatic side as far 
down as Sendai Bay and even the entrance of Yedo Bay. ‘ 

But there is at least one noteworthy point of difference between 
the two cases. Whereas on the American side, owing to the 
long sweep and turns of the coast line, the range of the seal’s 
swim is a good 3,200 miles, on the Asiatic side it is a nearly 
straight run of less than half that distance. Hence the seal herd, 
though larger, is more dispersed on the American side than on 
this; and it is probable that hunters choosing this side gain more 
through the concentration of the herd than they lose through its 
inferiority in numbers. Indeed, the effective hunting range on 
this side—at all events, for the first stage of the hunting season— 
is not much more than 800 miles long, extending from Kiukasan 
(Sendai Bay) to Nemuro, the most easterly point of Yezo. Island. 
On reaching Nemuro the seals suddenly disappear about the end 
of June, and no sealing craft as yet has followed them up, keeping 
them in sigbt, between this point and the rookeries on Behring 
and Copper Islands, or the still smaller rookery of Robben or 
Tuline Islands in the Okhotsk Sea. 

The explanation of this sudden acceleration of the seal’s pace 
may be, as the hunters think, merely the quickening of the natural 
instincts, sexual and maternal, on the eve of the breeding time. 
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But it may also be due to a falling off in the food supply up 
along the line of the Kurile Archipelago. The deepest known 
depression of the Ocean bed—4,655 fathoms, rather more than 
5} statute miles—occurs to the east, and just-about the middle 
of that group, and extends along its eastern side; the very line 
necessarily taken by the seals in their short cut to the Com- 
mandorski rookeries. In such deep water, squid and salmon, the 
favourite food of the fur seal, are very scarce. 

Be the cause what it may, the fact is undoubted that, beyond 
Nemuro, the schooners lose sight of the seals about the end of 
June, and this check of their pursuit serves as a mark to divide 
the hunting season into two distinct stages. 

The schooners, as a rule; leave Victoria or San Francisco at the 
end of December or early in January, and, after a two months’ 
voyage across the Pacific, strike the Japanese coast about the 
latitude of Yokohama, where some of them put in to victual or 
refit. They begin hunting about the middle or end of March, 
first meeting large clusters of seals in about latitude 38° N. off 
Sendai Bay, from about 30 miles to 250 miles off the shore. The 
seals are then proceeding northwards at a leisurely pace, travelling 
during the night and feeding and sleeping in the day time, 
especially in bright, sunshiny weather. “Sleepers,” as the 
hunters call them, are the easiest to shoot; “travellers” more 
difficult. With skilful hunters, the proportion of seals lost by 
sinking after being shot varies from about 5 to 10 per cent. A 
schooner with six or seven boats can take, on the average, close 
on 1,000 skins in the four months, March to June. That closes 
the first stage of the season, and they then either tranship their 
catches at sea into a collecting ship from Victoria and San 
Francisco, or else put into this port and land their skins for 
shipment to London, Victoria, or San Francisco. This done, 
after a short stay and revictualling in port, they then start north- 
wards for the second stage of the hunting in the western side of 
Behring Sea and in the Okhotsk Sea. 

It is believed that the chances of approaching close to the 
rookeries apart this second stage of the hunting season, lasting 
from the end of July till the end of October, yields a very 
much smaller catch than the first stage, and that, with a protective 
zone established round the rookeries, the sealers will find it hardly 
worth while to continue it. 

At the rate at which the pelagic sealing schooners are 
increasing, and in the absence of more effective measures for the 
protection of the herd on the rookeries, no less than at sea, the 
industry cannot last long. In 1885 there were, it is stated 
only about 10 Canadian schooners engaged in it. In 1890 
the number had increased to 25 or 26; and in 1893, there 
were over 60, to say nothing of the American schooners, which, 
are probably not quite so numerous. These figures include the 
whole of the Canadian sealing fleet. As regards the portion of it 


that is engaged in the hunting on this western side of the Pacific, 
the rate of increase is even more rapid, as the figures for this and 


416 SEKAL-FISHING IN JAPANESE WATERS. [April 1894, 


the two previous years show. In 1891 only one schooner; in 
1892, 11 or 12; and in 1893 at least 30 hunted in these waters ; 
and the probability is that next year the number will be still 
larger. There are three grounds for anticipating this result. In 
the first place the advantage, as compared with the American 
side, ef the shorter range, and the greater concentration of the 
herd is now well known to the sealers. Secondly, the close season 
and the limits prescribed by the award of the Behring Sea arbi- 
trators, is sure to drive many over to this side. And, lastly, the 
fact that there isa considerable saving in freight and charges 
when the skins are packed here and shipped vid the Suez Canal 
to London, as compared with the charges and freight from the 
Canadian or American side, will tell in the same Teiiien It 
costs about 1} dols. (gold) per skin to pack and ship to London 
from either Vancouver or San Francisco, whereas the packing 
charges and freight from Hakodate barely amount to 50 cents 
per skin. 

Upon the Japanese people the sudden apparition of «a band 
of foreign adventurers exploiting a hitherto neglected, and, indeed, 
unsuspected source of wealth so near to the Japanese coast, has 
had a somewhat startling and stimulating effect. Many of the 
native newspapers affect to regard the pelagic sealers as poachers. 
But, in this island at least, the distinction between poaching and 
pelagic sealing is becoming clear to the people ; and signs are not 
wanting that very soon some of them will try to take a hand in 
the game. At present the right to take seals or sea-otters in 
Japanese territorial waters, is virtually a monopoly of a recently 
established joint-stock company called Teikoku Suisan Kai Sha 
(Imperial Marine Products Company).—(No. 1,327, Foreign 
Office Annual Series.) 


IX.—THE DEVELOPMENT OF MOZAMBIQUE. 


The United States consul at Mozambique, in a recent report 
to his Government, gives the following particulars of the develop- 
ment of the Mozambique country, more especially by the 
Mozambique Company :— 

The districts of Manica and Sofala, in the province of Mozam- 
bique, have long been known to be rich in gold. During the 
early days of Portuguese occupation of this province considerable 
quantities of gold were obtained from time to time, and old 
records show that by reason of this discovery the wealth of the 
government was not a little augmented. 

Later explorers, such as Livingstone, Thomas Bains, and Carl 
Mauch, testify to the amount of gold in these districts. It was 
the last named, who, in 1871, discovered the ruins of Zimbabye 
(though some authorities state that they were visited by a 
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wandering American sailor years bofore), and found that the 
natives living in the vicinity of these ruins had long been 
accustomed to work the alluvial gold-bearing ground. 

It was to exploit these goldfields of the Sofala district, that a 
company under the title of the Compagnie de Fondateurs du 
Zambése, was founded in Paris in 1873 by Col. Paiva d’ Andrada, 
a Portuguese officer, who has done much toward opening up this 
country. He made several expeditions, starting from near where 
Beira is now located, about 40 miles north of the old port of 
Sofala, and located many quartz reefs rich in go!d, besides 
several alluvial fields, but on account of the great difficulties of 
transport and communication was not able to accomplish all he 
desired. He more than confirmed, however, the accounts of the 
earlier travellers and writers. 

The Mozambique Company, formed in 1888, took up the work 
of the former company. The Mozambique Company’s capital at 
the start was a modest one—200,000 dols.—but a year later it 
was doubled, and, as a concession of the mineral rights of the 
district had been obtained without payment, the whole capital 
-was available for working purposes. In 1891 the capital of the 
company was increased to 5,000,000 dols., of which 2,000,000 
dols. were paid up, and a royal charter was obtained from the 
Portuguese Government giving the company sovereign powers 
over the district, and the sole right to levy customs and other 
taxes; to construct and work roads, railroads, canals, ports, 
piers, docks, bridges, waterworks, telegraphs, and other public 
works; to navigate the interior rivers of the district, with the 
exception of the branches of the Zambesi and Shire rivers; to 
prospect and mine for gold and other minerals and precious 
stones ; and to work the coral, pearl, and sponge fisheries. It 
also has the sole right to hunt elephants in the district. 

On the other hand, the Company, in addition to other engage- 
ments and obligations, agreed to construct a railroad from the 
coast to the western frontier of the district. The construction of 
this line was afterwards intrusted to a subsidiary company formed 
for the purpose. 

It was not until 1892 that the territory comprised by the two 
districts of Manica and Sofala—and now designated as the 
province of Manica-Sofala —was formally transferred to the 
Company. During the previous year there had been much 
friction between the Portuguese and English over the boundary 
line between their two territories, and hostilities at one time 
seemed imminent. The Anglo-Portuguese convention, signed in 
Lisbon, 11th June 1891, defined the boundaries between the 
two territories and provided for an immediate survey, and thus 
what might have culminated in serious trouble was amicably 
settled. Everything having been satisfactorily arranged, the 
Company moved in and assumed entire control, making Beira its 
headquarters. - 

Beira had by this time become a thriving port. Prospectors 
and others, bound for the goldfields in British as well as 
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Portuguese territory, had made it their point of departure from 
the coast, and many enterprising merchants from older ports had 
opened places of business and were doing a thriving trade. One 
European steamship line is now running regular monthly steamers 
vid the north, and some half-dozen lines are running semi-monthly 
and monthly steamers vid the Cape of Good Hope to Beira. 
Parties for the goldfields proceed from Beira up the Pungue 
River in river steamers to the town of Fontesvilla, some 42 miles 
distant. Fontesvilla is the starting point of the Beira Railway, 
which is being constructed on a gauge of 2 feet, to be widened 
later on to 3 ft. 6 ins.—the Pe gauge of all railroads in 
South Africa—and when fully completed will be on the eastern 
border of the British South Africa Company’s territory. Beyond 
Fontesvilla is a stretch of swampy land many miles in extent 
and meron the swamps is a belt of country infested with the 
tsetse fly. 

The vitieaad is about completed to the end of the first contract, 
77 miles from the point of departure ; its present terminus.is well 
out of the swamps, but is still in the fly country. The materials 
for the construction of the second contract—some 35 miles in 
length—are on the water, and are now due at Beira. When this 
cortract is finished, which will probably not be until May next, 
the terminus of the first section of the line will be at a place 
called Chimoia’s Kraal, or Chimoia, 120 miles distant from 
Fontesvilla and well out of the fly country. Heavy rains 
delayed the construction of the first 75 miles and did much 
damage to the line, otherwise it would have been finished 
long ago. 

On account of the tsetse fly, whose bite causes certain death to 
oxen and other domestic animals, all goods at present have to be 
transported from Beira or Fontesvilla to Chimoia, through the 
miles of swamps and fly country intervening, by native porters, 
an expensive process, as it necessitates all goods being packed in 
loads of 50 or 60 lbs. weight ; consequently no mining machinery 
can go up, and miniag is in its infancy, though prospecting (is 
actively going on. 

When the railroad is open fer traffic to Chimoia there will be 
no serious obstacle to the transport of heavy goods and machinery, 
as there are good waggon roads beyond and ox waggons are 
plentiful. 

The Mozambique Company is confident that within another 
year mining operations will be actively carried on throughout its 
territory. ‘This territory covers an area of 60,000 square miles, 
is healthy in the uplands, and, besides being rich in minerals other 
than gold, is marvellously fertile. ‘I'he Company has fully recog- 
nised the immense value and importance of the gold-fields, 
especially those in and about Massi Kessi and the mountains to 
the south of that place, and has framed a code of mining laws 
that are liberal and compare wel! with those of other countries, 
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X—COMPARATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
MEXICAN GULF PORTS. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 24th February, 
Mr. Arthur Chapman, Her Majesty’s Consul at Vera Cruz, 
encloses the following memorandum on the comparative import- 
ance of the Mexican Gulf Ports :— 


Vera Cruz—Vera Cruz is still the principal port of Mexico 
and is connected with the capital by the shortest route by rail. 

For many years the Mexican railroad was the only one in the 
country and it is still the best constructed and most commodious. 
This was sufficient to give Vera Cruz a monopoly as a port of 
transit for foreign trade with the interior, and the opening in the 
last few years of the Interoceanic line, between this place and 
Mexico, increased the value of the port in this respect and 
benefited the public by reducing railroad freights through 
competition, 

As a port, however, there is much to be desired. Its approach 
is beset with dangerous reefs and currents, and the anchorage 
when reached is cramped, and exposed vessels have to be moored 
fore and aft heading to the north and during heavy weather have 
not sufficient room to turn and put to sea on an emergency. 
During the winter months strong northerly gales prevail, which 
until late years swept unimpeded into the bay, preventing all 
communication with the shore. 

Vast sums of money and great efforts have been “expended in 
building a breakwater or seawall across the north entrance to 
protect the pest from these gales, and it is satisfactory to note 
that, although this wall is not finished and for the most part only 
just shows above water, there is a great improvement in the bay, 
vessels being protected from the heavy sea and cargo is now able 
to be worked in weather during which formerly lighters could 
not be used. During heavy northerly gales, however, there is 
still too much sea in the bay to allow of working, not only on 
account of the unfinished condition of the wall, but also on 
account of the extent of the surface of the bay and the shoal 
water inshore. 

The blocking up of the north passage has given rise to a 
further difficulty by the silting up of the sand, which calls for 
immediate and energetic measures to prevent very serious con- 
sequences to the port. Already the work in the bay is delayed 
when lighters cannot go alongside the piers on account of broken 
water or for want of depth. No doubt engineering skill can find 
a remedy for this evil, but the longer this work is delayed the 
greater will be the difficulties to be overcome. 
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There are many better ports on the gulf coast of Mexico than 
Vera Cruz, and as railroad communication increases in the 
Republic, the new lines naturally seek other outlets and bring 
new ports into direct connection with the capital, developing the 
country through which they pass—the result being that foreign 
freight destined for these districts and produce coming from 
thence are diverted from Vera Cruz, and new country being 
opened by the railroads, new markets are created which increases 
local produce and the demand for foreign merchandise. 

But so far no land route has been able to compete in mileage 
with that from Vera Cruz to the capitai, and until that happens 
this port will not lose its through freights to Mexico. As to 
local freight, Vera Gruz has had the start for many years. 

The increase of railroad communication and the improvement 
of seaports in the Republic has tended to the increase of imports 
and exports generally, but has not affected Vera Cruz to any 
extent as a port of transit. 

It is to be hoped that the efforts now being directed to protect 
this port from the dangers that beset it will prove successful, 
and that its natural disadvantages will soon be overcome. 


Tampico.—Attempts have been made to bring Tampico into 
competition with Vera Cruz. This, however, can never be done 
whilst the mileage by rail to Mexico from that port is so far in 
excess of that from Vera Cruz, and whilst this mileage can only 
be reduced by increasing the grade to a higher percentage than 
that of its rival. 

Apart from competition Tampico has many advantages as a 
safe and convenient port where vessels can discharge in the river 
alongside the wharfs, provided always that the difficulty of the 
bar at the mouth of the river has been permanently overcome. 

Tampico will grow with the development of the interior with 
which it is in touch, and, no doubt in this respect, it will not be 
long before it rivals Vera Cruz as a commercial port. 


Tuxpam—There are, however, other ports on the coast that 
can boast of natural advantages, and it may not be long before 
Tuxpam is connected with the capital bya railroad that may 
compete in mileage with that from Vera Cruz. 


Alvarado.—Not to mention other ports, Alvarado will soon 
attract attention through the development of that district, and the 
improvements already effected in the navigation of its waterways. 


Coatzacoalcos.—Coatzacoalcos, however, besides the facilities it 
will offer to the local trade which will naturally be developed by 
the Tehuantepec railroad, will have an importance of its own as 
being the gulf terminus of the transcontinental railroad across 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec to Salina Cruz. 

This line, of some 200 miles, will shortly be finished, and will 
probably be opened by next September. The ports of Coatza- 
coalcos and Salina Cruz will, however, require extensive harbour 
works to make them suitable for the amount of tonnage that will 
be attracted to them. 
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Coatzacoalcos is capable of being made a good and commodious 
port. It is situated at the mouth of the river of the same name, 
navigable to vessels of 1,000 tons for over 21 miles. The bar 
_ at the mouth of the river is composed of hard substance and 
does not change. Vessels of 12 ft. 6 ins. draught are able to pass 
the bar with safety. It is proposed to deepen this bar, and to 
confine the current of the river by jetties, and to build wharfs 
for the discharge of vessels alongside. 

Minatitlan, the principal town of this district, is seme 21 miles 
up the river, and owes its importance to the mahogany and cedar 
trade. The business of the place has, however, fallen oft during 
the last few years, but there are still good supplies of mahogany 
in the interior and vast lands capable of producing all tropical 
products and only requiring development. 

The present population, exclusive of the shifting population, 
such as railroad employees, is: Minatitlan, 15,000 ; Alicceaitane 
15,000 ; rural and village population, some 20,000. 

The climate of this district is stated to be comparatively 
healthy, it being affirmed thit there is no yellow fever. 

The railroad across the Tehuantepec isthmus will attract 
freight destined for the Pacific coast and will divert a considerable 
portion froin Panama, by offering a near route to many parts of 
the world, more especially, perhaps, to the west coasts of Central 
and North America and to Australia. © 


Under these circumstances Coatzacoalcos will soon become the. 
most important port on the Mexican Gulf Coast. : 
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XI.—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF BRITISH INDIA. 


The following particulars of the foreign trade of British India 
for the year ended the 3lst March 1893, as compared with 
previous years, are taken from Mr. J. E. O’Conor’s review, 
recently published as a blue-book [C.—7280, price 1s. 2}d.]. The 
sign Rx. wherever used indicates tens of rupees. 

The total imports for the year 1892-93 were valued at 
Rx. 79,614,840, made up as follows :— 

Merchandise, Rx. 62,605,030; gold, Rx. 1,781,789; silver, 
Rx. 15,228,021. The corresponding total value for 1891-92 was 
Rx. 81,310,119, consisting of merchandise, Rx. 66,587,457; gold, 
Rx. 4,118,929 ; and silver, Rx. 10,603,733. 

The total exports for the year 1892-93 were valued at 
Rx. 113,464,991, as compared with Rx. 111,179,196 in 1891-92. 
The different items going to make up this total were: foreign 
merehandise re-exported, Rx. 4,590,290 (as against Rx. 4,485,179); 
Indian merchandise, Rx. 101,945,707 (as against Rx.103,550,831) ; 
gold, Rx. 4,594,472 (Rx. 1,705,137); and silver, Rx. 2,334,522 
(Rx. 1,438,049). 

The total trade—imports and exports together-—for the last five 

ears was as follows:—1892-93, Rx. 193,079,831; 1891-92, 

x. 192,489,315; 1890-91, Rx. 193,162,014; 1889-90, 
Rx. 189,258,204 ; 1888-89, Rx. 179,096,946. 

‘Trade has thus made no advance during the last three years. 
In the five years since 1888-89 the increase in trade values has 
been under 8 per cent., which is but a slow rate of increase. 

Including Government transactions the aggregate trade of 
the five years was: — 1888-89, Rx. 182,119,306; 1889-90, 
Rx. 192,023,710; 1890-91, Rx. 196,260,382; 1891-92, Rx. 
195,615,323 ; 1892-93, Rx. 196,829,486. 

Government transactions were large last year in the importation 
of ordnance stores, iron, and railway material. 

The trade of India has been very unfavourably affected in 
the last three years. In 1890--91 its course was violently in- 
terrupted by a sudden and rapid rise in exchange followed by 
an equally sudden and rapid fall. In 1891-92 exchange fell still 
further and heavily, and a reaction in the import trade followed 
the temporary stimulus given to it by the rise in exchange in the 
preceding year. Trade generally was depreszed, except in wheat 
and seeds, for which there was a large demand arising out of the 
failure of the Russian and other European harvests. In 1892-93 
this demand no longer existed and the depression of trade con- 
tinued, accompanied by a further fall in exchange so continuous 
and persistent as to create grave anxiety. Imports were greatly 
reduced in volume, merchants being reluctant to import and 
dealers to buy while exchange remained in such conditions that 
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transactions might involve them in the most serious embarrass- 
ments, Exports also were restricted, by reason partly of lack of 
demand in Europe, where trade was generally much depressed, 
partly of abundant supplies from other countries, and partly of 
more or less unfavourable harvests in India. 

A large number of staple imports declined either in quantity 
or in value, or in both, during the year, a decline being visible 
in such important items as cotton yarns and _piece-goods, 
woollen goods, apparel, copper, iron, steel, tin, zine, railway 
materials, coal, salt, sugar, tea, spices, raw silk, hardware and 
cutlery, glassware, and paper. There were increases in beer, 
spirits, provisions, machinery, mineral dyes, mineral oils, manu- 
factured silk, matches, umbrellas, and some other items; but they 
are of no importance in comparison with the decline in the articles 
mentioned above. 

In the export trade the articles which declined either in quantity 
or in value, or in both, were :—coffee, rice, wheat, other grains 
and pulse, provisions, sugar, tea, opium, myrabolams, castor oil, 
— (raw), linseed, poppy-seed, earthnuts, coir, shell, and button 

ac. 

There were, on the other hand, increases in raw cotton and 
cotton yarn and piece-goods, in jute and jute goods, indigo, castor, 
rape, and til seed, silk and wool, teak, and skins (raw). The 
increases in these articles, however, did not suffice to counter- 
balance the decline in other staples, especially in wheat, and on 
the whole the export trade was less by 1} per cent. in value than 
the trade of the preceding year. In 1891-92 the failure of 
harvests in Europe caused such an expansion of the wheat trade 
as to save the export trade generally from showing an appreciable 
decline. Last year the position was reversed, for the export trade 
generally would have shown an appreciable increase but for the 
restriction of the wheat trade within normal limits. “© 

Excluding the abnormal year 1891-92 the average annual 
exports of wheat have been about 795,000 tons since 1881-82, in 
which year the trade may be said to have taken its full develop- 
ment. List year—1892-93—the exports were about 749,000 
tons. The decline in the exports from Kérachi was very great, 
the harvests of the Punjab having been not up to the average ; 
but from Bombay and Calcutta also exports fell off considerably, 
though supplies were abundant if they had been required in 
Europe. For the first three months of the year, April, May, and 
Juie, the months following the harvest, the shipments were fairly 
large, but they then fell off rapidly and hive remained low up to 
the present. Indian wheat was, in fact, in snall demand from 
Europe, where the harvests were much better than they had been 
in 1891. 
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XIT.—_REGULATIONS FOR THE NAVIGATION OF 
THE SUEZ CANAL. 


A communication dated the 27th March has been received at 
the Board of Trade from the Foreign Office transmitting copies 
of the regulations made by the Suez Canal Company for ships 
passirtg through the canal. The following are the regulations in 
question :— 

Art. 1. On receiving a copy of the present regulations captains 
of ships shall bind themselves to abide by and conform themselves 
to these rules in all points, to obey all signals therein mentioned, 
and satisfy any requisition made in view of the execution of these 
regulations. 

Art. 2. The transit through the Suez Canal is open to ships of 
all nationalities, provided that their draft of water does not exceed 
seven metres and eighty centimetres (25 ft. 7 in. English), and 
that they conform to the following conditions :— 

Sailing vessels above 50 tons are bound to be towed through. 

Steam vessels may pass through the canal by means of their 
own steam power or be towed subjcct to the conditions hereinafter 
notified. 

Of course the towage of steamers tlirough the canal is not com- 
pulsory on the company; it will be only performed in so far as 
they have unengaged tugboats. 

Art. 3. The maximum speed of all ships passing through the 
canal, is figed at ten (10) kilometres equal to 54 nautical miles 
per hour, 

Art. 4. Every vessel measuring more than one hundred (100) 
tons gross must take on board either for entering or clearing the 
ports of Port Said and Port Thewfik, or for passing through the 
canal, a pilot of the company who will furnish all particulars as to 
the course to be steered. 

The captain is held responsible for all groundings and acci- 
dents of whatsoever kind, resulting from the management and 
manceuvring of his ship by day or by night. 

Pilots place at the disposal of captains of vessels their experi- 
ence and practical knowledge of the canal; but as they cannot 
be specially acquainted with the defects or peculiarities of 
each steamer and her machinery, in stopping, steering, &c., the 
responsibility as regards the management of the ship, devolves 
solely upon the captain. 

Art. 5. When a ship intending to proceed through the canal 
shall have dropped anchor either at Port Said or Port Thewfik, 
the captain must enter his ship at the Transit Office and pay all 
dues for passuge, and when there is occasion for pilotage, towage, 
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and berthing ; a receipt for the same shall be delivered to him, 
which will serve as a voucher whenever required, 

The following written information must be handed in by the 
captain :— 

, se and nationality of the ship, to be identified by exhibiting 
the ship’s papers respective thereto. 

Name of the captain. 

Names of the owners and charterers, 

Port of sailing. 

Port of destination. 

Draft of water. 

Number of passengers as shown by the passage list. 

Statement of crew as shown by the muster roll and its schedules. 
(Sailors occasionally taken on board of vessels passing through the 
Suez Canal are not considered as forming part of the crew, and are 
taxed in conformity with paragraph 6 of Art. 11 of the present 
regulations). 

Capacity of the ship according to the legal measurement ascer- 
tained by producing the special canal certificate, or the ship’s 
official papers established in conformity with the rules of the 
International Tonnage Commission, assembled at Constantinople 
in 1873. 

Art. 6. The company determine the hour of departure of each 
ship and her subsequent stoppages at sidings, in such manner as 
to give full security for the navigation as well as to ensure as much 
as possible the rapid passage of mail steamers. 

Therefore no ship can demand as a right an immediate passage 
through the canal, neither will any claim be admitted in connec- 
tion with any delay originating from the foregoing causes. 

Unless otherwise ordered, ships engaged upon mail service, 
under the conditions specified in the next paragraph, happening 
to be in any of the sidings between Port Said and the Bitter Lakes, 
or being at anchor or stopped in Lake Timsah or at the South 
Light or North Light berths, at the same time with other ships, 
whether ships of war or merchant ships, are authorised to pass 
such other ships and to continue their journey first, in their 
respective order of arrival in the siding or in the lakes. 

Mail steamers, viz., steamers performing a regular mail service 
under contract with a government, at fixed dates appointed in 
advance and having been duly vouched for as such, shall carry at 
the foremast head a blue signal with the letter P cut out in blank 
in the centre. ' 

Art. 7. All ships ready to enter the canal must have their yards 
braced forward, their jib-booms run in, and their boats swinging 
in board. In addition to their two bow anchors, they must carry 
.at the stern ready for letting go at the request of the pilot a strong 
kedge with a stout hawser bent on sufficient to hold the ship. 

Art. 8. § 1. Every ship must, during her passage through the 

canal, have either in tow or ready to float a fitted out boat carry- 
ing a hawser in readiness to be run out at once and made fast to 
one of the mooring posts on either side of the canal, 
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§ 2. The captain must set a watch both by day and night; the 
men to be in readiness to ease away or cut hawsers, as may be 
required. 

Every ship made fast on four hawsers must slacken those 
moored to leeward, in order to give free passage to tuge, steam 
launches, hopper-barges, and any other craft of a light draft, that 
shall have to pass her. 

§ 3. Until further orders, navigation by night-time by means of 
the electric light is authorised for steamers under conditions 
mentioned in paragraphs 8, 9, and 10 of the present article. 

Navigation by night time for steamers unprovided with electric 
light is only authorised under exceptional circumstances, the 
captain accepting full responsibility in writing for any delay, 
mishap, and damages that might happen to his own ship, as well 
as for any similar accidents he might cause to other ships in 
transit or to the company’s craft and plant happening to be in 
the canal. 

While navigating by night time, ships must carry their usual 
lights and have a man on the Jook-out forward. 

Ships in the sidings or moored during night time must show a 
white light and another aft with the usual look-out. 

On the nearing of tugs, steam launches, hopper-barges, &c., or 
of a ship empowered to pass them, they must show the side for 
free passage, by exhibiting on such side two white lights. 

§ 4. All steamers, tugs included, must blow their whistles 
when approaching the curves of the canal, also when approaching 
in either direction boats or lighters, dredgers, or any craft afloat. 
‘They must stop when the channel is not clear and pass at a 
reduced speed all sidings, stone or earth-work yards; they must 
also slacken speed and have their two bow anchors ready for 
letting go when passing vessels made fast or under way, hopper- 
barges, dredgers, or any other craft. 

§ 5. Whenever a collision appears probable, no ship must 
hesitate to run aground and thus avoid the collision. The 
expenses consequent upon grounding under these circumstances 
shall be defrayed by the ship in fault. 

§ 6, When two vessels proceeding in an opposite direction are 
in sight of each other, they must both decrease their speed and 
hug the starboard shore or stop, if so required by the pilot. 


§ 7. Ships proceeding in the same direction are not allowed to 


pass each other in the canal. 
This, when necessary, can only be effected at the sidings, under 
the immediate supervision of the Canal Company’s employés. 


§ 8. Steamers iptensing to go throngh the canal at night must 
first satisfy the agents of the Company in Port Said, or Port 
Thewfik, that they are provided :— 


Ist. forward with an electric “projector” throwing a light 
1,200 metres ahead; this projector must be placed as near as 
possible to the water line. 
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2nd. With an electric lamp and shade suspended above the 
upper deck aud powerful enough to light up a circular area of 
about 200 metres diameter. 

The agents of the company will decide whether the apparatus 
fulfil the requirements of the regulations so that ships provided 
with them may, without inconvenience, be authorised to navigate 
the canal at night. 

Besides, in case of damages to the ship or inefficiency of the 
electric apparatus, navigation at night may be suspended for said 
steamer. 

§ 9. Whenever a vessel navigating by night is ordered to get 
into a siding, she must, immediately on having done so, put out 
her electric lamps and her course lights; every vessel navigating 
at night the Bitter Lakes or mooring at night out of a siding 
must also put out all her electric lamps. 

§ 10. When two or more ships having electric lights are 
navigating in train at night in the same direction, should any of 
them stop, she must at once hoist a red light at her mizen mast- 
head blowing at the same time her steam-whistle three times in 
close succession repeating this at a few moments’ interval until 
the ship following her repeats this signal, which shall be taken as 
an order to slacken speed at once with a view to stopping, if 
need be. 

§ 11. Navigation at night is entirely forbidden to sailing ships 
and boats. 

Art. 9. When circumstances arise that oblige a ship to stop 
out of a siding, the captain must make fast ahead and astern to 
the weather bank and show immediately the signals ordered by 
the present rules, 

In the event of grounding, the agents of the company alone 
shall have the right to direct all operations by which a vessel is to 
be floated off again, to unload and tow the vessel as may be 
necessary, by means of the plant and stock which the company 
has at hand, at the expense of the vessel, unless it be regularly 
proved that there was an insufficient depth of water in the 
canal, or that erroneous direction by the pilot had caused the 
grounding. 

The aforesaid costs of floating, towing, discharging and re- 
loading, &c., must be paid aulendis with a statement or 


estimate drawn up by the company, before the departure of the 
ship from Port Said or Port Thewfik. : 


All manceuvres with the object of helping grounded vessels to 
get off are formally prohibited to other ships in transit. 


Art. 10. The following prohibitions are hereby notified :— 


§ 1. The overloading of the deck, before entering the canal, 
with coals or other merchandise which might alter the general 
stability of the vessels or would interfere with navigation ; 


§ 2. The anchoring of a ship in the canal except through 
unavoidable circumstances, and then only with the coneent of 
the pilot; 
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§ 3. Throwing overboard in the ports and during the journey 
from sea to sea, and at any point whatever of such journey earth, 
ashes, cinders, or material of any kind ; 

§ 4. Picking up, without the direct intervention of the 
company’s agents, anything that may have fallen into the 
canal. 

Should any material, of whatever kind fall overboard, the 
circumstances are to be immediately made known to the pilot, 
who is instructed to transmit such information to the company’s 
agent at the nearest station. 

The recovery of all articles dropped into the canal, in what- 
ever way such salvage is effected, shall be carried out at the 
expense of the captain, to whom such articles will be restored, 
against reimbursement of the said expense ; 

§ 5. It is expressly forbidden, and on penalty of legal pro- 
ceedings, to masters of ships while in the canal or in the ports or 
sidings thereunto appertaining, to allow any guns to be fired from 
on board their ships ; 

§ 6. They are forbidden to sound their steam-whistle in the 
ports of the canal, except as an alarm signal in case of serious 
danger ; 

§ 7. Burial in the banks of the canal is forbidden. 

Art. 11. 1. The net tonnage resulting from the system of 
measurement laid down by the International Commission of Con- 
stantinople and inscribed on the special certificates issued by the 
competent authorities, or on the ship’s official papers, is the basis 
for levying the special navigation due, which is at present nine 
francs (9 fr.). 

In levying the dues, any alteration of net tonnage subsequent 
to the delivery of the above-mentioned certificate or papers shall 
be taken into account ; 

2. The canal authorities may ascertain whether cargo or pas- 
sengers are carried in any spaces which, as shown by the certificate 
of tonnage, have not been included in the gross measurements, or 
which were allowed as deductions for the accommodation of the 
crew after measurement, or which being within the engine, boiler, 
or bunker space, form no part of the net tonnage shown on the 
certificate ; 

And generally may verify whether all the spaces which ought 
to be included in the tonnage are entered on the certificate and 
are exactly determined thereon. 


3. Every vessel not provided with a special certificate or 
official papers giving the net tonnage laid down by the Con- 
stantinople Commission, shall be measured by the company’s 
agents, in conformity with the Constantinople rules, and shall 
pay her dues according to such measurement, until she produces 
a special certificate from the authorities of her own country. 

4. Until further orders, ships in ballast will be allowed a 
reduction of 2 francs 50 centimes per ton on the tariff for 
transit. 
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5. Any ship carrying mails or passengers or having in her holds 
coals or other merchandise in whatever quantity, is not considered 
as being in ballast. 

6. The charge of ten (10) francs per passenger above 12 years 
of age, or of five (5) francs per passenger from 3 to 12 years old, 
as well as the transit dues, must be prepaid on entering the canal 
at Port Said or Port Thewfik. 

7. The berthing or anchoring dues at Port Said, Ismailia, and 
opposite the company’s embankment at Port Thewfik, are fixed at 
0 fr, 02 centimes per day per ton, after a stay of twenty-four (24) 
hours at the berth assigned to the ship by harbour master, and 
whatever be the duration of her stay. These dues will be 
collected every ten days. 

8. Claims for errors in the declaration of tonnage or in the 
levying of the dues must be sent in within a month after the 
ship’s passage through the canal. After this delay, rectifications 
will not be admitted ; no erroneous application of the tariff can 
ever be brought forward as a precedent against the company, 

Art, 12. § 1. The charges for towage in the canal by the 
company’s tug service are fixed as follows :— 

For sailing vessels measuring 400 tons and under, 1,200 fis. ; 
for sailing vessels measuring above 400 tons, 1,200 frs. for the 
first 400 tons and 2 frs. 50 centimes for every surplus ton. 

For steamers measuring above 400 tons, 2 frs. per ton without 
any distinction, upon their whole tonnage, but on the condition 
that they use their propelling power or keep it in readiness for 
assisting the tug. 

Steamers measuring under 400 tons, also steamers not intending 
to give the assistance of their propelling power will pay the same 
as sailing vessels. 

§ 2. The charges for towage in the roads by the company’s tug 
service on ships applying for such service, are fixed as follows — 

For steamers or sailing ships, without distinction, the tariff is 
0 fr. 25 centimes per ton of net tonnage ; for the distance between 
the inner basins and the end of the jetties and reciprocally: the 
minimum charge to be fifty (50 frs.). 

For towage to a greater distance, the amount shall be settled 
by private agreement. 

§ 3. When a ship shall require a tug to act as a tender the 
charge for such services will be 1,200 frs. a day, if a tug of the 
first class be employed, and 800 frs. a day for a tug of the second 
class. In the event of stoppage, the tug will render assistance 
in getting the vessel under way, each time that it may be necessary. 
Ifthe vessel is towed by the tender, any distance exceeding that 
of one station from another, the charge for towage may be 
demanded in lieu of the tariff fixed for acting as a tender. 

It is hereby provided that when a tug shall only have accom- 
panied or towed a vessel one half of the length of the canal, 
600 frs. shall be levied for the return trip of a first-class, and 
400 frs. for a second-class tug, and one-half only of the total 
towage or tender dues shall be charged. No other division than 
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that of one-half shall be allowed ; from Ismailia to Port Said being 
considered one-half on one side and from Ismailia to Port Thewfik 
the other half, on the other side. 

All ships towed must furnish their own warps. 

For the towing of monitors, loaded or empty lighters, and other 
exceptional vessels, arrangements by contract to be made by 
private agreement. 

§ 4. In all other cases tug hire will be invoiced according to 
tariff rates annexed to the present regulations. 

§ 5. Shipowners are authorised to have their vessels towed and 
accompanied by their own steam tugs, all responsibility connected 
with such acts devolving upon themselves. 

Such tugs are to be approved of by the canal company. 

Ships towed or accompanied by tugs belonging to their owner 
will pay 0 fr. 50 centimes (50 centimes) per ton as towage dues, 

Such tugs, whenever they shall tow or accompany vessels 
belonging to their proper owners will be free of any tax 
whatever. 

Whenever they go through the canal for the purpose of meeting 
vessels.of their owners which they are entitled to tow or accom- 
pany, or when returning to their usual berth after having towed 
or accompanied them through, eaid tugs shall not be submitted to 
payment of the special navigation dues, but they must take a 
pilot on board. 

Any transport of goods or passengers is prohibited to them; 
the fact of having on board passengers or goods would entail upon 
them the payment of all dues and charges to which ships in transit 
are subject. 

Whenever the said tugs shall be used for towing or accom- 

nying vessels not belonging to their own proper owners the same 
ed and charges shall be levied on them as on ships in transit, 

Besides the special treatment specified by the present article, 
tugs belonging to private owners shall be subject to the strict 
observance of the present regulations concerning vessels berthing 
or in transit. 

Art. 13. Pilotage charges for entering Port Said harbour and 
leaving the same are fixed as follows for ships not going through 
the canal :— 

Pilotage by daytime: steamere, 25 frs.; sailing ships, 10 fre. 

Pilotage by night-time, before sunrise and after sunset: 
steamers, 54 fre. ; sailing ships, 20 frs . 

The payment of the pilotage charge for entering Port Said 
harbour and leaving the same is compulsory on every ship 
measuring one Lundred (100) tons gross and upwards, 


Whatever length of time ships may stay in the harbour of 
Port Said, and whatever commercial operations they may transact 
there, total remission will be made of the pilotage charges for day- 
time entrance, or remission of half the charge for night-time 
entrance, if they decide to go through the canal. 


[ | 


April 1894.] REGULATIONS FOR NAVIGATION OF SUEZCANAL. 43] 

The pilotage charge for entering or leaving Port Said harbour 

at night-time is fixed as follows for ships going through the 
al 


canal :— 

Steamers, 25 frs. ; sailing ships, 10 frs. 

Twenty (20) frs. per day is levied for a pilot kept on board in 
case of berthing. 

Art. 14. Provisionally and until further orders, ships, barges, 
lighters, and other craft, either coming in ballast or empty from 
Port Said under orders for Ismailia or returning from Ismailia to 
Port Said with cargoes of native produce ; or bringing from Port 
Said to Ismailia cargoes bound to districts of Lower Egypt next to 
the canal, and returning empty or in ballast from Ismailia to Port 
Said, shall be exempted, either outward or homeward bound, 
whether they be empty or in ballast, from the special navigation 
dues, and shall only be subject to the payment of two francs sixty 
centimes (2 frs. 60 ¢.) per ton, for their passage when loaded 
outward or homeward bound. 

Such toll is to be prepaid when said ships, barges, lighters, or 
other craft enter the canal, in ballast or empty, to go and take 
cargo of native produce at Ismailia as well as when loaded. 

As regards dues or i. other than the special navigation 
dues, said ships, barges, lighters, or other craft are bound to pay 
them in full. 

Art. 15. The Company receive from shipowners or their agents 
payments in advance on account of transit and any other dues 
specified in the present regulations. 

Against these payments receipts are delivered, which can be 
tendered as cash to the company’s agents in Egypt appointed to 
collect the dues. 

The company’s agents appointed to collect the dues in Egypt, 
are moreover empowered with respect to ships whose owners have 
made the above payments for transit in advance, to accept the 
— draft at sight on the owners for any balance that may be 

ue, 

In the event of payments in advance not being effected in time 
to remit receipts thereof to the captains, the company will inform 
by telegraph, their agents in Egypt, of the amounts so paid. The 
cost of telegrams to be defrayed by the shipowners. 

This last clause is equally applicable to payments in advance 
made for dues of ships coming from beyond or eastward of Suez. 

Attached to these regulations is an appendix giving extracts 
from the regulations for the measurement of tonnage recommended 
by the International Tonnage Commission at Constantinople in 
1873; tariff for the hire of plant ; signals from ships, from harbours, 
and from sidings, and provisional regulations for navigation and 

crossing of ships in the widened parts of the canal, 
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XIII.—TARIFF MODIFICATIONS IN SWITZERLAND 
AND NORWAY. | 


In consequence of the conclusion of Commercial Treaties 
between Spain on the one hand, and Switzerland, Sweden, 
Norway, and the Netherlands on the other, various alterations 
have been introduced into the Customs tariffs of some of the 
countries named. A complete statement of the alterations 
introduced into the Spanish tariff as the result of these treaties has 
already been published in Board of Trade Journal (see pages 47 
to 50 of the Journal for January last), and it may be useful to 
supplement this information by a statement giving particulars of 
such alterations in the tariffs of the other powers named as also 
result from the treaties referred to. It has to be stated, however, 
that the treaties between Spain and the Netherlands and between 
Spain and Sweden do not provide for any alterations in either the 
Dutch or Swedish import duties, so that the following statements 

“of concessions made to Spain by Norway and Switzerland 
respectively will, with the statement published in January, com- 
plete the record of the tariffs of import duties established by this 
series of treaties. 

It may be added that the different descriptions of goods 
mentioned below when imported into Norway and Switzerland 
from the United Kingdom will pay the same rates of duty as 
those chargeable on similar imports from Spain, in virtue ef the 
stipulations contained in our own treaties with those two powers. 


A.— Norwegian Concessions to Spain. 


Rates of Import 
Duty now 
levialle under English 
Spanish- Equivalents. 
Norwegian 
Treaty. 


Kron..ore. 
Oranges, fresh, of all kinds 100 kilos. 2-00 
Lemons, fresh - - ‘ 


1g - - - 
Almonds, in the shell - . 
Spanish nuts - 
Dried vegetables - - 
Wines of all kinds, containing up to 20 per 

cent. of alcohol, in cask or in bottle (in- 

cluding duties) - - 


432 
Grapes - - 
Melons ~ - 
Raisins - - 
| 
| Litre Gall. 
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B.— Swiss Concessions to Spain. 


Rates of Import 
Duty now 
leviable under 
Swiss-Spanish 
Treaty. 


English 
Equivalents. 


Frs. cts. 
Liquorice juice - 100 kilos. 7°00 
Cork : 
Rough or in planks - . 
Manufactured, stoppers, &c. - 
Fish, dried, salted, marinated, smoked, or pre- 
pared in any manner : 

In receptacles weighing up to 5 kilo- 
grammes inclusive, as well as in closed 
boxes or glass jars - - - 

Imported otherwise than as above . 

Fruits, fresh, not separately tariffed - - 
Grapes, fresh, for the table - - 
Chestnuts, fresh or dried - - - 
Fruits, dried, with kernels or pips, such as 


Ss 


wor 


” 

Free 
100 kilos. 


apples, pears, cherries, &c. - 
Oranges and lemons - - 
Dates, almonds, nuts, fi 
Raisins, dried (Malaga, sultanas) - 
Wine, natural, in casks - - 
Fatty oils, not medicinal, imported in casks 
Hides, raw - 


SS SS 


433 
| 
Cwt. 2 
” 0 
” 2 
” 1 
6 6 
” 0 43 
Free 
Cwt. 1 o} 
” 14 
” 1 
= ” of 
” ” 1 
” 1 § 
” 0 43 
7 ” ” 0 3 
81194. »D 
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XIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 
Certificates of Origin far British Goods. 


A communication, dated the 21st March, has been received at 
the Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, stating that, 
according to a telegram from Her Majesty’s Minister at St. 
Petersburg, certificates of origin will, even after the coming into 
force of the new commercial treaty between Germany and Russia, . 
be necessary in order to secure the lowest rates of duty to British 
goods imported into Russia. New regulations on this subject 
will, it is expected, be published in Russia shortly. 

In a subsequent communication from the ae Office, dated 
the 6th April, a despatch is enclosed from Mr. H. Howard, Her 
Majesty’s Minister at St. Petersburg, in which with reference to 
the modus vivendi concluded between Russia and Austria-Hungary 
(noticed on p. 437) it is stated that in future certificates of origin 
will only be required with importations under the following heads 
of the Russian tariff, namely :— 

Paragraph 27.—Arrack rum, French brandy (grape), cognac 
prune brandy (slivovitza), kirsch gin, whisky, alcohol of grain and 
corn brandy with admixtures :— 

1. Imported in casks and barrels. 

2. Imported in bottles, as well as liqueurs and spirituous 
infusions with or without sugar, imported in receptacles 
of any kind. 

Paragraph 28.—Grape and berry wine :— 

2. Non-sparkling, in bottles. 

3. Sparkling of every kind. 

Paragraph 37.—Fish :— 

2. Marinated in oil or stuffed of every kind ; cavias. 

Paragraph 146.—Lead :— 

2. In rolls, sheets, wire, and piping. 

Paragraph 147.—Zinc :— 

1. In pigs and waste. 

2. In sheets, even if smoothed and polished. 


Regulations affecting Importation of British Goods. 

Mr. H. Howard, Her Majesty’s Minister at St. Petersburg, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 20th March, 
transmits the following translation of such sections of a circular 
issued by the Russian Customs authorities in connection with the 
Russo-German Commercial Treaty, as have reference to the 
importation of British goods into the Russian Empire :— 

The products of Germany [as well as of other countries, with 
the exception of those the products of which are, by paragraph 
III, circular of June 25th, 1893, No. 122, subject to the general 
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tariff] the freight documents relating to which are presented to 
the Customs authorities in the regular manner, after the com- 
mencement of work in the Customs houses on March 20th, 1894, 
are to be taxed for duty according to the lowest of the rates fixed 
by the conventions with France and Germany, but subject to the 
condition that such goods be accompanied by certificates of origin 
from countries entitled to these conventional concessions, or 
stamped with marks indubitably testifying to their origin in such 
countries. Such certificates can, in all cases, be issued by the 
authorities and persons named in paragraph 1, 0. of the regula- 
tions of June 10th, 1893. At the same time, when the goods are 
not imported direct from the country of their origin, but through 
another country, no certificate from the Customs of the latter 
country will be required. The certificates of origin can be 
presented either on importation of the goods together with the 
freight documents, or with the declaration, as well as afterwarde, 
but not later than three weeks from the date of the arrival of ths 
goods in the Custom house, 

At the Custom houses on the east coast of the Black Sea and 
in Tiflis this term will be one month. In case the certificates 
are presented after the declaration, or in case an inventory of the 
goods is made in the absence of the declaration or for other 
reasons, the receiver of the goods should make on the declaration 
or inventory a written statement as to the origin of the goods. 
The regulations concerning the rights of the Customs authorities 
to make an expert examination of goods, in case of suspicion as 
to their origin in countries not entitled to the privileges of the 
conventional tariffs, as well as tle regulations concerning the 
penalties for false statements as to the origin of goods, remain in 
full force. 

According to the regulations established in 1881, bags exported 
with Russian grain will be allowed to retuin free of duty, from 
the date the treaty (Russo-German treaty, March 20th, 1894) 
comes into force. 

“ Accidence”’ (fines levied for inadvertent wrong declaration, 
&e.) under article 1,480, Customs regulations, will from March 
20th of this year be calculated in all cases at 5 per cent., without 
regard to the origin of the goods imported. 

The provisions of the treaty with Germany, concerning the 
prolongation to three weeks of the term during which owners of 
goods can present to the Customs authorities their complaints 
respecting the application of the tariff, or respecting fines, as well 
as the provisions respecting the rights of shippers cf goods to 
present such complaints within this term, are to be applied 
independently of either the origin of the goods, or of the 
nationality or residence of the shippers. The complaints of the 
shippers can be made in either the French or German languages. 


New Regulations respecting Bonded Warehouses. 


_ The Journal de St. Pétersbourg for the 9th (21st) March, pub- 
lishes the new regulations which have been made by the Russian 


| 
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Ministry of Finance, respecting the taxes and charges levied on 
goods, both imported and for export, when left in bond. The new 
rates are fixed in the following proportions :— 


A. For goods imported :— 

a. For goods under simple cover per poud gross, and for each 
day of deposit, one forty-fifth of a copeck. 

6. For goods deposited in warehouses, vaults, or covered 
shelters : 

1. For goods enumerated in the first list attached to the regu- 
lations at present existing for the warehousing tax, per poud gross 
und per day of deposit, one-sixth of a copeck. 

2. All other goods and those enumerated in the note to the 
above list, per poud gross and per day, one-twelfth of a copeck. 

B. For Goods exported :— 

a. Sugar, for month’s deposit, an uncorapleted month being 
reckoned as a full month, per poud gross, one-half copeck. 

b. Spirits of wine, per vedro, one-fourth copeck. 


c. For all other goods, half the rates paid on similar goods 
imported. 


Russta anp AusTRIA-HuNGARY. 
New Commercial Arrangement. 


Mr, Henry Howard, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at St. 
Petersburg, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 
2nd April, transmits translations of two official notifications 
regarding the establishment of a commercial modus vivendi 
between Russia and Austria, and the new regulations respecting 
certificates of origin made in connection with that arrangement. 
This modus vivendi has been established pending the conclusion, 
not later than the 13th July 1894, of a commercial treaty between 
Russia and Austria. By it the products of the soil and industry 
of Austria-Hungary may, up to the date of the conclusion of the 
treaty, be imported into Russia under the lowered rates of the 
conventional tariffs fixed in the convention between Russia and 
France, and in the commercial treaty between Germany and 
Russia, with the condition that from the same date Austria- 
Hungary shculd apply to the products of the soil and industry of 
Russia the lowered rates of the Austro-Hungarian convention 
tariffs, with the exceptions agreed to on both sides, of certain tariff 
concessions, not, however, enjoyed by the other countries sharing 


most-favoured-nation treatment. 


Russ1a.—SERVIA. 
Commercial Treaty. 

Mr. E. D. V. Fane, Her Majesty’s Minister at Belgrade, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 20th February, states 
that the ratifications of the treaty of commerce between Servia 
and Russia, which was approved by the Skupshtina during the 
recent session, were exchanged at Belgrade on the 8th February. 
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The treaty can be terminated by one year’s notice to that effect 
being given at any time by either of the contracting parties, and 
practically it merely provides for the reciprocal enjoyment of most- 
favoured-nation treatment. 


SWEDEN. 
Customs Duties on Manufactures of Copper. 

Sir S. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister at Stockholm, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 30th March, states that 
at a sitting of the combined chambers of the Riksdag on the 
previous afternoon it was decided to impose the following duties 
on copper :— . 

Copper and alloys of copper and zine, tin, or other base metal, 
such as brass, bronze, German silver, Britannia metal, &c. :— 

Wrought, in sheets or otherwise for further treatment, of 
yellow metal, free; other sorts, 5 dre (§d.) per kilog. 

Bolts and nails, free. 

Tubes or parts of tubes, 10 dre (1}d.) per kilogramme. 

The articles on which these duties will now be imposed come 
in free under the existing tariff. 

Sir S. St. John adds that the date when the new duties come 
into force is not yet known, and no other changes of the tariff 
have been made. = * 


GERMANY. 

Regulations affecting Certificates of Origin for British Imports. 

Sir E. B. Malet, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 19th March, states that 
on and after the 20th March, on which day the Russo-German 
commercial treaty came into force, British merchandise imported 
into Germany need no longer be accompanied by certificates of 
origin, except in the case of fermented and unfermented wines in 
cask (Wein und Most) and dried almonds, for which certificates of 
origin will be requisite until the conclusion of the commercial 
negotiations with Spain. 


GERMAN East AFRICA. 


New Customs Regulations and Tariff. 
(Note-—Rupee = 1s. 7d. Pesa = 031d.) 

Mr. W. B. Cracknell, Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 22nd February, encloses 
copies of the Customs regulations which are now in force on the 
German East African Coast. These regulations, which are too 
voluminous for publication in the present number of the Board of 
Trade Journal, may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department, Board of Trade, S.W. é 

In a communication to the Board, dated the 5th April, the 
Foreign Office transmits a translation of the German Kast Africa 
import and export tariffs, which have been received through Her 
Majesty’s Embassy at Berlin. 
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The following is a statement of the rates of import duty :— 


No. Description of Goods. | Duty. Transfer Due.) Total Duty. 


1 | *Spirituous liquors of all kinds 
with the exception of beer, 
wine, vermouth, and spark- | 
ling wines - - is), | 20 °/, 
2 | Maize, negro corn (mtama) 
and manéle), Liura as well | 


as all similar cereals in so 100 Ibs. ee 100 Ibs 
far as they are not other- 30 pesa. 30 pesa 
wise named and taxed in | 
the Tariff - - - - | 
100Ibs. | 100 Ibs. 
3 | Rice, unpeeled - -{ 80) pest, } { | 80 pesa 
s Ss 
4 | Rice, peeled - - “|| 40 pesa } — { 40 pesa 
N.B.—Mixtures of peeled | 
and unpeeled rice will be | 
taxed with the duty for | 
100 Ibs. Eng. 100 Ibs. E 
5 | Chiroko | 80 pesa. Jj {| 80 pesa. 


6 | All other wares and goods not 
yet named and taxed except 
those given in the list of 
exemptions - - - | 10 °/, 
N.B. — Except when 
special exceptions have been 
expressly laid down for the | 
particular cases, the cir- 
cumstance of whether the 
goods are new or used, 
must be left out of con- | 
sideration. | 


* The licence duty of 16 pesa per litre hitherto levied on spirits is removed. 


The following is a list of articles exempted from import 
duty :— 

A) Wares and goods which are transhipped or taken on shore 
under the control of the Customs in order to repair damages 
suffered from bad weather or other accidents at sea, on the under- 
standing that the cargo so discharged is again re-exported, 

(2.) All wares and goods belonging to or intended for the 
Imperial Government of German East Africa. 

(3.) All articles of the personal outfit of officers and inferior 
officers of the protecting troop and of the officials of the 
Government. 

(4.) Coals and all articles of equipment for the Imperial men- 
of-war and vesseis of the flotilla. 


(5.) Agricultural machines and implements other than those 
imported for sale, as well as all material for road-making, the 
construction and running of tramways and railways, also all 
means of transport, but all these articles only in so far as they are 
proved by the attestation of an authority to be intended for the 
German East African Colony. 

(6) Coins of the German East Africa Company. 
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(7.) Used tools and similar implements which workmen or 
artisans wishing to settle in German East Africa bring with them. 
(8.) Physical, medical and such like instruments which are not 
introduced for purposes of trade, as well as medicines, books, 
rinted matter, patterns, statues, and pictures, with or without 
rames, with the exception of photographic apparatus, and articles 
belonging thereto. 

(9.) Used household articles, furniture, clothing and linen, 
introduced by immigrants for the purpose of settling for a 
long time, if they can prove by an attestation of an authority that 
these objects have been in their use and possession for a con- 
siderable time. 

(10.) All articles introduced by Christian missions, which are of 
direct use in the services of the Christian creeds in teaching or in 
nursing the sick. 

(11.) Smaller quantities of articles in use which travellers can 
take with them in their boxes, 

(12.) Horses, donkeys, mules, camels, and horned cattie. 


(13.) Such goods as had been sent abroad from German terri- 
tory for repairs or alteration, and are again introduced if they were 
notified at a principal Custom-house for reimportation, and this 
takes place within 9 months ; these goods must not have received 
a higher value by the repairs than they originally had when they 
were new. 

(14.) Seeds, plants, trees, and all other growing things intended 
for cultivation. 


N.B.—Anioko, mtama, maize, rice, and other native products 
are not to be regarded as seeds, 
The following is a statement of the rates of export duty :— 


| 
No. 
| 


Description of Goods. | Duty. Transfer Due Total Duty. 
| 


\ 


| 


toe 


Hippopotamus and wild boar 
teeth = - 
Horns of every kind - 
Skins and furs | wes 
Tortoise-shell - 1°5 
1°5 
1°5 


Kowries_ - 

Kopal - 15 | 
100 Ibs. Eng., 

Kauthrethuk | 18 rupees 

Orchilla | 

Cloves - | 80 ° | 


Clove-stalks - < { 100 Ibs. ing., 


{ 


ov w 


11°57, 


Pepper, of all sorts - - 
Negro tobacco (cultivated by | 
negroes, or prepared and | 
packed in the negro manner) 
Syrup (asali), molasses, and | | 
sugar-canes - - | "5° | 
Groundnuts - | | 
Sesame 2° {| 


~ 


| 12 rupees 
| 


15 pesa. 


+] 
| 
i 
q 
16°5°/, 
11°5 °/, 
| 11°56 
| 
100 lbs. Eng., 
} 18 rupees 
°/ 11°5 J, 
1°5 31°5 
100 Ibs. Eng., 
12 | | 
| 10 
5° 
15 | 3°54, 
vy 100 Ibs. Engl., 
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No. Description of Goods. Duty. | Transfer Due.| Total Duty. 


Maize, negro corn (mtava and 
manéle), liura,as well as all | 
i similar kinds of corn, and || 35 cents per 1°5° 
cereals in so far as they are 360 Ibs. } lo 
not otherwise named and 


taxed in the tariff - 
25 cents per 
| 18 | Rice, unpeeled -  - -{ hy } 

25 cents per 100 lbs. Engl. 
19 | Rice, posed - -{ 390 Ibs. 1°5 °/, { 20 pesa. 
N.B.—Mixtures of peeled and 
unpeeled rice will be taxed 
i with the duty for peeled rice. a 
360 lbs. Engl.. 100 Ibs. Engl. 
20 | Chiroko - -{ g1°10 4, { 40 pesa. 
21 | Ebony, sandal- 
wood 5%, 10°, 
22* | Beams of “wood, boards, 


trees, thick and thin poles, 
timber for anes, fire- 
wood 10 °/, 
23 | Mats (bartsieke) and baskets, 
plaited grass, and makutis 


247 | Camels - - Per head 5 rupees — 5 rupees 

Mule-donkeys and 

mules - 20 (» 20 , 
Donkeys (halfbred 

Cattle - 7 ” 7 ” 
Sheep and goats) - 3 rupees =~ 3 rupees 


N.B.—Sucking camel, horses, 
donkey foals, as well as lambs, 
and kids which follow the 
mother, are 

25 | Parrots » 

26 | Fresh meat of all kinds - 5°), 10 °/, 

27 | Animals other than _ useful, 
which are exported dead or 
alive for scientific collections 
or zoological and botanical 
gardens ; also articles men- 

tioned in the Government 
order 6/93; also Kopra—s- 

28 | All other exported wares or 

goods not mentioned before. 


* A tax for felling timber of 30 per cent. on the dutiable value must also be paid 
ou export and transhipment on the waterway as indemnity for the free felling of 
timber. 

.t Cattle for slaughtering as well as fresh meat exported by the Imperial Navy 
for their own use are completely free. 


FRANCE. 
Tonnage Dues at Marseilles. 


The Journal Officiel for the 7th March, publishes a decree of 
the French President, dated the 5th March, providing that a 
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maximum tonnage due of 6 centimes per ton capacity be charged 
on all French or foreign vessels entering with cargo or for the 
purpose of taking cargo in the port of Marseilles, 

The following classes of vessels are exempted from this duty : 

Government vessels. 

Vessels engaged in pilotage, tug, fishing, and coasting between 
French ports (not including Algeria), or vessels putting into port 
and not engaging in trade. 

Finally, vessels which in the course of the same year have 
aiready thrice paid the tonnage duty. 


SPAIN. 
Changes in Consular Tariff. 


Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 14th March, 
transmits translation of a Royal decree altering Art. 26 of the 
Spanish consular tariff with reference to certificates of origin. 
The modified article now provides as follows :— 

Art. 26.—For every class of certificates, or legalisation of 
documents, or of deeds of contracts, 5 pesetas in the first column, 
10 pesetas in the second column. For the legalisation of certifi- 
cates of origin, 5 pesetas in the first column, and 10 pesetas in the 
second column. 

When the goods described in a certificate of origin are liable to 
a lesser amount of Customs duty than 20 pesetas in Spain, 25 per 
cent. of the amount of the aforesaid duties shall be charged for 
the consular legalisation of the above-mentioned documents. 

In a further despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 14th 
March, Sir H. Drummond Wolff encloses translation of a Royal 
decree altering Arts. 1, 2, and 3 of the existing consular tariff 
respecting the issue and legalisation of documents required by 
Spanish and foreign vessels on their clearance in ports of depar- 
ture. This decree provides as follows :— 

Art. 1. For the clearance of every Spanish or foreign vessel 
sailing with passengers or with cargo for a Spanish port being in 
possession of the following documents :— 

A visa on the manifest or the list of cargo taken on board; a 
clearance letter where required ; a visé on the list of passengers ; 
a bill of health; a certified sea letter in the case of Spanish ships, 
and a list of the crews in the case of foreign ships—if the vessel 
measures up to 150 tons nett, 15 pesetas in the first column, and 
25 pesetas under the second. From 151 to 1,001, 10 centimos per 
ton in the first column and 15 centimos in the second column. 
From 1,001 tons and upwards, 125 pesetas in the first column and 
175 in the second column. 

Ships shall pay all clearance dues in the first port where they 
take cargo or passengers on board. If they touch at other foreign 
ports before arriving at the Spanish port they are bound for, and 
take passengers or cargo for Spain, they shall pay half of the 
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before-named dues in each of the said ports. When a master of 
a ship touches at different ports taking passengers and cargo for 
Spain, and by virtue of Art. 45 of the Customs regulations, 
draws up his general manifest in the last port without having 
presented his partial manifests, he shall pay the total clearance 
dues in the last port, and in addition half of the dues for each 
port where he has taken passengers or cargo for Spain. 

Vessels sailing from a foreign port to a foreign port, carrying 
cargo destined for Spain, shall pay the entire clearance dues. 
Ships sailing for a Spanish port with a cargo of goods only, the 
tariff duties upon which, all things taken into consideration, do 
not exceed 50 pesetas per 1,000 kilogs. shall pay half duties. 

Art. 2. Spanish or foreign vessels sailing — 


First, in ballast for Spanish ports ; 
Secondly, de transito ; 


notwithstanding that it is shown by the manifest, or, in the event 
of there being no manifest, by the list of the cargo and the bills 
of lading, that they are not destined for Spain, shall pay 6 pesetas 
up to 150 tons burden nett; 8 pesetas in the second column; 
from 151 to 1,001, 4 centimos per ton in the first column, 
6 centimos in the second column; from 1,001 tons upwards, 40 
pesetas in the first column, 60 pesetas in the second column for 
the issue (or granting) of and legalisation of any documents 
necessary for their clearance. Vessels sent in ballast from a 
foreign port to Spain, and putting into any other foreign port 
through stress of weather and sailing out again in ballast for their 
port of destination, shall pay half of the afore-mentioned 
dues. 

Secondly. Spanish ships which are sent in ballast from one 
foreign port to another, or with a cargo not destined for Spanish 
ports, shall pay half of the afore-mentioned dues. 

Art. 3. If the drawing up of a manifest of cargo of a ship is 
asked for in the consulate, if the ship averages 150 tons burden 
nett, 10 pesetas shall be paid under the first column, 15 pesetas 
under the second column ; from 151 to 1,001, seven centimos per 
ton under the first column and 10 centimos under the second 
column ; from 1,001 tons upwards, 70 pesetas under the first 
column and 100 pesetas under the second column. 


Irary. 
Customs Duties on Farinaceous Substances. 

In a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 24rd February, 
Sir F. C. Ford, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome, encloses 
copies of a decree which was published in the Italian Official 
Gazette of the 21st February, and came into force on that day, 
increasing the Customs duties on corn and on its products as 


follows :—- 
Category 264. Corn and wheat, 70 lire per ton. 


| 

| 


April 1894.] TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 443 


Category 270. Flour: (a) corn and wheat, 11°50 lire per 
quintal ; (4) semolina, 14°50 lire per quintal. 

Category 271. Bran, 3°25 lire per quintal. 

Category 272. Wheat pastes, 15 lire per quintal. 

Category 273, Sea bread and biscuits, 15 lire per quintal. 

By the same decree the price of salt, which is a Government 
monopoly, is raised to 40 centimes per kilogramme, and the tax on 
spirits is fixed at 40 lire per hectolitre. 

These increased taxes are now levied in virtue of the decree 
alone, and they can only be applied definitively with the consent 
of Parliament, which, up to the time when Sir F. Ford forwarded 
his despatch, had not been granted. 


Customs Regulations of the Colony of Erythrea. 

Sir F. C. Ford, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 1st March, forwards 
copies, accompanied by a translation, of the Customs regulations 
for the colony of Erythrea, East Africa, which have recently been 
published in the Italian Official Gazette, and which were put in 
force by a Royal decree dated the 10th December 1893. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY AND Roumanlia. 


Commercial Treaty. 


Mr. Walter B. Townley, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Bucharest, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 20th 
March, states that the commercial convention between Roumania 
and Austria-Hungary passed the Chamber of Deputies on the 
16th ult. 


Unitep STATES, 
Customs Decisions. 


The following decisions respecting the construction to be given 
to Acts of Congress relating to the classification of articles in the 
Customs tariff, and the application of the Customs laws of the 
United States, have recently been given by the Customs 
authorities in that country :— 

Cotton-seed hulis are free of duty as vegetable substances, 
crude. 

Garnet and sapphire pallet slabs are free of duty as watch 

jewels. 
: Buttons composed of papier-maché with steel wire shanks, 
papier-maché being the component material of chief value therein, 
used on gaiters and by upholsterers, are dutiable at 35 per cent. 
ad valorem under paragraph 461 N.T. 

Sticks, cut into lengths and with the handles or crooks made 
by artificial means, are dutiable at 35 per cent. under para- 
graph 230 N,T. 
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Pepper shells, the shell of the black pepper which has been 
rubbed off in the process of decortication, are exempt from duty 
under paragraph 719 N.T. 

Soutache gilt braids, composed of metal and cotton, metal the 
component material of chief value, the metal in these braids being 
in the form of lamé or lahn and wound around cotton thread, 
thus forming what is commercially known as metal threads, the 
metal thread in turn braided over a cotton core, the whole com- 
posing the merchandise in question known as soutache gilt braid, 
is dutiable as a manufacture made wholly or in part of metal, at 
45 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 215. 

Robes, commonly known as tea-gowns, made of wool, crepon, 
and silk, lined throughout, including the sleeves, with white 
coney fur and trimmed down the front with ermine, are dutiable 
at 35 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 461, as manufactures 
of which fur is the component material of chief value. 

Bicycle saddles, leather constituting more than two-thirds of 
the value of the materials used, are dutiable at 35 per cent. under 
paragraph 46]. 

Flutes of different sizes and qualities, composed of metal, 
commercially known as toys, are dutiable at 35 per cent. as toys 
under paragraph 436. 

Fluorspar ground into impalpable powder is dutiable at 
20 per cent. under section 4 N.T. 

Quills from the wings of geese, turkeys, and similar fowls or 
birds, are exempt from duty under paragraph 689, which provides 
for ‘quills, prepared or unprepared, but not made up into 
complete articles.” 

“ Mustard dross,” the hull or refuse after the mustard-seed has 
been pressed, pounded, and sifted, and used for mustard and 
spice preparations, is exempt from duty as a crude vegetable 
substance under paragraph 653. 

Worn-out car wheels are entitled to free entry. 

Violin strings composed of cat or worm gut covered with wire, 
gut being the component material of chief value in the strings, 
are dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem under paragraph 459, 


Classification of Lead in Monthly Return, 


The following circular was issued by the Treasury Department 
at Washington on the 1st February to the collectors of Customs 
and other persons interested :— 

The large increase in imports of lead renders it desirable that 
crude lead should, for the information of those interested in that 
trade, be separated from the manufactures of that metal in the 
monthly reports of imports and foreign exports. 

Class 205 of Schedule “ A” of June 2nd, 1891, will therefore be 
subdivided as follows :-— 

Lead and manufactures of : 

205. Pigs, bars, bullion, old, and other in ore...... eoelb, 
205a. Manufactures of. 
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This change will take effect on March Ist, 1894. 
Collectors of Customs are directed to bring this change of 
classification to the notice of importers and exporters of foreign 


lead, 


GUATEMALA. 


Customs Taxation. 


In the Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce for the 15th 
March, it is stated that the Guatemalan Government has just 
covsolidated, by fixing at a single quota of 15 per cent., the 
additional duties hitherto levied on Customs receipts, and the 
total of which amounts to 22 per cent. 


NICARAGUA. 


Export Duty on Coffee. 
Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s Minister at Guatemala, in 
a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 3rd March, states 
that the Government of Nicaragua have imposed a duty of two 


dollars silver on each “ quintal ” (101°40 lbs.) of coffee exported 
from the Republic. 


BRAZIL. 


Tariff Changes. 

Mr. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Minister at Rio de Janeiro, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 1st February, 
transmits the text of a circular of the Brazilian Minister of 
Finance, dated the 25th January, explaining some of the pro- 
visions of Art. 1 of the Budget Law for 1894, which required 
elucidation. A statement of the modifications effected by the law 
appeared on p. 181 of the February issue of the Board of Trade 
Jourual. The following is a translation of the circular :— 

In view of the inquiries made by some of the inspectors of 
Customs in regard to the manner in which certain provisions of 
Article I., heading “Importation,” of the Law No, 191 A of 
September 30th, 1893, which appeared to them obscure or 
confused, should be applied. I declare that those provisions are 
to be carried out according to the explanations given below, which 
show how the various provisions are to be reconciled. 

(1.) By the Law No. 126 A of the 21st November 1892 the 
import duty on matches was tripled ; the duty is not tripled again 
by the new law, which merely provides for the payment of three 
times the duty named in Article 1,075 of the tariff, the provision 
of the new law is simply a confirmation of the augmentation of 
duty provided for by the previous law. 
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This tripling of the duty is evidently exceptional so far as 
articles of class 35 of the tariff are concerned ; and, since the 
higher duty excludes the lower, imported matches are exempt 
from the increase of 30 per cent. in duty introduced by the 
present law for the articles of which the class referred to is 
composed. 

(2.) In like manner, seeing that the same duty cannot be levied 
twice on the same article, and the duty on articles in general 
belonging to classes 18, 27, 29, and 35 of the tariff having been 
increased by 30 per cent., articles which belong to one of these 
classes, and which are also specially named in Article I. of the 
law, such as looking-glasses, frames, and hats, are not subject to 
two augmentations of duty, but only to one. 

(3.) The words “furniture of fine wood” are to be understood 
as separated from the words “any pieces of work or articles of or 
with metal.” 

Articles of furniture of fine wood, defined in the penultimate 
part of note 46 of Article 407 of the tariff, are subject to the 
increase of 30 per cent. in duty, whether they are ornamented 
with meial or not. 

In conformity with the first part of the same note, articles of 
furniture of ordinary wood must be allowed to pass through the 
Custom-house since they are formally excluded from the provision 
of Article I. of the Jaw, all the forms of ornamentation of which 
they are susceptible being provided for in that article. 

(4.) The words “and any articles of metal, gold, or silver ” do 
not apply to other metals considered inferior; the expressions 
“ gold or silver” are to be taken as explanatory of the qualities 
of metals paying the highest duty. 

This provision is to be taken in conjun tion with the previous 
words of the same article, “ pieces of work of or with gold, siiver, 
platinum, and precious stones,” showing that it .as the intention 
of the legislator to impose a heavier duty on ornamentation 
consisting of precious metals, of which platinum is one. 

The exclusion of inferior metals in that passage is clearly 
shown by this other passage, “ figures, busts, vases, statues, and 
“ other articles of luxury, adornment, and fancy, of china, 
“ earthenware, glass, copper, and its alloys.” The mention of 
copper and its alloys excludes iron, nickel, and others. 

Thus in the class of metals, then, objects made of gold, silver, 
platinum, copper, and its alloys, and also those ornamented with 
gold, silver, and platinum, are, according to this law, subject to 
the 30 per cent. augmentation of duty. 

(5.) For the same reasons which determine the meaning of the 
passages referred to above, in the class of “linen textures” the 
mention of “ canvas,” “ bretanha,” muslin, cambric, Irish linen ; 
platilla and other textures not classified, raw, white, dark, dyed, 
striped, and printed,” reduces and confines the expression “ linen 
textures ” to the articles included in Article 568 of the tariff, the 
names of which are thus repeated in the law, with the sole excep- 
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tion of “creguella,’ the duty on which, accordingly, is not 
raised. 

It is evident that the semicolon which appears in the text of the 
law after the words “ Irish linen,” and which separates “ platilla ” 
and the other textures mentioned in Article 568 of the tariff 
from what goes before, is nothing but a typographical error, and 
should be replaced by the comma which appears after each of 
the textures mentioned and contained in the passage in question. 

The restriction in the expression “ linen textures” is imposed 
for the special indication of other objects of class 17 of the tariff, 
such as gold or silver lace, carpets, bareges, and many other 
articles which are subject to the increased duty, whether they are 
of linen, cotton, wool, or silk, as the law particularly names them 
without mentioning the material of which they are made. 

(6.) In the expression “linen textures” are not included 
textures of jute, which, however, are subject to the increased 
duty, like those of any other material when they take the form 
of articles subject to the increased duty. 

(7.) The 30 per cent. increase of duty applies only to the 
articles mentioned in Law No. 191 A of September 30th, 1893, 
and not to those named in Law No. 126 A of November 21st, 1892, 
and not referred to in the first-mentioned law. 

(8.) In the passage relating to duties on liquids, the words 
“after the deduction of tare” should be read for “after the 
deduction of tax,” the latter being evidently a printer’s error. 

(9.) The tare for vessels containing liquids should be as 
follows :— 

15 per cent. for barrels containing oils. 

18 per cent. for barrels containing fermented or alcoholic drinks, 
liqueurs, vinegar, or wines. 

For all other vessels in which these or similar articles may 
arrive, the tare is to be that fixed in Art. 173 of the tariff for 
acetates. 

(10.) Notes 13a, 14a, lia, 16a, 17a, and 18a of the tariff, 
and Articles 25 and 26 of the preliminary provisions of the 
tariff, remain in force. 


CHILI. 
Tariff Changes. 

The Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce for the 15th 
March states that the duty of 25 per cent. levied on the import 
into China of ivory keys and hammers covered with felt, intended 
for the manufacture of pianos, has been reduced to 15 per cent. 


VicToria. 
Tariff Changes. 


By an Act passed by the Victorian Legislature and assented to 
on the 26th September last an ad valorem duty of 1 per cent. is 
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imposed from the 20th July 1893 on all imports into Victoria, the 
following articles being exempted :— 

Bullion and coin; wool; hides, green; sheepskins, undressed ; 
opossum, rabbit, and other undressed skins; tallow; ores for treat- 
ment ; opals and other precious stones in the rough ; redgum in the 
round, for sawing purposes ; furniture, second hand, accompanying 
any passenger, exempt from Customs duty. Carriages and other 
vehicles used in the conveyance of passengers and goods across 
the border, travellers’ samples, baggage, passengers’. All goods 
imported into Victoria on and after the 20th day of July 1893, 
and which before the 29th day of August 1893, were delivered 
to the importer thereof or his agent without the payment of the 
duty imposed by this Act. All goods transhipped to be exported 
from Victoria, and all goods passing or forwarded through Victoria 
under bond. Animalsimported in bond to be frozen or otherwise 
preserved for exportation. 

By an Act assented to on the 13th October, the specific duties 
on sugar of all kinds are doubled. It is provided that, dating 
from the 14th September 1893, a rebate of 3s. per hundredweight 
was to be allowed to manufacturers on all sugar used in the 
manufacture of ale, beer, cordials, syrups, jam, jellies, and preserves, 
anc on all sugar and glucose used in the manufacture of con- 
fectionery, such rebate to be allowed only to licensed or registered 
manufacturers under regulations to be approved by the Governor 
in Council, and in respect of sugar and glucose upon which the 
increased duty under this Act has been paid. The following are 
the new duties Jeviable upon sugar :— 

Sugar not being the produce of sugar-cane, 12s per ewt. 

Sugar, the produce of sugar-cane, 6s. per cwt. 

Sugar, the produce of sugar-cane, and refined in Victoria in a 

bonded warehouse, 5s. per ewt. 

Glucose, 6s. per cwt. 

Molasses, refined, 6s. per cwt. 

Molasses, refined, in bond, 4s. per cwt. 

Molasses, unrefined, 2s. per cwt. 

Candy, 4d. per Ib. 


Mauritius. 
Tariff Changes. 

A report, dated the 29th January, has been received at the Board 
of Trade from the Acting Collector of Customs at Port Louis, 
Mauritius, transmitting copies of the tariff of Customs and harbour 
dues in force in Mauritius for the year 1894. The modifications 
introduced into the Customs tariff were effected by Ordinances 12, 
18, and 20 of 1893. 

By Ordinance 12 of 1893, the duty on fireworks was increased 
from 74 to 15 per cent. ad val. 

By Ordinance 18 of 1893, the ad val. duty on unenumerated 
articles was increased from 7} to 84 per cent., and the surcharge 
on spirits was increased from 10 to 20 per cent. 
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By Ordinance 20 of 1893, the duties on matches, cigarette-paper, 
indigo, tobacco, cigars and snuff, shooks, casks, castor aud petro- 
leum oil, ghee, gram, dholl, imposed by Ordinance 24 of 1892, are 
continued, but the duty on oats is raised from 90 cents to 1 rupee 
per 100 kilogs. 

The duty on rice is reduced from 1 rupee per 100 kilogs. (in 
force during 1893) to its former rate—60 cents per 100 kilogs. 

The surcharge of 20 per cent. on spirits, the 8} per cent. ad val, 
rate on unenumerated articles, and the 10 per cent. surcharge 
imposed by Ordinance 20 of 1890 (see Board of Trade Journal, 
Vol. X., p. 281), are to remain in force for one year from the 1st 
January 1894. 


BERMUDAS, 


Tariff Change. 


According to the Supply and Appropriation Act of Bermuda 
for 1893-94, official supplies imported for the use of the 
Consulates of any foreign countries which admit similar supplies 
for the use of Her Majesty's Consulates free of duty, are 
exempted from payment of duty. 


NATAL. 


Tariff Changes. 


According to Acts passed by the + gg of Natal in 
1893, changes have been introduced into the laws affecting ports 
of entry and departure, and into the Customs tariff on imports. 

Ordinance 3 of 1893 creates Port Shepstone into a port of 
entry and departure for ships and goods, and provides that the 
Governor in Council may by proclamation extend the law to 
other ports. 

Ordinance 4 of 1893 continues the Customs duties then in 
force till the 31st December 1894, with the following 
alterations :— 

Saccharum is now enumerated as paying a duty of 3s. 6d. per 
ewt. (the same rate as raw sugar). 

“Deals and timber, being the raw material wholly unmanu- 
factured,” are removed from the free list, and made liable to a 
duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

Shawls are added to the list of goods paying transit dues at the 
rate of 3 per cent. ad valorem, 

Articles for official use of consulates are admitted free if the 
countries they represent extend similar privileges to Her Majesty’s 
Consulates. 
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XV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


OPENING FOR BritisH TRADE 1n Russia. 


Mr. W. G. Wagstaff, Her Majesty’s Consul at Riga, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 29ch March, writing as to 
the necessity of British commercial travellers visiting Russia, 
states :— 

“To-day I have had an interview with a large importer of 
hardware, who stated that there are many German commercial 
travellers at the present time, in these provinces, endeavouring to 
renew their connections with firms they formerly transacted 
business with, but the experience gained by importers during 
the late tariff war with Germany has proved that the class of 
goods which formerly came from that country, and were con- 
sidered by them to be good and cheap, could be obtained from 
England (principally), Austria, France, and Belgium of a superior 
quality, at the same price, and, in some instances, even cheaper. 
He added that Germany will bave to struggle many years before 
she can regain her lost trade in certain classes of goods exported 
to Russia. 

“T am fully convinced of the necessity of British manufactur ers 
sending qualified agents to Russia to maintain the advantages 
gained during the late tariff war.” 


PETROLEUM INDUSTRY OF THE CAUCASUS. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 21st March, 
Mr. P. Stevens, Her Maijesty’s Consul at Batoum, transmits a 
translation of the text of an agreement—as reproduced by the 
newspaper Caspi of the 17th March — recently concluded 
between two groups, comprising as many as 96 per cent. of the 
oil producers, refiners, and exporters of Baku, with a view to the 
general advancement of the petroleum industry of the Caucasus. 
The Government has also allowed a reduction of 5 copecks a 
poud, or 6s. 8d. per ton, on the transport of light oils over its 
railway from Baku to Batoum. The tariff for the conveyance of 
heavy oils, however, is to remain as heretofore. 

Mr. Stevens adds, in his report, that he is given to understand 
that since the introduction of the above-mentioned measures, 
increased activity is being displayed at the different oil-producing 
and refining centres of the Apscheron Peninsula. 

In a subsequent report to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th 
March, Mr. Stevens encloses further extracts from the “ Caspi ” 
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newspaper with respect to the agreement concluded at St. Peters- 
burg on the 19th February between the commercial agents of 
the two groups of manufacturers belonging to the Kerosene Union 
in the district of Batoum. 


Tue Coat Supriy on Swepisu 


Mr. M. S. Constable, Her Majesty’x Consul at Stockholm, in 
a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 4th March, states that 
a notice appeared the previous day in the Post Och Inrikes 
Tidning to the effect that the purchases of coal and coke by the 
Administration of Swedish State Railways for the year 1894 
are now complete. 

The average contract prices for delivery ruled about 1s. 5d. 
higher than those of last year. All the firms dealt with were 
— with the exception of one-—Messrs. Beijer and Co., of 

almé. 


Tue Fisuery Rieuts oF ALIENS IN Norway. 


Mr. T. Michell, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 19th March, sends a 
copy and translation of a circular which the Norwegian 
Government has issued, instructing the prefects to see that in 
future the fishing rights in rivers are not sold, but only leased 
to aliens. Contracts which have already been entered into and 
approved will necessarily not be influenced by this new regulation. 
The translation of the circular is in the following terms :— 

“As you are aware, aliens, namely, British subjects, have 
successively acquired proprietary rights in a large or small 
degree to many of the salmon and trout rivers in this country. 
This surrender of rivers to foreign proprietors, exclusively from a 
fishing point of view, is, in the opinion of this Department, as a 
general rule, not serious in itself, as experience has shown that 
foreigners who fish merely for the sake of sport, exercise it in 
a proper way and are generally both willing and able, by scientific 
arrangements, to look after and promote pisciculture. But 
whereas by such sale of rivers to aliens, not only the right of 
fishing, but the rights over the rivers are taken out of the 
possession of Norway, a fact which from many points of view 
might cause inconvenience, and especially in the case of such 
rivers where water-power can be employed advantageously in the 
service of industry, the Department has come to the conclusion 
that efforts should be made in the future merely to /et the 
rights of fishing and not sell them, when foreign subjects are 
desirous to have them. Such an arrangement, it is thought, 
would be more advantageous in itself, as, by leasing the fishing 
rights, naturally for a somewhat long period, and with the 
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prospect of renewing the lease, very much the same advantages 
would, it is supposed, be derived as by the sale of the rights or 
of the river, just as on the other hand fishermen would have, to 
all intents and purposes, the same facilities to fish in our rivers. 

“ As it cannot be expected that contracts for the sale of rivers 
or fishing rights to aliens will in the future be generally approved, 
it is réquested (so far as is possible to prevent such contracts 
being entered into) that due attention will be called to the above 
in your district.” 


Coat at HAMBURG. 


The Hon. C. S. Dundas, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Hamburg, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 17th 
March, states that in consequence of the high price demanded by 
the Westphalian Collieries, the Hamburg Gasworks have 
negotiated for their supplies up to 100,000 tons in England, It 
is further reported that for the same reason the requirements for 
the garrison districts of Hamburg, Altona, Bremen, Schleswig- 
Holstein, and Mecklenburg have been supplied by English coal. 


Porrugurse Customs anp TRADE Returns. 


Sir H. G. MacDonell, Her Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the Ist March, encloses 
two extracts, one from the Jornal do Commercio and the other 
from the Economista, on the subject of the Customs and trade 
returns for the half year ending 30th June 1893 and for the 
month of February 1894. 

The Jornal do Commercio compares the exports from Portugal 
during the first half year of 1892, 12,907,000,000 reis (2,865,354/.), 
with those for the same period in 1893, 11,833,000,000 reis 
(2,626,9262.), and estimates that they show a decrease of 
1,074,000,000 reis (238,4282.). 

It further remarks that, calculating the premium on gold at 
about 29 to 30 per cent., this decrease is a very unfavourable 
symptom, which seems to point to the fact that notwithstanding 
this great advantage Portuguese merchants have not been able to 
compete with those of other countries where the premium on gold 
does not exist. 

The principal articles on which an increase or decrease of 
exportation has occurred are mentioned in the list appended to 
the article, in which wine figures amongst the first. 

The depression in the Oporto wine trade is ascribed to the 
large exportation in 1892 of 16,000 pipes, which have not yet 
been wholly exhausted. 

Almonds are being sent to Spain in order to obtain the 
differential treatment accorded in Germany. 

There has also been an increase in the exportation of pork and 
of cotton textures. 
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According to the Economista the Customs receipts in Lisbon 
and Oporto for February (tobacco duties and Customs fees — 
trafego ”—excepted) amounted to 1,410,836,219 reis (313,5192.), 
whereas in February 1893 they only reached 1,177,749,629 reis 
(261,722/.), showing an increase of 233,086,590 reis (51,797/.). 

It is estimated that in the financial year ending the 30th June 
1894, the surplus of the Customs duties above the stipulated sum 
of 11,400,000,000 reis (2,530,8002.) will amount to 682,000,000 
reis (151,404I.), half of which will be divided among the foreign 
bondholders. 


PROHIBITION OF THE MANUFACTURE AND SALE OF ARTIFICIAL 
WInNEs 1N Huneary. 


A despatch, dated the 12th March, has been received at the 
Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, transmitting translation 
of a note from the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador at this Court 
announcing that the Hungarian Government have introduced a 
law prohibiting the manufacture and sale of artificial wines in 
Hungary. This law came into force on the 4th February. 


PinoTaGE At TRIESTE. 


Mr. J. G. Haggard, Her Majesty’s Consul at Trieste, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 5th March, respecting the 
subject of pilotage at that port, states :— 

“ Whilst passing Pirano on his way to the new port at Trieste, 
the master of the steamsbip ‘Rosina Mendl’ was hailed from a 
boat bearing an anchor on her sail. Thinking it was a pilot 
whom he must necessarily employ, the master stopped, took him 
aboard, and proceeded. But on arrival at Trieste it was found, 
upon paying him for his services, that the man was no pilot at all, 
but only a fisherman, and that pilotage in Trieste is not com- 
pulsory. Upon this the master laid a formal complaint at the 
Consulate of having been defrauded, and alleged that he had 
heard that other masters had suffered in the same way. 

“ Enquiry being made, however, it appears that fishermen on 
on the Istrian coast are permitted by law to pilot ships into 
Trieste Harbour, and that the man of whom the master of the 
‘Rosina Mendl’ complained is accordingly authorised. Conse- 
quently masters are warned, first, that pilotage into Trieste is not 
compulsory ; and, second, that if they are hailed by any person 
presumably a pilot, they should, if they desire to employ a 
genuine pilot only, request him to first produce his certificate.” 


| 
| 
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GREEK LEGISLATION AFFECTING THE CURRANT 
PRODUCTION. 


Mr. E. H. Egerton, Her Majesty’s Minister at Athens, in a 
despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 19th February, encloses 
a summary of the Bill presented to Parliament by Mons. 
Tricoupis for the relief of the suffering currant producers in 
Greece. The summary reads as follows :— 

The first section of the Bill authorises the monopoly company 
to extend its operations by granting loans for the cultivation of 

ricultural estates, and by the formation of a special fund, to be 
entitled the “ Currant Fund.” 

This extension of the operations of the company has the 
following objects in view. 

(1.) To promote agriculture in the country, and particularly 
the cultivation of currants, by giving loans at a rate of interest 
not exceeding 8 per cent. 

(2.) To facilitate the iniprovement and selection of the quality 
of the currants exported, and to develop any industry in the 
country which employs currants, to develop their consumption in 
new markets, and in general to assist their cheaper production. 

The second section of the Bill regulates the capital and 
resources of the Currant Fund. 

The capital of the fund will consist of— 

(1.) A sum of 9,000,000 drachmas, which the monopoly 
company shall be bound to pay to the fund. 

(2.) The net produce in money from currants, which pro- 
prietors, cultivators, or owners of currants are bound to deliver 
to the depéts of the fund as a contribution to the capital of the 
fund. This amount will be held back from the crop as being 
in excess of the ainount necessary for foreign consumption. 

(3.) Deposits of money made either at interest or on condition 
of participation in the gains of the fund to be regulated by 
Royal decree. 

The third section treats ef the disposal of the currants in 
excess of the requirements of consumption. At the invitation of 
the Minister of the Interior, and under his presidency, a 
committee will meet every year in the month of July at Athens, 
composed of the President of the Court of Accounts ; the Nomarchs 
of Achaia and Elis; the Governor of the National Bank ; the 
members of the board of the monopoly company ; two currant 
growers from each of the provinces of Patras, Elis, Agion, 
Cephallonia, and Zante; one from each of the provinces of 
Calamata, Messinia Pylos, Triphylia, and Olympia; and one from 
each of the districts of Argolis, Corinth, and Acarnania, elected 
by the municipal council of the province or district ; and of three 
currant merchants elected by the Chamber of Commerce of 
Patraz. 

The presence of 15 members of the committee is necessary to 
form a quorum. 

The committee will decide upon the amounts of currants to be 
held back. Whenever the year’s crop, together with what remains 
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from the last year’s crop, does not exceed 300,000,000 Venetian 
Ibs. (about 167,000 tons), no part of it will be held back ; nor 
when it does not exceed the consumption of the previous year, 
as ascertained by the committee, increased by 10 per cent. 
Exceptionally, for the year 1594, 10 per cent. of the currants for 
exportation will in any case be held back and placed at the 
depots of the fund. 

After the year 1894 a miuimum of 3 per cent. of the crop will 
be held back in any case. 

The monopoly company will estabiish, little by little, in the 
currant-growing provinces of the State, branch establishments 
for the purpose of granting loans and for the general administra- 
tion of the capital of the fund. Before the end of July it shall 
establish depéts at which to store the currants heid back. 

Every producer of currants must, before shipping them for 
exportation, deliver in kind or money the amount fixed to be 
held back. If paid in money the price will be settled weekly by 
the Customs collector of the province, the treasury superintendent, 
and the revenue officer of the district. If paid in kind, the 
currants must be in good condition and clean. Should any 
dispute arise, the matter must be referred to the Juge de Paix 
and two experts for decision. 

Section 4.—The fund is authorised to dispose of the currants 
held back as follows :— 

(1.) They may be sold in Greece for making wine or spirits, 
or for other industrial objects; the currants thus sold must be 
crushed and converted into a mass, except in special cases 
provided tor in the Bill. 

(2.) They may be sent abroad at a very low price, or gratis to 
places where the use of currants has not been introduced, or at all 
events only to a very small extent. 

(3.) If the usual currant markets require it, part or the whole 
of the currants undisposed of may be returned to the open 
market. 

For the operations of the fund the year is reckoned to 
commence from the 1st of August. 

The monopoly company will deliver to all depositors of 
currants at its depéts, a voucher stating the amount thus 
deposited by them. 

Section 5.—The loans granted by the company will not be for 
a term longer than one year. They will be granted upon 
personal guarantee or mortgage, and upon the security of the 
vouchers above mentioned. 

The Government will conclude a convention with the monopoly 
company for the establishment of the Currant Fund and for the 
regulation of its term of duration; and the operations of the 
company will commence within 40 days of the signature of this 
convention. 

As soon as the convention is signed, the monopoly company 
must increase the paid-up capital to 6,000,000 drachmas, and 
obtain permission to obtain a further sum of 5,000,000 drachmas 
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by floating a loan with or without a lottery. The half-yearly 
payment of interest and sinking fund shall be fixed at 3} per 
per cent. on the effective capital of the loan ; the loan will be paid 
off in 44 years. A further portion of the sinking fund, not 
exceeding 100,000 drachmas, shall be disposed of in lottery 
prizes. The Government will guarantee 6} per cent. yearly till 
the loan is paid off. 

The monopoly company is obliged to have available for loans 
and expenses of first establishment, before the 30th June 1894, 
a sum of 6,000,000 drachmas, and to deposit further sums of 
1,000,000 drachmas from time to time till the 9,000,000 drachmas 
are made up. The provisions of the law concerning the holding 
back of a portion of the currant crop will cease to be in force on 
the 31st July 1905. 


THE MontTENEGRIN Topacco Crop. 


Mr. R. J. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at 
Cettinjé, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated the 9th March, 
states that the delivery of the Montenegrin tobacco crop, which 
has been purchased by the Austrian Regie, has now been com- 
pleted at Cattaro. 

The quantity is as follows :—Superfine, nil; first quality, 
1,694} kilos.; second quality, 18,5273 kilos.; third quality, 
66,1844 kilos.; fourth quality, 110,4354 kilos. ; refuse, 3,306 
kilos. Total, 200,148 kilos., or 450,000 Ibs. 


Rattway EXTENSION IN ALBANIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 320 of the Board of Trade 
Journal for March, as to projected railway extensions in Albania, 
Mr. J. E. Blunt, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Salonica, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 22nd February, encloses 
anextract from the Moniteur Oriental newspaper, relative to the 
proposed construction of a railway from Verisovitch to Medua on 
the Adriatic. This extract reads as follows :— 

The Council of the Ministry of Public Works has forwarded to 
the Council of Ministers a mazbata relative to the concession 
solicited by Mr. W. Bright to build a railway from Verizovitch 
to Medua in Albania. This mazbata refers in highly favourable 
terms to the conception of the scheme, and supports the conditions 
eA by the applicant as being very advantageous to the 

mperial Government. 


THE ForeigN TRADE or BuLeartia IN 1893. 


Although it will be some months before the movement: of 
Bulgarian trade during the past year will be laid in detail before 
the public, Mr. H. N. Dering, Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul 
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General at Sofia, has extracted the following figures from the 
partial monthly reports issued by the Ministry of Commerce and 
Agriculture, which show an increase both in the export and 
import trade during the past year, as compared with 1892, and a 
very satisfactory increase in the export trade with the United 
Kingdom. 

The figures are under :-— 

Imports.—First six months, 40,236,415 frs., or 1,609,457/. 
Last six months, 50,631,465 frs., or 2,025,259, making a total of 
90,867,880 frs., or 3,634,716. 


Exports.—First six months, 55,497,568 frs., or 2,219,903/. 
Last six months, 35,966,045 frs., or 1,438,642/., making a total of 
91,463,613 frs., or 3,658,545, showing an increase in the import 
trade as compared with 1892 of 12} million francs, or 530,000/., 
and in the export trade of 16,800,000 [rs., or 672,000/. 

Imports from Austria-Hungary still hold the lead, amounting in 
value in 1893 to 32,765,153 frs., or 1,310,606/., as compared with 
1,124,107/. in the preceding year. The exports from Bulgaria to 
the. Dual Monarchy during the past 12 months amounted in 
value to 2,698,000 frs., or 107,920/., as against 127,038/. in 1892, 

Great Britain takes the second place, receiving from Bulgaria 
goods of the value of 18,144,000 frs., or 725,760. in 1893, as 
against 292,268/. in 1892. Bulgaria absorbed in 1893 British 

goods of the value of 17,044,000 frs., or 681,760/, us against a 
value in the preceding year of 717,185/. 

The imports from Germany amounted in value in the past year 
to 13,739,000 frs., or 549,560/.,and the exports to that country to 
15,820,000 frs., or 632,8002, as against respectively 520,647/. and 
331,885/. in 1892. 

France, on the other hand, exported in 1893 to Bulgaria goods 
to the amount only of 4,030,000 frs., or 161,200/., against an 
import of goods of the value of 15,174,000 frs., or 606,960/, 
whereas in 1892 the respective amounts were 129,010/ and 
780,0732. 


Tue New Biserta CANAL. 


Mr. R. Drummond Hay, Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Tunis, in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 21st March, 
states that the steamship “Ville d’Alger,” of the “ Compagnie 
Péninsulaire,” passed through the canal into the new harbour of 
Biserta on the 17th March, 

This vessel, which was laden with goods destined for the port 
works and for the Djedrida-Biserta railroad, measures 2,200 tons, 
and is the first to enter the port since the construction of the new 
canal. 


Tae DEVELOPMENT OF PERSIA. 


Mr. HM. L. Churchill, Her Majesty’s Consul at Resht, in a 
report to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th February, alludes 
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to the article published in the Board of Trade Journal for 
January (pp. 35-7) on the subject of the development of Persia, 
and points out that on p. 36, line 15 from the bottom, the word 
“ Russians” should be printed “ Persians,” and the same on 
line 5 from the bottom. 


STEAMER FREIGHTS BETWEEN LONDON AND CHINA, 


A communication, dated the 27th March, has been received at 
the Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, transmitting the 
accompanying extract from a report recently drawn up by 
Mr. Jamieson, Consular Assistant at Shanghai, respecting the 
freight rates of the leading British steamship lines trading to 
China:— 

The attitude taken up by the leading British steamship lines 
trading to China in the matter of freights is a subject which 
deserves attention. It must be, after all, to the interest of the 
steamship companies to have London the market of the world, 
and yet they do everything to drive trade into the hands of 
foreigners. 

Rates from Shanghai to London are the same as rates from 
Shanghai to Hamburg and even to New York. The result is 
that New York merchants have the refusal of goods in the London 
market, part of the contract being that cargo shall await orders 
in London for 10 days prior to transhipment. Immediately on 
arrival in London, samples are sent across by the express 
steamers, and the New York firms can ascertain by telegraph 
before the 10 days expire whether it would be more profitable to 
sell in London or to have the goods brought on. 

The same reasons are gradually depriving London of the 
position it formerly occupied as the principal distributing centre 
for Europe. There is no object in shipping goods to London 
when one can get them taken to Hamburg and Bremen for the 
same money. 

The absurd tactics of the companies in regard to freight from 
England place still further obstacles in the way of British trade. 
Some two months ago when the ordinary rates by British steamers 
from Liverpool to China were quoted at 40s, to 45s, per ton, the 
German steamers took cargo at 22s. 6d. f.o.b, Manchester, that 
is to say, they paid the railway carriage from Manchester to Hull, 
the freight from Hull to Bremen, and brought the goods out to 
China at one-half the rate charged by the British steamers. 
Under these circumstances even the most staunch supporters of 
British steamers could not afford to ignore the advantages of 
shipping via Bremen, as the difference in freight enabled goods 
shipped by German steamers to be sold here at from 6 to 7 can- 
dareens per jbale cheaper than those shipped by British lines. 
After vainly endeavouring to induce the steamer companies to 
listen to reason, they sent all they could vid Bremen, and then the 
former decided to reduce their charges. Instead, however, of 
reducing rates to a proportionate level they suddenly lowered 
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them to 10s. a ton, with the result that outsiders were enabled to 
ship goods to China at a much lower rate than the regular con- 
stituents of the companies, who had in self-defence shipped by 
German steamers at 22s. 6d., and who were consequently again 
undersold in the Chinese market. Treatment of this kind is in 
these days of finely-calculated profits not fair to the British shipper 
and cannot fail injuriously to affect British trade. 


Tue Export Trade or THE UNITED SrarTeEs. 


Captain R. C, Clipperton, Her Majesty’s Consul at Philadelphia, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th March, encloses 
a cutting from the Philadelphia Times of the 13th March, giving 
the following information with respect to the development of the 
export trade of the United States :— 

The prospect of a big balance of trade to the credit side of the 
American ledger is remarkably good this year. For the seven 
months ending January 3] the domestic exportsreached 560,295,545 
dols., and the exports of foreign merchandise 13,366,725 dols., a 
grand total of 573,662,270 dols. The imports for the same period 
amounted only to 371,549,060 dols., the balance in favour of the 
United States being a trifle above 200,000,000 dols. . - 

Not only is the export trade for this period absolutely large, but 
relatively much above the average during the same period for the 
last five years. The average amount of domestic exports for the 
first seven months of the preceding five years was 536,832,477 
dols., the exports for the same period this year exceeding this 
average by 23,463,068 dols. Only in 1872, when all Europe was 
short of breadstuffs, did the exports rise above those of this 

ear. 
4 The gratifying increase in the exports of manufactured goods 
from 88,278,110 dols. to 110,964,770 dols., or from 17 per cent. 
to 20 per cent. of the total exports for the period, is particularly 
worth notice, as indicating that the existing depression has not 
been without its compensations in manufacturing circles. 


Conpition oF TRADE IN THE District oF PHILADELPHIA, 


In a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 27th March, Capt 
R. C. Clipperton, Her Majesty’s Consul at Philadelphia, writing 
of the present condition of trade in the district of Philadelphia, 
states as follows :— 

There is a steady, regular, and favourable change in the con- 
dition of trade; the progress, although slow, is marked. Prices 
and wages ure falling rather than rising. The takings of cotton by 
Northern mills for the first two weeks past of March were in 
excess by 1,000 bales of the takings for the same period last 
year; although the total takings for the first two months of the 
year were 25 per cent. less than last year. The sales of wool for 
the first half of March showed an increase of one-fourth. - The 
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decrease in railroad earnings this year, as compared with last, is 
gradually but steadily diminishing. The iron industry shows a 
gradually increasing volume of business. The recovery will 
undoubtedly be slow, but the signs of improvement are incon- 
trovertible. 


BaLaTA PRODUCTION IN SURINAM. 


In his report on the trade and commerce of Surinam during 
1893, Mr. E. W. Smith-Delacour, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Paramaribo, gives the following particulars of the production of 
balata in Surinam :— 

One of the most valuable forest products of Surinam, and 
which has been considerably exported, is the caoutchouc-like 
substance known as balata. Balata gum holds the first place 
amcng the substitutes for gutta-percha. It is obtained from the 
mimusops balata. ~The balata gum combines in some degree the 
elasticity of cacutchouc with the ductility of gutta-percha, freely 
softening and becoming plastic, and being easily moulded like 
gutta-percha. The tree which produces this is widely distributed 
over the colony, even in parts so far in the interior as to have 
been hardly visited as yet ; and the industry, now that experience 
has taught how it can be carried on without the wasteful exter- 
mination of the tree, should have a positive future value. Better 
means of access and of working are required before the expenses 
of production form the proper proportion of the value produced. 

Balata is principally exported to the United States of America, 
small consignments also reaching Holland and Great Britain. 

The total production in 1893 was estimated at 113,018 Ibs., 
valued at 6,347/, as compared with 265,976 lbs., valued at 15,0707, 
in 1893, showing a decrease in quantity of 152,958 lbs. and in 
value of 8,723/.—(No. 1329, Foreign Office Annual Series.) 


PRODUCTION OF BANANA-MEAL IN SURINAM. 


Mr. E. W. S. Delacour, Her Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribo, 
in a report to the Foreign Office, dated the 15th February, 
states that a company has lately been established at plantation 
“ Susannasdaal,” in the colony of Dutch Guiana, for the purpose 
of reducing into meal, the large quantities of bananas and plain- 
tains grown on cocoa estates in the district. The banana trees 
are originally planted as shade for the young cocoa trees, and to 
such an extent that much of the fruit is wasted. Machinery and 
plant have been imported to the value of about 2,000/, and a 
small amount of meal has already been produced and sent to 
Holland. 

The company anticipate that a large quantity of banana-meal 
for bread-making, will be sold to the estates on which British 
Indian immigrants are engaged. 

Mr. Delacour encloses the following analysis of the Surinam 
banana, 
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Analysis of banana-meal :— 


Moisture - - - - 11°44 
Ether extract - - - - 0:39 
Alcohol extract (80 percent.) - - - 5°94 
(of which, reducing sugar 1°18 per cent.) 
sucrose 008 ) 
Cold water extract - - 5°33 
Fibre - - - 111 
Ash - - - - 3°04 
Starch - - 59°35 
Albuminoids - - - - 5:25 
Digestible fibre and other uadeterminable 
carbohydrates - - - 8°15 
Total - - 100°00 


From this it will be seen that the food value of the meal is 
minute, and should be compared rather to the potato than to a cereal. 

In the face of this analysis, it is difficult to believe, says 
Mr. Delacour, that the banana-meal enterprise will prove re- 
munerative, especially when it is remembered that so soon as the 
cocoa trees are sufficiently strong to bear the sun, the cultivation 
of the banana tree as shade will be no longer necessary, and 
the supply will consequently become limited. 


THe WHEAT CROP IN THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


Mr. Hugh Mallet, British Vice-Consul at Rosario, in a report 
to the Foreign Office, dated the 14th February, states that the 
wheat crop of the Province of Santa-Fé for 1893-94 is the 
largest on record and is estimated at 750,000 tons, of which, at 
least, 600,000 tons will be shipped from that port. 

The class of grain shipped is of a good quality, but future 
shipments, owing to the recent heavy rains experienced after a 
prolonged drought, which almost entirely destroyed the maize 
crop, will not be of such a good quality, having been damaged 
whilst in the stack, 


LITHOGRAPHIC STONE IN NEw CALEDONIA. 


The British Acting Consu! in Noumea (New Caledonia), 
writing on the 2nd January with respect to a recent discovery 
of lithographic stone, states as follows :— 

“Very important layers of lithographic stone have been 
discovered at the island of Mato, lying about 30 miles south-west 
of Noumea. Samples of the stone have been submitted for 
analysis to experts in Sydney. The report is very favourable in 
every sense, and declares the stone to be of first quality and 
easy of disposal; as the deposit of the stone is immense, the 
‘prospectors expect to reap a very rich harvest in the exploitation 
of the quarries.” 

The Moniteur Offiziel du Commerce states that a New Cale- 
donian journal, in an article on this subject, asserts that lithographic 
stones coming from this district are infinitely superior to those 
supplied by Munich, 
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XVI.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


NAVIGABLE Rivers AND CANALS. 


A recent number of the Jahrbuch der Naturwissenschaften 
contains the following table, which gives the lergths of the 


navigable rivers and canals of the most important countries of the 


world :— 
Countries. Rivers. Canals. Totals. 
Miles. Miles. Miles. 
United States of North America : 15,502 3,064 18,566 
Germany - 14,499 1,214 15,713 
France - - - - 4,968 2,897 7,866 
Great Britain and Ireland - 1,642 2,875 | 4,517 
Russia - ~ - - 19,274 805 20,079 
Austria-Hungary - - - 2,691 382 3,073 
Italy ‘Wa 1,752 294 2,046 
Spain - - 750 248 998 
Belgium - - - - 653 492 1,145 
Portugal - 482 | 432 
Sweden and Norway - - - 423 92 | . 515 
The Netherlands " - 313 855 1,168 
Canada - ‘ 2,595 492 3,087 
Brazil - - - - 20,433 — 20,433 
China - - 3,404 4,832 8,236 
India - 2,392 2,061 | 4,453 


Tre Trape 1n Coat BRIQUETTES. 


According to the Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels for the 11th 
March, the export of coal briquettes is yearly assuming greater 
importance. 

In January 1894 the total exports from all countries in the 
world reached 44,845 tons, as compared with 25,260 tons in 
January 1893 and 17,915 tons in January 1892. It thus appears 
that January of the present year exceeds the corresponding 
period of last year by 19,585 tons, or more than 75 per cent., and 
that it is greater than January 1892 by 26,930 tons, or about 
160 per cent. 

The total exports in 189% were 491,938 tons, as compared 
with 351,570 tons in 1892. The figures for the principal 
countries were :—France, 228,250 tons; Switzerland, 71,529 
tons; United States, 55,045 tons; Luxemburg, 35,685. tons; 
the Netherlands, 16,582 tons ; Germany, 15,290 tons; Eng!‘and, 
12,461 tons; and Spain, 11,940 tons. 
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Prorposep ZONE TARirr System ON Russian RAILWways. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg. announces that the Russian 
(iovernment proposes to introduce on the State railways a tariff 
calculated on the basis of the Hungarian zone tariff. 

It states that on the 3rd March a commission for drawing up a 
revised tariff for the carriage of passengers on Russian railways 
sat for the first time at the Russian Ministry of Finance. This 
commission consists of representatives of the State lines and of 
private lines, of members of the tariff committee, of officials 
belonging to the Railway Department, and of a number of 
experts. 

The labours of the commission were inaugurated by a speech 
from M. Maximow, Director of the Railway Department. The 
speaker referred to the —— secured by the reduction of 
passenger tariffs abroad, both tothe population and the enterprises 
themselves. This reduction has been introduced in Austria- 
Hungary, France, and Roumania; it is under consideration in 
Germany. 

In no country have greater reductions been made than in 
Hungary ; the new zone tariff introduced in 1889 by M. Baross, 
by making railway journeys for a long distance so very cheap, has 
largely increased the receipts from the railways, At the end of 
one year only, the number of passengers had increased from 
5,000,000 to 15,500,000, and the receipts from 9,000,000 to 
11,700,000 florins. Somewhat similar results have been obtained 
in the other countries which have introduced large reductions in 
the rates for passengers and in which there are to be found— 
Hungary and Roumania, for example—local conditions which do 
not differ very materially from those ruling in Russia. 

In Russia it is the long distances which make the cost of railway 
travelling keenly felt. In order to travel 1,000 verstes (verste= 
0°663 of a mile) by third class a fare of 14°40 roubles, together 
with the Government tax, has to be paid. This expenditure is 
only possible to a small minority of persons using carriages of 
this class. This is evident from the fact that only 25 per cent. of 
the third-class passengers travel distances exceeding 100 verstes. 
It must therefore be concluded that the majority of the lower 
classes cannot for this purpose afford to pay more than 1} roubles. 
The fact should not be lost sight of that the passenger rates, even 
for the fourth class, with very few exceptions, have been in force, 
without any modifications whatever being introduced into them, 
since the construction of the Russian railway system, notwith- 
standing the numerous modifications in the tariff for the 
conveyance of goods. 

For the first few years of the operation of the projected new 
tariff the railway companies will probably suffer loss, by reason of 
the reduction in charges, but, in the opinion of M. Maximow, 
there is no cause for alarm, these losses promising to be only 
temporary and the cheap tickets being likely to increase the 
number of passengers, which in its turn will largely develop trade 
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and lead to a greater development in the carriage of goods, 
Indirectly the railways will not, therefore, be long in benefiting 
from the new passenger tariff. 


RarLway CONSTRUCTION IN THE CRIMEA. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg for the 20th February (4th 
March) last, refers to a proposal for a railway which will finally 
connect the town of Yalta (Southern Crimea) with the general 
railway system of Russia. The proposed line, which will be 
narrow gauge, will connect the railways of Lozovaia~Sevastopol 
and Djane-Theodosia, and will traverse the valley adjoining the 
river Biouk-Karassou. The new railway will start from the 
Djane-Theodosia line, between the Seitler and Itchki stations, 
will go southwards by the valley of Biouk-Karassou, go through 
Karassou-Bazar, clear the heights to the east of Karabi-Jaila, 
descend to the sea, clear Touak, and connect with the rivers Yalta 
and Orianda. It will have a length of 159 verstes and will put 
an end to the isolation of Yalta and the whole southern coast of 
the Crimea, which is especially felt each winter at the time of the 
stormy tempests in the Black Sea. 


MINERAL PRODUCTION OF GERMANY. 


The following particulars, relating to minerals raised during 
1892 in the German Empire, are obtained from tie official returns 
issued by the Imperial Statistical Service and referred to in 
Kuhlow’s for the 7th March, Coal was raised at 343 collieries in 
Prussia, 22 in Bavaria, 36 in Saxony, 2 in Elsass-Lothringen, and 
4 in the other states, to the amount of 71,362,193 tons, valued at 
526,979,176 marks (26,348,9581.), of which quantity 4,606,239 
tons were consumed in the working, the total number of persons 
employed being 289,415, including 221,717 men underground, 
61,545 men on the surface, ard 6,153 women on the surface, 
Lignite was extracted from 410 mines in Prussia, 8 in Bavaria 
109 in Saxony, 10 in Hesse, 5 in Brunswick, 42 in Saxe-Alten- 
burg, 11 in Anhalt, and 4 in the remaining States, to the amount 
of 21,171,857 tons, valued at 58,505,898 marks (2,925,294/.), 
(3,736,117 tons being consumed in the working) by 37,480 
persons, including 16,858 men underground, 19,544 men on the 
surface, and 1,078 women on the surface. Graphite to the 
amount of 4,036 tons, valued at 252,960 marks (12,648/.), was 
produced at 32 mines employing 201 hands ; and 53,279 tons of 
asphalte from nine mines, valued at 418,850 marks (20,942/,), 
employing 189 persons. Mineral oil, obtained from 11 workings, 
with 333 persons, amounted to 14,527 tons, valued at 879,762 
marks (43,988/.). Iron ore was worked at 388 mines in Prussia, 
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34 in Bavaria, 13 in Saxony, 2 in Wurtemburg, 16 in Hesse, 6 
in Brunswick, 3 in Schwarzburg-Rudolstedt, 3 in Waldeck, 33 in 
Elsass-Lothringen, and 15 in other states, producing 8,168,840 
tons, valued at 34,844,846 marks (1,742,242/.), and employing 
31,966 persons, including 20,997 men underground, 8,832 men 
on the surface, and 2,137 women on the surface. Manganese was 
put out from 12 mines in Prussia, 24 in Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, and 
10 in other states, to the amount of 32,861 tons, valued at 
507,697 marks (25,384/.), employing 620 persons, including 435 
underground. 


Tue NaviGaABLE WATERWAYS OF GERMANY. 


According to Kuhlow’s for the 28th March, the improvement 
and extension of the network of navigable waterways in Germany 
engages the serious attention of the Government and public of 
that country. There has already been much done in the direction 
of deepening rivers, making canals, &c., but there still remains 
a good deal to be accomplished, and great projects are now the 
order of the day. 

The following particulars are taken from an article in Das 
Schiff, which passes in review the different schemes. So far 
the network of navigations formed by the great rivers of 
the north—the Vistula, the Oder, Elbe, and the canals which 
connect them—stands isolated. The project of a canal connecting 
Dortmund and the Ems vid Miinster and Rheine, then reaching 
Emden, marks the first step for putting an end to that isolation. 
This step is so much more decisive, as the navigation will be 
completed by another canal linking Dortmund with the Rhine 
about Ruhfort, and traversing all the coal basin which constitutes 
the wealth of that country, But another important project, 
and one which is warmly supported, is the scheme for a central 
canal (Mittelland Canal), starting not far from Rheine on the 
Ems, and going easterly by Osnabriick, Minden, Hanover, and 
Brunswick, reaching the Elbe at Niegripp (below Magdeburg), . 
and thus connecting the three basins of the Ems, the Weser, and 
the Elbe. Apart from these large projects, there are others 
which, though not so extensive, are not devoid of interest. Such. 
are the canal from the Elbe to the Trave, creating between 
Liibeck and the Elbe a navigable way accessible to large vessels, 
and tending to counterbalance the unpleasant influence of the 
Baltic and North Sea Canal; and the canal from the Elbe to 
the Baltic and North Sea Canal; and the canal from the Elbe 
to the Baltic, connecting Wismar and the Schwerin Lake. More 
to the eastward there is the project for a canal from Rostock to 
Berlin, linking Rostock with the Havel by Biitzow and Giistrow. 

Then southward there is the scheme for a canal from the 
Danube to the Oder. There is also in that region the Elbe- 
Spree Canal, quitting the Elbe below Dresden; the Elster-Saale 
Canal, leaving the last-named river at Leipzig; and the canal 
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projects designed to connect the Austrian capital on the one 
hand with the Oder, and on the other hand with the Elbe by the 
Moldau. 

In Southern Germany the projects are not less numerous; 
there are the Main-Danube and Neckar-Danube Canals, canals 
from the Danube (near Ulm) to the lake of Constance, 
and from Carlsruhe to the Rhine, and schemes for the 
improvement of the tributaries of the Danube and the Main. 


MINERAL PRODUCTION IN FRANCE. 


The following particulars of the mineral and metallurgical 
production of France are extracted from the French Bulletin de 
l Office du Travail for the month of March last :-— 

The total production of coal in the various departments of 
France in 1893 was 25,738,073 tons, as against 26,178,701 tons 
in 1892, or a diminution of 440,628 tons. In the department of 
the Nord, the increase is 248,508 tons, and in the department of 
the Pas-de-Calais there is a decrease of 841,952 tons. 

Of forge-pig iron and foundry-pig, 2,032,567 tons were produced 


in 1893 as compared with 2,057,258 tons in 1892. The quantity 
of forge-pig produced in 1893 was 1,551,131 tons, and of foundry- 
pig, 481,436 tons. 

The quantity of manufactured iron produced in 1893 was 
829,851 tons as compared with 828,519 tons in 1892. Of worked 
steel the total quantity produced was 668,665 tons, and of. steel 
in ingots, 803,063 tons. The corresponding figures for 1892 were 
682,527 tons and 825,486 tons respectively. The worked steel 
in 1893 consisted of 218,021 tons of rails, 328,991 tons of 
merchant-steel, and 121,653 tons of plates. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION AT BoRDEAUX IN 1895. 


The Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 3rd March gives 
the following additional information on the subject of the 
international exhibition proposed to be held at Bordeaux in 1895. 

This exhibition is organised by the Philomathic Society of 
‘Berdesux, and will include all products of industry and 
agriculture, education, the fine arts, industrial arts, ancient 
ayt, as well as wines and spirits, electricity, and the social 
sciences, 

The exhibition will open on the Ist May 1895 and will last 
about six months. It is carried out under the patronage and 
with the aid of the State, of the department of the Gironde, and 
ef the municipality and Chamber of Commerce of Bordeaux. 
Applications for admission must be made before the 1st October 
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The Bordeaux Exhibition is to be a universal one in so far as 
regards exhibitors of wines and spirits, and of electrical apparatus 
and of all matters connected with electricity and with social science, 
but the general, industrial, and agricultural portion of the exhibition 
is to be international in a restricted sense only, that is to say, 
this latter part is to be open only to exhibitors from France and 
French possessions, from the United Kingdom, from Belgium, 
Switzerland, Italy, Spain, and Portugal, or, in other words, from 
all neighbouring countries except Germany. 

The Philomatic Society bears the expenses of installation and 
of general decoration of the galleries and of the whole of the 
exhibition, other expenses being borne by exhibitors. 

The exhibition will be constituted a Customs warehouse ; in 
consequence, exhibits will be free of duty and of visits from the 
octroi, as well as the French Customs. 

All articles which are considered dangerous are excluded from 
the exhibition. Fireworks and similar articles are only admitted 
in dummy form and without the addition of any inflammable, 
explosive, or dangerous material. 

Her Majesty’s Consul at Bordeaux, in his last report to the 
Foreign Office, writes as follows with reference to the above 
exhibition :— 

“One of the prominent features of the Bordeaux Exhibition 
will of course be the section relating to wines; and it may be 
presumed that some of our colonies, which have of late years 
made such rapid strides in viticulture, will take the opportunity 
of sending samples of their produce to Bordeaux next year. 
Considering, moreover, the prominent share taken by British trade 
generally in the commerce of this port and district, and the 
desirability for all concerned that our commercial relations with 
Bordeaux shall not merely be maintained in their present extent, 
but, if possible, developed more and more, it may be hoped that 
exhibitors from the United Kingdom will regard the forthcoming 
meer Exhibition as a favourable opportunity for attaining 
that end, 


Tuer Export or ITauian WINEs. 


The French Consul at Venice in a recent report refers to the 
change which has been produced in the movement of the export 
of Italian wines. Although the consignments estimated for the 
first eleven months of 1893 at 2,088,915 hectolitres, exceeded by 
45,817 hectolitres the results obtained in the previous year, the 
amount of business with the chief importing countries has largely 
decreased, save as regards Austria-Hungary and America. 

French purchases, which increased in 1892, diminished last year 
by 160,000 hectolitres, not to speak of a fall of 150,000 hectolitres 
as regards Switzerland, 

It is a little difficult to explain the decrease of consiguments to 
certain countries, especially Germany, As a matter of fact the 
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demands from Germany were, from the 1st January to the 30th 
November 1893, for 152,273 hectolitres of wine in casks, against 
238,023 hectolitres for the similar preceding period, the export 
having diminished by one-third, or 86,000 hectolitres. This is all 
the more strange as under the egis of an analogous Customs tariff 
the consignments to Austria more than doubled last year, going 
from 412,381 to 847,264 hectolitres. 

The Economista, from which journal the French Consul takes 
these particulars, draws from this comparison an unfavourable 
conclusion, According to it the markets offered by Germany 
and Austria have no stability, and Italy will be in the wrong, for 
the present at least, in relying too much upon the German 
market. 

A falling off is also noticeable in the consignments to the United 
Kingdom, which dropped from 140,486 hectolitres during the 
first eleven months of 1892 to 127,605 in 1893. 


RADE BETWEEN SPAIN AND THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The following statement c»mpiled from returns furnished to the 
Board of Trade by the Customs shows the trade between Spain 
and the United Kingdom during each of the months for the 
quarter ended the 31st March last, and during each quarter 
comprised between the Ist April 1893 and the 3lst March 1894, 
compared with the several corresponding periods of the previous 
12 months :— 


: Exports of British and | Exports of Forei 
Irish Produce from and Colonial 
Kinga United Kingdom Produce from United 
—_— pain. to Spain. Kingdom to Spain. 
1893. 1894. 1898. 1894, 1893. 1894. 

Month : £ £ £ 

January - - 822,088 906,714 $28,957 341,639 54,878 36,056 

February - - 933,148 £26,061 274,517 407,452 30,027 32,269 

March - - 969,100 1,055,479 342,459 326,156 66,678 43,802 


Total for Quarter -| 2,724,336 2,788,254 945,933 1,075,247 | 757,583 | 112,127 


1892-8. 1893-4. 1892-8. | _ 1893-4. 1892-3, | 1893-4. 

Quarter ended : 
30th June - *| 2,761,517 | 2,482,918 | 7,864,897 969,710 | 724,765 | 146,964 
30th September =| 2,800,488 2,278,894 730,318 837,489 | 728,577 | 115,395 
3lst December * | 8,495,706 } 2,915,728 790,393 864,145 | 763823 | 140,234 
Sist March * | 2,724,336 | 2,788,254 945,983 | 1,075,247 | 757,583 | 112,127 


Total for Year - | 70,972,086 | 10,410,794 $331,535 8,746,541 | 568,088 | 514,770 
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AREA AND PropucTion oF IN AUSTRIA 
IN 1893. 

In the Statistische Monaischrift for January last, which 
gives the particulars relating to the area and production of wheat, 
rye, barley, oats, and maize in Austria for 1893, it is shown that 
the area under wheat in that year was 1,119,577 hectares 
(hectare = 2°47 acres), the production from which amounted 
to 15,385,610 hectols. (hectolitre = 2°75 imp. bushels), giving 
an average of 137 hectols. of grain to the hectare. The area 
under rye was 1,943,284 hectares, which produced 27,817,820 
hectols., or an average of 14°3 hectols. to the hectare; that under 
barley being 1,123,976 hectares, which produced 18,599,540 
hectols., or an average of 16°5 hectols, to the hectare; that under 
oats being 1,840,991 hectares, which produced 31,513,550 hectols., 
or an average of 171 hectole. to the hectare; and that under 
maize being 358,444 hectares, which produced 5,463,460 hectols., 
or an average of 15:2 hectols. to the hectare. 


Provosep EXHIBITION AT VIENNA IN 1898, 


The Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce for the Ist 
March states that the question has been mooted of celebrating 
the jubilee of the Emperor of Austria by a great exhibition for 
the whole empire, which will take place at Vienna in 1898. This 
exhibition w ll illustrate the progress achieved in the entire 
monarchy during the fifty years of the reign of the Emperor 
Francis Juseph. The Industrial Society of Lower Austria has 
taken the initiative with this project. The exhibition will probably 
be held in the Prater Rotunda, constructed for the internationa: 


exhibition of 1873. 


Tue ForeiGN TRADE OF GREECE IN 1893. 


The Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels, in its issue of the 18th 
March, states that according to official statistics, the total value of 
the foreign trade of Greece in 1893 was 179,518,798 drachmas 
{imports 91,484,936 drachmas, and exports 88,033,862 drachmas), 
whilst in 1892 the value was 201,567,471 drachmas (imports 
119,306,007 drachmas, and exports 82,261,464 drachmas) showing 
a decrease for the imports of 27,821,071 drachmas and an increase 
for tue exports of 5,772,398 drachmas. ‘These figures show that 
the difference between the imports and exports has almost 
disappeared. 

The diminution in the imports, chiefly noticeable in manufac- 
tured products and the products of textile industry, has brought 
abont a reduction of 4,465,926 drachmas in the Customs 
receipts. 

As seen from the above figures, the crisis in the country, and 
the low price of the curiant, the chief article of exportation, has 
not prevented the exports of Greek products to foreign countries 
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making great progress, amounting to 5,772,398 drachmas. The 
increase would appear all the larger if quantities were taken into 
consideration instead of values. 

The value of the currants exported last year was 46,274,650 
drachmazg, against 40,749,306 drachmas in 1892, or an increase of 
5,500,000 drachmas. In spite of this, Greece is at present still 
encumbered with currants which she cannot get rid of. 

It has given an exaggerated extension to the cultivation of 
the vine coinciding with the loss of important markets. The 
Government is endeavouring to improve this state of affairs, 


THE WINE AND Sprrit TRADE IN TURKEY. 


A correspondent of the Bulletin de la Chambre de Commerce 
frangaise de Constantinople points out that Turkey, which is a 
wine-growing country, can no longer dispose of her products now 
that France has ceased to be a large purchaser; the Ottoman 
viticulturists are therefore obliged to distil their products, failing 
buyers, and in several districts the owners of the vineyards have 
uprooted the vines to make way for corn and beans. 

Another reason for the absence of outlets for Turkish wines 
lies in the fact that the native Christians are not accustomed to 
drinking wine, and wine is also forbidden to the Mussulmans. 
Customers are therefore very few, and these are supplied by the 
native wines, certain of which are tolerable, and are in every way 
acceptable to the native palate. 

Only the better class wines can be p!aced on the Constantinople 
market, such as Bordeaux, Burgundy, &c., and the purchasers of 
these wines are restricted to foreigners and to a few rich natives. 

The use of cognac has largely increased in Constantinople within 
recent years, but it is principally very inferior brandies which are 
sold. The home-produced blendings with Russian alcohols, and 
coloured alcohols coming from Trieste, monopolise a great part 
of the consumption. Greek cognacs, which are more expensive, 
are drunk by the numerous Greek consumers in Constantinople. 
The other orders are obtained by the Charente distilleries having 
agents there. 


Pusr.ic Works 1n Upper Eqaypt. 


The Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 3rd March states 
that according to a recent communication of the Belgian Agent 
and Consul-General at Cairo, the Egyptian railway administration 
has just decided upon the establishment of the three following 
lines :-— 

(a.) From Guirguech to Nag Abou Hamadi. 

From Menouf to Achmoun. 

(c.) To serve the Barraris region, as well as the construction 
of two bridges over the Nile, one at Nag Abou Hamadi and the 
other at Dessouk. 

Tenders will be opened on the 15th May. 
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THe MineraL WEALTH OF ALGERIA. 


According to the Bulletin du Musée Commercial of the 17th 

March, the minerals chiefly found in Algeria are iron, magnetic 
oxides, red and brown hematites, carbonates, copper and pyrites, 
containing often lead and silver, argentiferous lead, antimony, 
mercury, and finally zinc in large quantity and of good quality, 
The number of known metalliterous deposits is estimated at 2@0 
at least. 
- Of this number there are at present 51 conceded deposits, 25 
of which are in the department of Constantine, 16 in the depart- 
ment of Algiers, and 6 in that of Oran. The most important 
mining enterprises are: Ain-Mokra, near Boéne, belonging to the 
Mokta-el-Hadid Company. These are magnetic iron ore, and 
contain 62 per cent. of metallic iron, The mines give employ- 
ment to 800 workmen, 8 steam machines of 190 horse-power, 
and produce 130,000 tons, of a value of 45,200/., which are 
carried from the mine to the port of Béohe by a railway 
38 kilom. long. 

The same company works the mine of Beni-Saf, of equal 
importance, at the other extremity of Algeria, and for which it 
has constructed the port of Beni-Saf. 

The iron mines of Filfila, near Philippeville, yield an ore 
which gives 70 per cent. of iron with the blast furnace. 

Sakamody, in the department of Algiers, is the most important 
zinc and lead mine, extending over an area of 880 hectares ; it has 
400 workmen, 7 steam machines of 120 horse-power ; its produc- 
tion exceeds 8,150,000 tons, of a value of 37,600/. Sakamody 
belongs to M, Delawarre, engineer, who himself manages this 
important large industry. 

ef-Oum-Teboul, a very rich copper and argentiferous lead 
mine (69 per cent. of lead) in the department of Constantine, 
gives employment to 250 workmen, 2 steam machines of 28 horse- 
power, and produces more than 10,000 tons, of a value of 15,000/, 


Tue MERIDIAN OF JERUSALEM. 


The Journal de St. Pétersbourg says that the Nouvelles for the 
15th February published an article on the meridian of Jerusalem. 
It announces that M. Cesar Tondini, a delegate from the Bologna 
Academy of Sciences, is at St. Petersburg, where he is working in 
favour of the proposal of the said academy, which suggests as the 
initial meridian that of Jerusalem, In the opinion of the 
Nouvelles the meridian of Greenwich proposed by the conference 
at Washington is hardly acceptable, because of its strictly national 
character. It adds that the meridian of Jerusalem, besides its 
other advantages, has that of being a meridian also to some extent 
Russian, seeing that it traverses Russia in Europe for its whole 
length. All the localities of Russia in Europe are either on the 
initial meridian itself or relatively a short distance from it. The 
Nouvelles asserts that the longitude of Jerusalem would have to 
be more exactly determined, and woul be a first step towards a 
final solution of the question. 


472 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. [April 1894. 


Tue Inpustry oF JAPAN. 

The United States Consul-General at Kanagawa, in a recent 
report to his Government, supplies the following particulars of the 
sulphur industry of Japan :— 

Sulphur, called in Japanese “iwo” or “yuwo,” is found az a 
glossy product of sublimation, often covering the crater, wells, 
crevices, and clefts of active and extinct volcanoes throughout 
the country. By far the greatest amount of Japanese sulphur is 
formed ky decomposition of the sulphurated hydrogen of the very 
numerous solfataras. 

The export trade in this article has grown rapidly since the 
opening of the country to foreign commerce. In the year 1868, 
the earliest date for which reliab!e Customs statistics are available, 
there were exported 131 tons, valued at 1,350/. Recent returns 
show the following figures : — 1890, 20,724 tons, valued at 43,3301. ; 
1891, 21,108 tons, valued at 47,4701.; and in 1892, 14,589 tone, 
valued at 41,5602. 

In February 1893, there were 84 mines in operation, of which 
only 13 produced annually more than 100 tons each. 


Coat, Coprer, AND Leap PropuctTioN oF TIE UNITED 
1n 1893. 


The New York Engineering and Mining Journal for the 
10th March publishes complete returns of the coal production of 
the United States during 1893. 

These returns show that the total production was 183,422,710 
tors, as compared with 180,399,017 tons in 1892. The chief 
contributing state is Pennsylvania, with 45,225,881 tons of 
bituminous and 53,810,214 tons of anthracite, as compared with 
46,576,576 tons of bituminous and 52,472,504 tons of anthracite 
in 1892. 

From the full returns of copper collected for the Mineral 
Industru for 1893, and which include statements from all the 
producers, it appears that the total production of the United States 
last year from domestic ores was 322,585,500 Ibs. of fine copper. 

‘The State of Montana takes the lead with an output of 
150,092,711 lbs., ,while Michigan comes second, reporting 
113,462,129 lbs, Arizona produced 43,717,425 lbs., while 
Colorado reports 7,121,257 lbs. California declined but little, 
and produced 2,825,773 Ibs., while the East fell off through the 
stoppage of its principal producer. 

The United States Bureau of Statistics states that there was 
imported in pigs, bars, &., in 1893, a further 5,536,690 Ibs., and 
it gives the exports of copper as follows :—In pigs, bars, &c, 
138,984,128 lbs. ; ore, 41,725 tons (which, at an average of 50 per 
cent., would give 46,766,189 lbs.); exports of foreign copper, 
2,019,821 lbs. ; total exports, about 187,766,189 lbs. -This 
exceeds by 7,699,309 Ibs. the statistics kept for the copper 
companies, and which gave 180,066,880 lbs., or 80,387 long tons. 

The production of merchantable lead in the United States 
in 1893, though not so great as in 1892, was still much greater 
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than was anticipated. The total amount of merchantable lead, 
that is of refined desilverised, of soft or non-argentiferous 
and of antimonial lead, that was produced in the country 
in 1893, was 195,948 tons of 2,000 lbs. Of this amount, 
130,026 tons were refined desilverised, produced from ores 
mined in the United States, 31,369 tons were of soft or non- 
argentiferous lead, and 5,283 tons of antimonial lead, making a 
total from United States ores of 166,678 tons. Besides this, 
29,270 tons of refined desilverised lead were produced from 
imported ores, mostly Mexican, smelted in the United States. 


‘Mexican DyEwoops. 


The following account of the dyewoods of Mexico is taken 
from a recent report by the United States Consul-General at 
Mexico :— 

Nature has supplied Mexico with an abundance of woods. 
‘Those that have been known and are already utilised embrace 
a list of four hundred. Fifteen of these are used for dyestuffs. 
One tree, called purplewood, in its natural state is as brilliant 
as the famous Tyrian dye. The wood looks as if it had been 
dyed with perfect material, yet that isthe way it grows. Another, 
the species known as “ palo-moral,” is also very valuable for dyeing 
fast colours. It is found in considerable quantities in the States 
of Tamaulipas and Nuevo Leon, However, the principal and 
best known dyewoods are campeachy (logwood), Brazil-wood, 
and fustic (palo-amarillo). The dyewoods exist mainly and 
extensively in the States of Campeachy, Vera Cruz, Tabasco, 
Yucatan, Chiapas, Oaxaca, Guerrero, and Tamaulipas. In the 
States of Sinaloa, Jalisco, Colima, Nuevo Leon, and Michoacan 
there is quite an abundance, but the forests have not as yet 
been much explored, 

The business of collecting and exporting these woods is very 
lucrative. Several German and a few English firms have been 
in the business for a number of years in the States of Campeachy, 
Yucatan, Tabasco, and Vera Cruz, and have made considerable 
money. The Germans and French were the first to develop 
the business of exporting these woods, but England for the last 
few years has almost monopolised it. The principal markets are 
England, Germany, the United States, France, Spain, and Russia 
(recently). 

he wood commonly known as “palo-moral” or “ palo- 
amarillo” is very important, on account of its abundance and 
the facilities for obtaining it. It abounds along the Gulf coast, 
Guerrero, and Michoacan ; but that which is produced in Isla 
del Carmen (island of Carmen), Tamaulipas (Tampico), and Vera 
Cruz (Tuxpan) is more valuable, having a greater proportion 
of dyeing qualities. It is exploited like campeachy and Brazil- 
woods. Different sized logs are cut and the bark is separated 
before both (the bark and wood) are disposed of for market. 
Its colouring matter in the Mexican market is utilised princi- 
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pally for staining cotton, silk, and more particularly wocl, with a 
autiful yellow. In combination with campeachy, indigo, and 
salts of copper and iron, various other colours are produced. 
For many years it has been exported to Germany, France, and 
England, its exportation running as high as 9,000,000 kilogrammes 
a year (kilogramme = about 2} Jbs.). 

Although the forests of these and other woods cover almost 
all the coasts of the Republic, and are still very extensive, it has 
been thought that the random and careless manner of cutting 
down the trees would in time destroy them; hence the depart- 
ment of encouragement has issued a circular to prevent the 
destruction of this immense source of wealth, ‘lhe Government 
also, with the same object, has placed an export duty on cabinet 
and construction woods of 1°50 dol. per cubic metre, and on 
campeachy of 1°50 dol., and palo-moral of 75 cents per ton of 
1,000 kilogs. But it is the opinion of Mr. Glezias, in the 
department of Fomento, that notwithstanding the wanton manner 
of the natives in cutting the trees, this Mexican resource is almost 
inexhaustible. Vegetation is so prolific along the coast and 
tropical section of the country that cutting trees and clearing the 
ground stimulates the growth of its products, and immediately 
after trees are felled a new supply of young trees is ready to 
substitute them. 


Exrorts OF HENEQUEN FROM MExiIco IN 1893. 


The Bulletin du Musée Commercial for the 24th February 
publishes the following particulars of the exports of henequen 
from Mexico in 1893 :— 

The export of this article through the port of Progreso during 
the month of December last amounted to 33,100 bales, of a weight 
of 11,831,913 lbs, 

The total exports of henequen in 1893 reached 126,151,996 
Ibs., valued at 7,997,230 piastres. Thé corresponding figures for 
1892 were 127,302,941 lbs., valued at 7,868,420 piastres, whereas 
for 1889, 87,839,783 lbs., valued at 8,783,978 piastres, only were 
were exported. 

Although the exports in 1893 were smaller in quantity than in 
1892, the differences were amply compensated by increased prices. 
If the results for 1889 be excepted, these being also due to 
exceptional prices, the figures for 1893 are, as regards value, the 
highest of the last quinquennial period. 


INDUSTRIAL PROGRESS IN GUATEMALA. 

The Bureau of the American Republics, in its monthly bulletin 
for December, has the following with regard to industrial progress 
in Guatemala :— 

-Some important industries are being developed in the country. 
The manufacture of cotton cloth has been established with most 


April 1894.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 475 


satisfactory results, and some paper mills, recently opened, have 
been so successful that it is hoped that all the ordinary classes of 
paper used will soon be supplied from home manufacture. Brick 
and tile works are numerous, but can only produce the common 
classes of materials. Attempts, more or less successful, have also 
been made to establish factories for carriage building, wool 
weaving, and tanneries. The great trade of the country will, 
however, for many years to come, be the exportation of produce. 

Guatemala coffee is well known in every market, but princi- 
pally in that of the United States, and many other tropical plants 
are cultivated on an extensive scale, such as sugar and tobacco. 
But the resources of the country in raw materials, textile and 
medicinal plants, mines and timber, have scarcely been touched as 
yet, and all that is wanting to derive a large revenue from this 
source is assured peace and increased immigration. Trade has 
recently shown symptoms of steady increase. In 1892, 157 
steamers and 14 sailing ships entered the port of San José, 151 
steamers and 1z sailing ships entered the port of Champerico, and 
55 steamers and 7 sailing ships entered the port of Ocos. This 
shows a trade of considerable magnitude, and the figures for this 
year will be much higher. The larger number of these vessels 
bear the United States flag. 


TRADE OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Buenos Ayres Standard for the 21st February publishes 
the official figures of the trade of the Argentine Republic for 
1893. 

From these figures it appears that the imports of merchandise 
were valued at 96,105,000 dols. (as compared with 91,400,000 
dols. in 1892) and the exports at 92,703,000 dols. (as against 
112,700,000 dols. in 1892), As regards the imports, there was an 
improvement of 5 per cent. over 1892, and with the exports there 
was a decrease of 17} per cent. under 1892. The causes of the 
shrinkage of the exports in 1893 are to be found in the falling off 
in two great staples, no less than 19,319,000 dols. in wool and 
5,459,000 dols. in sheepskins, making a total of 24,778,000 dols. 
There were 31,405 tons Jess of wool and 4,492 tons less of 
sheepskins. 

As regards the relative importance of the various Custom-houses 
of the Argentine Republic, Buenos Ayres of course takes the lead, 
and is followed by Rosario and La Plata. 

From the table showing the distribution of Argentine imports 
and exports by countries it appears that in the former the largest 
ainount of business is done with the United Kingdom, this 
country being followed by France and Germany. In the exports 
the United Kingdom takes a slight lead of France, and with 
Brazil, Germany, and Belgium, the volume of trade is about 
equally proportioned. 
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InDIAN RatLway DEVELOPMENT. 


An intimation has been received through the India Office from 
the Public Works Department of the Government of India to the 
effect that the Dudwa branch of the Lucknow-Sitapur-Bareilly 
State railway, a length of 243 miles, was opened to public traffic 


on the 8th January last. 


PRODUCTION IN AssAM. 

According to the Calcutta Englishman for the 7th February, 
rubber is the most important of the minor forest products of 
Assam. -It has yielded a considerable annual revenue to the 
Forest Department, obtained through the licensing of contractors 
or mahaldars, who purchase the sole right of tapping trees, and 
practically within certain limits a monopoly in the foreign 
imported rubber trade. The revenue, kowever, has not been 
regarded as satisfactory during recent years, and owing to the 
illicit. tapping operations carried on by the hill tribes, and the 
great difficulty of adequately protecting the Government rubber 
orests, it was decided in 1892 to discontinue the mahal system. 
In its place, a duty of 12 rupees per maund was imposed on all 
rubber, whether of home or foreign origin, obtained from Govern- 
ment forests or imported across the border, and this change 
promises, in the opinion of the conservator, to work very satis- 
factorily. There was some difficulty at first in explaining the 
new order of things to the tra*lers interested in rubber, and the 
exports during the first few months consequently showed a 
decrease as compared with those under the old system. There is 
every indication, however, that the trade is rapidly recovering 
itself. 


Tue Frozen Meat Trapk or VICTORIA. 


The British Australasian for the 1st March states that in 
order to assist in the establishment of a remunerative frozen meat 
export trade with Great Britain, the Government of Victoria has 
decided to erect freezing houses on the piers at Port Melbourne 
and Williamstown, so that after the slaughtered meat has been 
chilled up country and conveyed to town in cool storage trucks 
it may be fivally frozen, as it were, at the sides of the shipa, and 
taken from the freezing stores directly into the refrigerating com- 
partments of the steamers’ holds. The Cabinet have further 
decided to institute specially cheap rates of carriage from the 
furthermost parts of the colony over the railways for chilled meat 
sent to the seaboard. No export bonus will be given, as it is 
considered that with these railway facilities and the advantage of 
freezing at the ships’ side at cheap rates the industry should be 
capable of development by private enterprise. Mr. M‘Intyre, 
who lately made close personal inquiri s into the subject in New 
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Zealand, states that private enterprise has brought the frozen 
meat trade of that colony to its present fine proportions, and that 
it has been one of the principal means of redeeming that colony 
from its former severe depression. The Cabinet thinks what 
can be done in that country ought to be capable of accomplish- 
ment here. Before the proposed freezing stores are erected and 
the railway rates are reduced the Government will, nevertheless, 
require satisfactory assurances that there is likely to be a sufficient 
demand to justify it. 


Tne VictorR1AN YEAR Book For 1893. 


A copy of Vol. I. of the Victorian Year Book for 1893, the 
20th year of issue, has been received at the Board of Trade. 
This work which has been prepared by Mr. H. Heylyn Hayter, 
C.M.G., Government Statist of Victoria, contains a digest of the 
statistics of Victoria, with references to the statistics of the other 
Australasian’ colonies and other countries, It deals inter alia 
with the constitution and government of the colony, population, 


finance, vital statistics, and accumulation, and together with an 
appendix, the volume comprises 491 pages. 


Ramway Trarric Earnings IN New Soutu 


It appears from a communication received from the Secretary 
to the New South Wales Government Agency that the traffic 
earnings on the New South Wales railways in January last 
amounted to 246,925/ as against 273,789/. for the corresponding 
month of 1893, The length of line open at that time was 
2,462} miles. 

As regards the tramways the receipts for January amounted to 
25,8112 as compared with 27,425/. for the corresponding month 
of 1893. The length of tramway line is 54} miles, 


RevENvE Returns oF Cape Couony. 


It appears, from a communication received from the Agent- 
General for the Cape of Good Hope, that the revenue received in 
the month of January last amounted to 528,073/., showing a net 
increase of 99,149/, over the amount for the corresponding month 
in 1893. For the seven months ended January last the revenue 
was 3,141,070/.,, giving a net increase of 298,226/. over the amount 
for the corresponding period in the preceding 12 months. 


| 
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XVII—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Aberdeen.—The Council of the Aberdeen Chamber of Commerce 
met on the 27th March, Baillie Edwards presiding. The chief 
subject of discussion was the question of the currency. 


Birmingham.—The annual meeting of the Birmingham Chamber 
of Commerce was held at the Exchange on the 28th March, 
Mr. R. P. Yates occupied the chair. The annual report was read 
and unanimously adopted. 


Blackburn—The monthly meeting of the Blackburn and 
District Chamber of Cummerce was held on the 2nd April. 
Mr. Henry Harrison, J.P., President, was in the chair. The 
matters under consideration comprised railway extension in India 
yo Burmah and the proposed re-imposition of Indian import 

uties. 


Bradford.—A meeting of the Council of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 28th March. 

In the course of the proceedings it was stated that a letter had 
been sent to the local members of Parliament pointing out that 
an important portion of the trade in East African produce is being 
diverted from British to French and German ports, and asking the 
members to support any efforts that may be made to induce the 
Government to lay Sir Gerald Portal’s report before the House 
of Commons, and, if found encouraging, to urge that a definite 
decision should be taken with regard to it. 

A committee was appointed to consider the terms of payment 
current in the Bradford trade. 

Other matters under consideration were the income tax and 
depreciation of machinery, late letters for the continent, dockside 
robberies at Hull, Bristol wool fair, Trades Council representative, 
and the delegates to the Associated Chambers. 


Bristol_—The monthly council meeting of the Bristol Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 4th April, Mr. John Weston 
(president) in the chair. The matters under discussion included 
the Associated Chambers of Commerce; the Harbour Junction 
Railway wharf; the local Inland Revenue offices, and the annual 
gathering of the local Chamber. 


Durdee.— The annual general meeting of the Dundee Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 28th March, Mr. Joseph Gibson, 
the President, in the chair. The directors’ annual report was 
submitted and approved. 
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Glasgow.—A meeting of the directors of the Glasgow Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 12th March, Mr. Walter Duncan 
presiding. 

The minutes of the Committee on Home Affairs stated that 
a communication had been received from the London Chamber 
on the subject of the Trade Marks, Patents, and Designs Act, 
and asking if the Chamber were desirous of making any repre- 
sentation on the subject. The committee had also before them 
a letter from Mr. Handasyde Dick, giving information as to the 
operation of the trades marks section of the Act. After discussion, 
the committee resolved to recommend the directors to defer, in 
the meantime making suggestions for alterations on the Act, 
pending the consideration of the draft amended Dill which was 
being prepared by the London Chamber. Mr. Tullis, in moving 
the adoption of the minute, said that the committee regarded 
this as a very important question, but did not think it desirable 
to make suggestions in the meantime, as these might simply 
overlap the work which the London Chamber were doing. The 
minute was approved. 

The minutes of the Committee on Foreign Affairs stated that 
a communication had been received from the Liverpool Chamber 
asking the assistance of the Glasgow Chamber in obtaining a 
more equitable basis of the Roumanian Customs Tariff as 
between goods imported by sea and by land. The committee, 
in view of the action which had already been taken by the 
Manchester Chamber, were of opinion that it was inexpedient for 
the Glasgow Chamber to move in the matter. The minute was 
approved. 

The election of directors and tne proposed Forth and Clyde 
Canal were also subjects of discussion. 


Liverpool_—The annual meeting of the Iron and General 
Metal Trades Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce 
was held on the 12th March. The report of the proceedings of 
the committee in 1893, presented to the meeting, was adopted by 
the section and ordered to be included in the annual report of 
the Chamber. Amongst subjects of interest dealt with in the 
report was that of rectification and reduction of the dues charged 
by the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board on antimony and lead 
ore, which step was taken in 1893 on the recommendation of the 
committee of the section. Report was also made of action in the 
matter of the boxing of tin plates. It was resolved that the 
overside dues at Liverpool on tin plates should be reduced to 
6d. per ton. It was also resolved that the Board of ‘Trade should 
be asked to separate, in their monthly returns, tin plates from 
black plates exported to the United States for tinning. 

The annual general meeting of the members of the African 
Trade Section of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce wa held on 
the 19th March, Mr. Ellis Edwards presiding. The report of the 
committee, which was taken as read, contained exhaustive references 
to all the matters which had been before the committee during the 
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past year. The operations of the Niger Company constituted 
almost the only business of the meeting. 

The forty-fourth annual meeting of the Chamber was held on 
the 21st March, the President (Mr. Charles M‘Arthur) being in 
the chair. The annual report was adopted. 

At a meeting held at the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce to 
consider the draft schedule proposed by the Board of Trade for 
the Shropshire Union Railways and Canal Company, it was 
resolved to object to two of the proposals contained in the schedule, 
and a letter on the subject of these was sent tothe Board of Trade 
on the 3rd April. 

On the 3rd April a meeting of the Charges of the Port 
Committee of the Council of the Chamber was held, at which a 
petition for presentation to the House of Commons was drawn u 
urging that clause 21 of the Manchester Ship Canal Bill, 1894, 
providing that the Ship Canal shall not be subject to the Raiiway 
and Canal Traffic Act, 1888, may be struck out. 


Nottingham.—A meeting of the Council of the Nottingham 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 2nd April, Mr. J. Billyeald 
in the chair. The subjects under the consideration of the Chamber 
comprised the decimal system, the Trent navigation, and the 
meeting of the Associated Chambers. 


Walsall_—The usual meeting of the Council of the Walsall 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 2nd April, amongst 
subjects under discussion were the following :—Postal reforms, 
the marking of iron bits, the Associated Chambers of Commerce 
meeting, the compounding of rates, the taxation of ground rents, 
and the price of gas. 
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XVIII—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1, Railway Companies (Injuries to Servants). 502. Price 14d. 


This is a return showing the numbers of servants reported to 
the Board of Trade by the following railway companies as having 
been killed and injured by accidents in which the movement of 
vehicles was concerned, during the years 1870, 1873, 1877, 1880, 
1881, 1882, 1883, 1884, 1885, 1886, 1887, 1888, 1889, 1890, 
1891, and 1892; the computed number of servants on each 
railway on the 31st day of December in each of those years; 
and the proportion between deaths and injuries and the number 
of servants: on the Great Eastern ; Great Northern ; Lancashire 
and Yorkshire; North-Eastern; London and North-Wesiern; 
Midland ; Great Western ; London and South-Western ; South- 
Eastern ; London, Brighton, and South Coast ; Caledonian ; North 
British ; and Highland Railways ; with the same particulars for 
the United Kingdom, in the following form :— 


YEAR 
Number of | 
Name of Persons Em- Proportion | Proportion 
; ployed on | parsons Persons 0 Killed to | of Injured to 
Railway. 31st day of Killed. | Injured. | Employed. | Employed. 


December. 
| 


| 
| 


Tn a note it is stated that the numbers of persons employed in 
the years 1870, 1873, 1877, 1880, 1881, and 1882 are taken 
from a return presented to the House of Lords in 1874, of the 
number of persons employed on the 31st December 1873 on each 
of the railways in the United Kingdom, H.L. (236), 1874. 
Those for the years 1883 to 1888, inclusive, are taken from a 

81194, 
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similar return presented to the House of Commons in 1884, for 
the 3lst March 1883, H.C. 242, 1884. Those for the years 
1889 to 1892, inclusive, are taken from a table compiled from 
information supplied to the Board of Trade by the railway 
companies for the purpose of a return of the Home Office as to 
accidents (factories, railways, aud mines), H.C. 402, 1890. 

An analysis and comparison of the figures in the returns of 
accidents appear to show that the railway companies do not 
report all minor accidents on an uniform basis, owing to a 
difference in their interpretation of the meaning of the provisions 
of the Regulation of Railways Act, 1871. In estimating, there- 
fore, the reliability of the figures set out, and in comparing the 
proportion of accidents on the several lines, this difference must 
be borne in mind, in fairness to those companies who habitually 
report every accident of whatever kind which occurs, Means 
are, however, under consideration for adoption, with a view to 
securing greater uniformity and accuracy in the returns supplied. 


2. Post Office (Dover and Calais Mail Contract) 514. 
Price 13d. 


This is a return to an Order of the House of Commons, dated 
15th February 1894, for copy of contract, dated the 15th January 
1894, entered into with the London, Chatham, and Dover Rail- 
way Company for the conveyance of mails between Dover and 
Calais, and of the Treasury Minute dated the 10th February 
1894 thereon. 


3. Railway and Canal Traffic Acts, 1873 and 1888, Fifth 
Annual Report of the Railway and Canal Commission, with 
Appendix (1893). [C.—7282.] Price 14d. 


This is the Report of the Commissioners under the Railway 
and Canal Traffic Acts for the year 1893. It contains a list of 
the applications befere the Railway and Canal Commission in 
that year, the name of case, nature of application, and remarks 
thereon ; also a list of applications to the Railway and Canal 
Commission for approval of working agreements between Ist 
January and 31st December 1893. The report is dated January 
1894, 


4. Board of Agriculture. Agricultural Returns of Great 
Britain, with Abstract Returns for the United Kingdom, British 
Possessions, and Foreign Countries. 1893. [C—7256.] Price 1s, 


This is the annual statement issued by the Board of Agricul- 
ture. In the report, which is prefixed to the returns, it is stated 
that the information given in the annual returns of acreage and 
stock in Great Britain in 1893 has involved the collection and 
tabulation of 520,351 separate schedules from persons occupying 
more than an acre of land, together with 16,625 statements 


April 1894.] RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS, 483 


respecting live stock only, from stock-owners who were not 
occupiers, or who farmed plots falling below the limit of the 
agricultural holdings accounted for in the returns. 

Of the occupiers’ returns the numbers collected in England 
were 379,111 against 380,738 in 1892, in Wales 60,440 against 
60,844, and in Scotland 80,000 against 80,080 in the previous 
year. 

From the statements furnished by the occupiers as to the 
extent in which the cultivated land of Great Britain was occupied 
by its owners or let to farmers, it is shown that of the surface dealt 
with in these returns, 27,972,000 acres, or 85°7 per cent. of the 
whole, was farmed by tenants, and 4,672,000 acres, or 14°3 per 
cent., was in the occupation of its owners. 

The extent of land returned in 1893 as under all forms of 
crops, bare fallow, or grass, in Great Britain appears as 32,644,000 
acres, 

Comparing the 32,644,000 acres of technically cultivated land, 
capable of annual analysis in detail, with the area of 32,686,000 
acres similarly accounted for in 1892, a diminution in round 
numbers of 42,000 acres is apparent. 

The net addition to the cultivated area between 1873 and 
1883 was 1,541,000 acres, while between 1883 and 1893 it was 
259,000 acres only. The relative extent of the two sections of 
cultivated land at the following dates stood thus :— 


Total Cultivated 

Year. Arable. Pasture. 

Acres. Acres. Acres. 
1878 18,187,000 12,916,000 31,103,000 
1878 17,943,000 13,911,000 -81,854,000 
1883 17,320,000 15,065,000 32,385,000 
1888 16,938,000 15,746,000 32,684,000 
1893 16,151,000 16,493,000 32,644,000 


What has been spoken of as the decline of the arable area of 
Great Britain is practically a diminution of the surface carryin 
corn, and this change began at a still earlier period than 1872. 
The surface under corn crops in Great Britain has never again 
been so large as it was in 1869, when 9,758,000 acres were thus 
accounted for. In 1872, when the arable land as a whole stood 
at the maximum figure recorded in these returns, corn covered 
9,574,000 acres. The figure of 1873 was 9,459,000 acres, whereas, 
in 1893, corn crops covered 7,656,000 acres only. Therefore, 
comparing the present corn area with that of 1873, the decline 
is 1,800,000 acres. Nine-tenths of the entire reduction in arable 
area is thus accounted for, while nearly the whoie of the 
remaining tenth is due to the smaller fallows.. The arable 
surface carrying other crops than corn remains practically at the 
same level it held 21 years ago. 
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The following is a statement showing the acreage under all crops 
in grazing counties and in corn counties in England, and 
percentages of each crop in the grazing and corn counties 
respectively, in the year 1893 :— 


In Grazine Counties.}| In Corn Covunttss. 


— Percentage Percentage 
Acreage. of Toul Acreage. of — 
England. England. 


| Acres. | Per eg Acres. | Per Cent. 


Total acreage returned under all 


kinds of crops, fallow, and grass insole 53°8 11,500,209 46°2 


Totalacreage of permanent pasture : 


For hay - 2,342,662 64°9 1,264,256 35°1 
Not for hay - - - | 6,209,015 65°2 3,312,445 34°8 
Total acreage of arable land - | 4,845,676 41°2 6,923,508 58°8 
Acreage under— 
Wheat - - - 534,973 29°7 1,263,896 70°3 
Barley and bere : - | 563,921 32°2 1,187,681 67°8 
Oats - - - - 1,001,860 52°3 912,513 47°7 
Rye - - -| 20,126 | 42°5 27,260 | 57°5 
Beans - - | 50,087 21°8 179,255 78°2 
Peas - -  -| 86,192 17°4 171,979 82°6 
| 


Total under above corn creps | 2,207,159 37°1 3,742,584 62°9 


Potatoes - - - 182,298 51°3 173,255 48°7 
Turnips and swedes - - 635,426 44°6 788,667 55°4 
Mangold - - 97,663 28°8 240,880 7i-2 
Cabbage, kohl-rabi, andrape - 56,205 38°5 89,911 61°5 
Vetches or tares - - 56,656 35°1 104,658 64°9 
Other green crops’) - - - 18,274 18°0 83,346 82°0 
Clover and other grass under 
rotation : 
For hay ~ - 737,742 49°3 758,725 50°7 
Not for hay . - 698,025 59°2 480,779 40°8 


Total under above green crops 
and grass under rotation - | 2,482,289 47°7 2,720,221 52°3 


Flax - - - 585 47°0 661 53°0 

Hops - - 10,751 18°7 46,813 81°3 

Small fruit - ~ - 17,744 29°7 41,950 70°3 

Bare fallow . : - | 127,148 | 25°5 371,279 74°5 
| 

Orchards and market gardens - 172,315 60°1 114,630 39°9 

Nursery grounds - = - -| 4,633 41°3 6,593 58° 


7 
Woods and plantations - - | 828,000 | 51°38 785,849 48°7 


— 
| 
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The more striking alterations as to aggregate increase ov 
decrease between 1892 and 1893 occurring in the entire United 
Kingdom, may be thus conveniently shown :— 


1893 compared with 
1892. 
Acreage. 1893. 1892. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
Acres. Acres. | Acres. | Acres. 
Total cultivated area - - | 47,979,698 | 47,977,903 | 1,795 | — 
| | 

Total of permanent pasture - | 27,700,381 | 27,533,326 167,055 _ 
Total of arable land - - | 20,279,817 | 20,444,577 ca 165,260 
Corn crops -| 9,171,180 | 9,328,701 | — 157,521 
Green crops - - - | 4,462,755 | 4,467,115 =~ 4,360 
Clover, &c. under rotation - | 5,916,349 | 5,973,456 57,107 
Flax - - 68,715 72,065 3,350 

Hops - 57,565 56,259 1,306 

Small fruit - 65,845 62,547 3,298 

Bare fallow 536,908 | 484,434 52,474 

Live Stock. No. No. No. No. 

Horses . 2,079,587 2,067,549 12,038 
Cattle - - - - | 11,207,554 | 11,519,417 _ 311,863 
Sheep - | 31,774,824 | 33,642,808 1,867,984 

i - - | 3,278,030 | 3,265,898 12,132 


The returns of live stock for 1893 show a small increase in 
horses generally, but a decline in the number used solely for 
agriculture in Great Britain. This can cause no surprise, for in 
view of the continued withdrawal of land from the plough, it 
has been a matter for remark that the working staff of horses 
tended rather to increase than diminish, and the present drop of 
14,000 head, leaves the total still 30,000 above the figures returned 
in 1890 and earlier years. 

The returns of 1893 as respects other groups of live stock are 
not equally satisfactory. Cows and heifers, in milk or in calf, 
were fewer in 1892 than in 1891, and they are again reduced in 
1893 by over 96,000 head, thus carrying the total back to 
2,555,000, or not much more than the figures of 1890. 

Two-year old cattle are also fewer in England and Wales in 
1893 than in 1892. The total of this group is 1,580,000 in 
Great Britain, which is below that of 1892 by 86,000 head, but 
greater than in any earlier year. 

; Turning from the stock of cattle to that of sheep, which had, 
in 1892, again reached the average level of 1871-5, although it 
had not quite arrived at the high-water mark of sheep farming in 
the years 1873 and 1874, it is a matter for regret rather than 
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surprise to find that sheep farmers have not been able to maintain 
the advance in 1893, but have had to confess to a serious diminu- 
tion in their flocks. The year’s losses leave the total number in 
Great Britain, as in the of cattle, higher than in the years 1888 
or 1883, but lower by nearly a million and a half than in 1892. 
On the dates compared above in the case of cattle the numbers 
of sheep in Great Britain stood thus :— 


Years. Sheep. Lambs. Total Stock. 
No. ‘No. No. 

1873 18,778,000 10,650,000 29,428,000 

1878 18,055,000 10,351,000 28,406,000 

1883 15,949,000 9,119,000 25,068,000 

1888 15,727,000 9,530,000 25,257,000 

1893 17,040,000 10,241,030 27,280,000 


5. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland. Table showing the extent in 
Statute Acres and the produce of the Crops for the Year 1893; 
with observations by the District Inspectors of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary and of the Sergeants of the Metropolitan Police who 
acted as Superintendents of the Agricultural Statistics, together with 
Tables showing the average yearly extent under the principal Crops, 
and the average produce thereof in the 10 years 1883-92; also 
Bee-heeping Statistics for the Season 1892. [C—7264.] Price 
34d. 

This is the annual report of the Registrar-General for Ireland 
which is issued in anticipation of the more detailed report on the 
agricultural statisties of the country. 

The Registrar states that in comparing the extents under the 
several cereal crops in 1893 with those for 1892, we find a 
decrease of 20,410, or 27:1 per cent., in the number of acres 
under wheat; a decrease of 6,402 acres, or 3°7 per cent., in 
barley ; and a decrease from 408 to 195 acres in bere; with an 
increase of 22,094 acres, or 1°8 per cent., in oats, and an 
increase of 344 acres in the area under rye. In green crops, 
potatoes decreased by 16,290 acres, or 2°2 per cent.; turnips 
increased by 2,327 acres,or 0°S per cent.; and mangel wurzel 
decreased by 4,520 acres, or 88 per cent. In other crops, 
flax decreased by 3,160 acres, or 4°5 per cent; meadow on clover, 
sainfoin, and grasses under rotation increased by 18,469 acres, or 
30 per cent.; and meadow on permanent pasture or grass not 
broken up in rotation, increased by 6,194 acres, or 0°4 per cent. 
Compared with the average acreage for the 10 years 1883-1892 
rye increased by 1,960 acres, turnips by 3,217 acres, mangel 
wurzel by 4,199 acres (or 9°8 per cent.), and hay by 80,219 
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acres, or 3°8 per cent. Wheat shows a decrease of 25,777 acres, . 


or 31°9 per cent. ; in oats there is a decrease of 39,534 acres, or 
3'1 per cent.; in barley a decrease of 7,741 acres, or 4°4 per 
cent.; and the area under bere declined from 355 acres to 
195 acres. Potatoes have decreased by 62,810 acres, or 8°0 per 
cent., and flax by 34,609 acres, or 33°9 per cent. 

The average yield of each of the chief cereal and green crops 
in 1893, was above or equal to the corresponding rate of produce 
in 1892, and was in excess of the mean average yield for the ten 
years 1883-92. Thus, the yield per acre for wheat was 16:2 
ewts., being 0°5 cwt. over the rate for 1892 and 1‘l over the 
mean yield for the 10 years 1883-92; for oats 15°5 cwts. against 
14°7 ewts. in 1892, and an average of 139 ewts. for the 10 years; 
for barley 164 cwts., being equal to the rate of produce for 
1892, and 0°3 cwt. over the average; for rye, 13'2 cwts., or 
0'7 ewt. over the yield for 1892, and 0°9 cwt. over the average ; 
for potatoes 4°2 tons, or 0°7 ton over the yield in 1892, and 
0°6 ton over the average for the 10 years 1883-92; for turnips 
16:0 tons against 13°5 tons for the year 1892, and an average of 
12°7 tons for the 10 years; and for mangel wurzel, 16°3 tons, 
being 1°8 tons over the rate for 1892, and 2°6 over the 
average. 

The average yield per statute acre of flax in 1893 was 36:5 
stones, being 15°4 stones over the rate for 1892, and 8:8 stones 
above the mean produce for the 10 years 1883-92, and higher 
than the rate for any of these years. 


6. Pauperism (England and Wales), Return (A.). Comparative 
Statement of Pauperism, January 1894, 14 (A.). Price 14d. 


This is the monthly statement issued by the Local Government 
Board. It shows that the number of persons (excluding lunatics 
in asylums and licensed houses, and vagrants) who were relieved 
on the last day in each week of the month of January was as 

follows :—First week, 732,863 ; second week, 740,635 ; third week, 
742,080 ; fourth week, 741,318 ; fifth week, 741,385. 

The number of paupers in receipt of relief in January 1894 
was larger in each week than in 9 out of the 18 years from 1875. 
It was, however, notwithstanding the increase in population, 
smaller in each week than the number relieved in the correspond- 
ing month in any year from 1857 to 1875. 


7. Poor Relief (England and Wales). In Maintenance and 
Out-Door Relief. Statement for the Half-Year ended Michael- 
mas 1893. 313(C. 1). Price 3d, 


This is the usual half-yearly statement issued by the Local 
Government Board, It shows that the expenditure during the 
half-year ended Michaelmas, 1893, together with the cost per bead 
rt ies kind of relief, on the estimated population was as 
follows :— 
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Expenditure during Half-Year ended Michaelmas 1893, 
. Aggregate of 
Estimated | Jn-Maintenance. | Out-door Relief. In-Malatonanen and 
Population Out-door Relief. 
DIVISIONs. in the 
middle of 
per _per r Head 
Amount. | Popu- | Amount. | Popy. | Amount. 
lation. lation, lation 
i £ s. d, £ a. 
The Metragolis  - 4,306,411 394,705 110 95,512 0 5} 490,217 2 3 
South-Western - 1,918,280 42,677 0 5% 145,888 1 6} 188,565 113 
Wales - - 1,824,475 33,030, 0 43 138,194 1 63 171,224 1 10} 
Eastern - - 1,632,257 46,464 0 62 97,616 1 2 144,080 1 9} 
South Midland - 1,928,876 49,821 0 63 100,884 1 0 150,705 1 6} 
North Midland - 1,846,580 39,033 0 5t 104,299 1 14 143,332 1 6} 
South-Eastern - 2,960,416 109,121 | 0 8} 118,847 0 9 227,968 1 6} 
West Midland 3,204,357 93,608 | 6F | 128,222) O | 221,915; 1 43 
York - | 3,296,659 65,221 0 43 116,079 | 0 8} 181,300 | 1 1} 
Northern + - 1,921,461 37,841 0 68,835 | 0 8} 106,676 | 1 1} 
North-Western - 4,801,328 138,899 07 104,747 0 5% 243,646 1 o} 
Total for England | } 59,731,100 | 1,050,505 | 0 | 1,219,123| 0 98 | 2,260,628 | 1 6t 


8. Metropolitan Water Companies. Return of the Accounts, as 
they are respectively made up, of the Metropolitan Water Com- 
panies to the 30th day of September and the 31st day of December 
1892 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 286, of Session 
1892). 443. Price 24d. 


The present return is issued under the direction of the Local 
Government Board, and gives the accounts of the Metropolitan 
Water Companies up to the above-mentioned dates. 

The Water Companies whose accounts are dealt with are as 
follows :— 

Chelsea Waterworks Company. 

East London Waterworks Company. 
Grand Junction Waterworks Company. 
Kent Waterworks Company. 

Lambeth Waterworks Company. 

New River Company. 

Southwark and Vauxhall Water Company. 
West Middlesex Waterworks Company. 


9. Emigration Statistics of Ireland for the year 189°. (C.— 
7288.) Price 2d. 

This is a return issued by the Registrar General in Dublin, 
and is not to be confounded with the emigration returns issued by 
the Board of Trade. The present return deals with the emigra- 
tion from Ireland to all parts, including Great Britain, whereas 


| 
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the Board of Trade returns relate to all emigration from the 
United Kingdom to places out of Europe. The present report is 
accompanied by tables, showing the number, ages, conjugal 
condition, and destinations of the emigrants from each county 
and province in Ireland during the year 1893; also the oceupa- 
tions of the emigrants, and the number of emigrants who left 
each port in each month of the year. 


The number of emigrants who left Irish ports in 1893 was 
48,246, a decrease of 2,754 as compared with 1892; the number 
of males being 23,099, or 2,472 less than in the previous year; 
and of females, 25,147, a decrease of 282. 

Since the year 1887, in which year the emigrants amounted to 
82,928, there has been a gradual decrease in the annual number. 

Of the 48,246 emigrants in 1893, 48,147 were natives of 
Ireland and 99 were persons belonging to other countries. 

The following table (I.) gives the number of emigrants from 
each province in 1892 and 1893, by sexes, with the decrease in 
the latter year. Of the 48,147 persons—natives of Ireland— 
who left the country in 1893, 6,322, or 5°3 per 1,000 of the popu- 
lation of the province in 1891, were from Leinster ; 19,820, or 16°9 
per 1,000, from Munster ; 10,525, or 6°5 per 1,000, from Ulster ; 
and 11,480, or 15° per 1,000, from Connaught—the total 
number being equal to 102 per 1,000 of the population of 
Ireland in 1891. 

Comparing 1893 with 1892, Leinster exhibits a decrease of 
826, Munster a decrease of 230, Ulster a decrease of 940, and 
Connaught a decrease of 724 emigrants, 

Table I.—Showing the number of emigrants from each province 
during 1892 and 1893. 


Males. Females. Total. 


Emigrants frem 


1892. 1893. 1892, 1893. | 1892. 1893. 


Provinces : 
Leinster -| 3,994, 8,363 | 3,154 | 2,959/ 7,148| 6,322 
Munster - - 9,849 9,444 10,201 10,376 20,050 19,820 
Ulster ° - | 6,027 | 5,369 | 5,438 5,156 11,465 | 10,525 
Connaught - « 5,625 


4,868 6,579 6,612 | 12,204 | 11,480 


Total, Natives of Ire-) 95,495 29,044 | 95,872 | 25,103 | 50,867 | 48,147 


Persons belonging to | 

76 55 57 44| 188 99 
General total - - | 25,571 | 23,099 | 25,429 | 25,147 51,000 | 48,246 
Decrease in 1893 - - 2,472 282 2,754 


The total number of emigrants—anatives of Ireland—who left 
Irish ports from the lst of May 1851 (the date at which the 
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collection of these returns commenced) to the 31st of December 
1893 is 3,566,530—1,880,359 males and 1,686,171'females. The 
number for each year is given in the following table (II.), from 
which it appears that the highest number in any one year was 
190,322 in 1852, and the lowest 37,587 in 1876. In the decade 
preceding the latter year (from 1866 to 1875) the average annual 
number of emigrants was 74,667; in the decade, 1856 to 1865, 
the average number per annum amounted to 88,272, and in the 
four preceding years, from 1852 to 1855, the number averaged 
148,985 annually. After 1876 the number increased steadily but 
slowly for three years to 38,503 in 1877, 41,124 in 1878, and 
47,065 in 1879. In 1880 the number rose to 95,517, but it fell 
to 78,417 in 1881. In 1882, however, an increase of 10,719 took 
place, and there was a further increase in 1883, in which year the 
emigrants amounted to 108,724 ; then a decrease of 32,861 took 
place in 1884 compared with 1883, and a decrease of 13,829 in 
1885 compared with 1884, followed by an increase of 1,101 in 
1886, and a further increase of 19,788 in 1887, in which year the 
number was 82,923. Since 1887, as before stated, there has been 
a gradual annual decline to 48,147, the number for last year. 


10. The Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888. (Section 31.) 
Fourth Report by the Board of Trade of Proceedings under 
Section 31 of the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 1888. 
[C.—7262.] Price 4d. 

This is the fourth annual report by the Board of Trade, and 
relates to the proceedings which have been taken with reference 
to complaints made under section 31 of the Railway and Canal 
Traffic Act, 1888, during the twelve months ended 31st December 
1893. 

The above section provides that— 

(1.) “ Whenever any person receiving, or sending, or desiring 
to send goods by any railway is of opinion that the railway com- 
pany is charging him an unfair or an unreasonable rate of charge, 
or is in any other respect treating him in an oppressive or 
unreasonable manner, such person may complain to the Board of 
Trade. 

(2.) “ The Board of Trade, if they think that there is reasonable 
ground for complaint, may thereupon call upon the railway 
company for an explanation, and endeavour to settle amicably the 
differences between the complainant and the railway company.” 

The clause imposes upon the Department the duty of 
endeavouring to arrange the differences between traders and 
railway companies which, in some instances, might be brought 
before the law courts, but which the Legislature appear to 
consider might be usefully dealt with by the friendly action of the 
Department. 

The Board of Trade have no power to enforce their decisions, 
and the only sanction of the clause is a report to Parliament 
under sub-section 4 of the section, which provides that— 

(4.) “ The Board of Trade shall from time to time submit to 
Parliament reports of the complaints made to them under the 
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provisions of this section, and the results of the proceedings taken 
in relation to such complaints, together with such observations 
thereon as the Board of Trade shall think fit.” 

The procedure observed in previous years has not been varied. 
The complaints have been sent to the companies for their obser- 
vations ; the complainants have replied upon these observations ; 
and when the correspondence has advanced to a point at which it 
has appeared that the issues could be properly discussed verbally, 
conferences have been arranged at the Board of Trade at which 
the matters in dispute have been talked over with a view to 
amicable settlement. 

During the twelve months ended December 31st, 1893, 96 new 
complaints under section 31 have been received and investigated. 

It is further stated that it must be understood that this figure 
does not represent the whole of the correspondence with the 
companies which has taken place on the subject of railway rates. 


1l. Railway, §c. Bills, Report by the Board of Trade upon 
all the Railway, Canal, Tramway, Gas, and Water Bills, and 
Provisional Orders of Session 1894, 39. Price 44d. 


This is an annual return issued by the Board of Trade. It 
contains statements relating to the number of railway, canal, 
tramway, gas, and water Bills, the total proposed capital, and the 
total length of proposed railways and tramways; also to the 
number of applications to the Board of Trade for Provisional 
Orders under the Tramways Act, the Gas and Waterworks 
Facilities Acts, and the Electric Lighting Acts, together with 
Bills for railways, &c. by existing and new companies, and Bills 
for tramways, gas, and water. 

Lists are also appended of Bills for which reports are required 
to be made by the Board of Trade with regard to tolls, rates, 
and charges, under Standing Order of House of Commons, 145, ; 
also of Bills containing powers of purchase, &c., in respect of 
which it may be necessary for the Board of Trade to issue certi- 
ficates of compliance with Standing Orders 122, House of Lords, 
‘and 163, House of Commons, as regards the paid-up capital and 
expenditure of the companies ; also of Bills for which reports are 
required to be made by the Board of Trade with regard to 
abandonments and release of deposits, under Standing Order 158, 
House of Commons; and also of Bills for which reports are 
required to be made by the Board of Trade with regard to level- 


crossings and inclination of roads, under Standing Orders 154 
and 155. 


12. Merchant Shipping (Life-Saving Appliances). Copy of 
Rules made by the Board of Trade under the “ Merchant Shipping 


(Life-Saving Appliances) Act, 1888” (51 & 52 Vict, c. 24). 28. 
Price 2d. 


These are the rules issued by the Board of Trade under the 
above Act, which are to come into force on the Ist day of June 
1894. The statement contains :— 

Rules for steamships carrying emigrant passengers subject to 
all the provisions of the “‘ Passengers Acts.” 
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Rules for steamships having passenger certificates under the 
“ Merchant Shipping Acts” authorising them to carry passengers 
anywhere within the home trade limits; that is to say, between 
places in the United Kingdom or between the United Kingdom 
and ports in Europe between the River Elbe and Brest. 

Rules for foreign-going steamships not certified to carry 

ngers. 

Rules for sailing ships carrying emigrant passengers subject to 
all the provisions of the “ Passengers Acts.” 

Rules for foreign-going sailing ships carrying passengers, but 
not subject to all the provisions of the “ Passengers Acts.” 

Rules for foreign-going sailing ships not carrying passengers. 

For sailing ships carrying passengers anywhere within the home 
trade limits. 

Rules for steamships not certified to carry passengers plying 
anywhere within the home trade limits. 

For sailing ships in the same trades not carrying passengers. 

Rules for steamships having passenger certificates authorising 
them to carry passengers within certain specified limits of the 
home trade; that is to say, on short specified passages along the 
coasts of the United Kingdom, or between Great Britain and 
Ireland, or between Great Britain or Ireland and the Isle of 
Man. 


4 

a 
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XIX.—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


SwepDEN.—The Swedish Board of Trade have declared the 
Belgian provinces of Namur and Limburg to be regarded as 
infected with cholera. 

The Swedish authorities have declared the whole of Russia 
(except the provinces of Volhynia, Kovao, Plotzk, an1 Tsernigow) 
and the Belgian province of Limburg to be fre» from cholera. 


Norway.—The following districts are now declared free from 
cholera: — Roumania, Hungary, Galicia, Bukowina, Turkey 
in Asia, ports in the Red Sea, and the Belgian provinces of 
Hainault and Limburg. 


BeterumM—The quarantine restrictions imposed on arrivals 
from Russia, Roumanian ports on the Black Sea and Danube (to 
Silistria), Galicia, Japan, the Bulgarian coast, the Island of 
Teneriffe, and the port of Palermo, are abolished. 


Spatn.—Arrivals from Tripoli (Barbary) and Novorossisk 
(Russia) are admitted to free pratique. 

Quarantine against arrivals from Kavak is reduced to three 
days’ observation. 

Arrivals from Eupatoria (Russia), St. Petersburg, the Black 
Sea, the Sea of Azov, and the Persian Gulf, are admitted to free 
pratique. 


PortuGaL.—Russian ports are declared free from cholera. 


Irary.—The quarantine restrictions on arrivals from Turkish 
ports are annulled. 


The epidemic of smallpox in the district of Manfredonia has 
terminated. 
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GreEcE.—The quarantine on arrivals from Salonica and 
Dardanelles town is reduced to 24 hours. Quarantine on arrivals 
from Sinope, Trebizond, Constantinople, Bosphorus, Marmora, 
and Dardanelles Straits is reduced to 5 days. 


Medical inspection is substituted for quarantine on arrivals 
from Algeria. 


Turkry.—The quarantine on arrivals’ from Mohammeral Fao 
and Bunderabbas, the 24 hours’ observation against arrivals from 
Tripoli (Barbary) and the quarantine on departures for 
Consiantinople for Turkish Black Sea or other ports outside the 
Dardanelles are suppressed. 


Eeypt.—Ships can receive pratique at Suez by day or night. 
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XX,—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Mais For JAPAN AND CHINA (VIA VANCOUVER). 


Mails for Japan and China will be despatched from London, by 
way of Londonderry and Vancouver, during the next few months 
on the evenings of the under-mentioned dates :—Thursday, 
26th April, 17th May, 7th June, 28th June, 19th July, 9th August, 
30th August, 27th September, 25th October. 

Mails will be made up in Ireland on the following day in each 
case, 


Ma1Ls For JAPAN AND Cutna vid San FRANCISCO. 


The following are the dates appointed for the despatch of the 
mails for Japan and China by way of San Francisco during the 
next few months :— 


By the Packet leaving Queenstown. For the Packet leaving San Francisco. 

1894, 1894. 
Thursday - - 5 April 19 April 
Sunday ~ - 15 April 28 April 
Sunday - - 22 April 8 May 
Thursday -  - 3 May 17 May 
Sunday - - 13 May 29 May 
Thursday - - 24 May 7 June 
Sunday - 83 June 19 June 
Thursday - - 14 June 28 June 
Sunday - - 24 June 7 July 
Sunday - - 1 July 17 July 
Thursday 12 July 26 July 
Sunday - - 22 July 7 August 
Thursday - - 2 August 16 August 
Sunday Sls 12 August 28 August 
Thursday - - 23 August 6 September 
Sunday . - 2 September 15 September 
Sunday - - 9 September 25 September 
Thursday - : 20 September | 4 October 
Sunday - - 30 September . 16 October 
Thursday - - 11 October | 25 October 
Sunday - 21 October 6 November 
Thursday - = - 1 November | 15 November 
Sunday - - 11 November | 24 November 
Sunday - - 18 November , 4 December 
Thursday - - 29 November | 13 December 
Sunday 2: vane 9 December | 24 December 

1895. 
Thursday - - 20 December | 3 January 
Sunday - - 30 December | 15 January 


Correspondence intended for transmission by this route must be 


specially superscribed “vid San Francisco.” 
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MAaILs FOR THE WEST AND Souts-WeEst Coasts or 
AFRICA. 


During the remainder of the month of April 1894, mails for 
the under-mentioned places will be despatched by the mail 
packets leaving Liverpool for the West and South+West Coasts 
of Africa on the dates specified :— 

Saturday, 21st April—Madeira, Teneriffe, Grand Canary, 
Isles do Los, Conakry, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Grand Bassa, Kroo 
Coast, Axim, Elmina, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Forcados, 
Benin, Warree, and Akassa. 

Wednesday, 25th April_—Grand Canary, Sierra Leone, Sherbro, 
Kroo Coast, Accra, Lagos, Brass, Bonny, Qua Ibo, Opobo, New 
Calabar, Bakana, Old Calabar, Fernando Po, Victoria, Bibundi, 
Cameroons, Batanga, Eloby, Gaboon, Cape Lopez, Fernan Vaz, 
Sette Cama, Nyanga, Mayumba, N’Gove, Loango, Black Point, 


Landana, and Kabenda. 


Saturday, 28th April—Grand Canary, Goree, Dakar, Bathurst, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, Monrovia, Kroo Coast, Assinie, Half 
Jack, Grand Bassam, Cape Coast Castie, Salt Pond, Accra, 
— Quitta, Jellah Coffee, Lome, Little Popo, and Grand 

‘opo. 

i London the correspondence should be posted on the previous 
day in each case. 

These vessels carry parcel mails for Bathurst, Sierra Leone, 
Monrovia, Axim, Cape Coast Castle, Salt Pond, Winnebah, 
Accra, Addah, Quitta, Lagos, Benin, Bonny, Brass, New Calabar, 
Old Calabar, Opobo, and Warree. 

The parcel mails are made up at Liverpool on the afternoon of 
the day before the departure of each vessel. 


Malts For St. HELENA AND ASCENSION. 


The working of the mail service to and from the Islands of 
St. Helena and Ascension during the next few months will be as 
follows :— 


OuTWaRD. HomMEWARD. 
Arrive at Leave Arrive at Arrive in 
St. Hel St. Helena Ascension London 
Leave London. . Helena (leaving meme endo 
about. about. day) about. about. 
orning, 28 April - | 14 May. 18 May - | 20 May . 4 June. 
~ 9 n 26 = - | 11 June. 15 June - | 17 June - 2 July. 
Morning, 23 June - | 9 July. 13 July - | 15 July - | 80 July. 
Morning, 21 July - | 6 August. 10 August - | 12 August - | 27 August. 
Morning, 18 Aug.- | 3 September.}] 7 September 9 September | 24 Sept. 
Morning, 15 Sept. - | 1 October. 5 October - | 7 October - | 22 October, 
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In the homeward direction the actual dates of sailing and 
arrival cannot be absolutely guaranteed, but the dates given in 
the foregoing table will be adhered to as closely as possible. 

Parcel mails will be made up on the afternoon of the 26th of 
April, the 24th of May, the 21st of June, the 19th of July, the 
16th of August, and the 13th of September. 


MAILS FOR THE FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


The following table shows the dates on which, during the next 
few months, the mails for the Falkland Islands, both direct from 
London and vié Punta Arenas by Pacific Packet, will be made 


up in London and will be due at Port Stanley :— 


Leave London. 


Leave Punta Arenas, 


Arrive at Stanley. 


Evening of— 
21 May - - - 
5 June - - - 
9 June (supplementary) - 
16 July - - 
31 July - - 
4 August (supplementary) - 
24 September - 
9 October - - 
13 October (supplementary) 
19 November - - 


13July - 


13 September - - 


13 November - - 


21 June. 

15 July. 

16 August. 

15 September. 
25 October. 
15 November. 


20 December. 


Parcel mails will be despatched only on the 21st of May, 
16th of July, 24th of September, and 19th of November. 


81194, 
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XXI.—STATISTICAL TABLES, 


I.—Foreicn TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

/ StaTEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Three Months ended 
31st March 1894, compared with the corresponding period of the 
year 1893. 

MontH ENDED 31st MARCH. 
I. Imports From ForeiGN CouNTRIES AND BritisH PossEssions. 


Month ended 
31st March 


1894, 1893. 


£ £ 
I. Animals, living (for food) - - 696,982 816,437 380,545 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 


11,093,892 | 77,674,465 - 580,573: 
, (B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- : 
able - - - 2,100,395 2,233,594 133,199" 
Tobacco, dutiable - - +! 232,967 241,962 9,695. 
III. Metals - - - 1,788,300 | 1,866,443 -- 78,113; 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning 
substances - 813,996 694,670 119,326 - 
VI. Raw materials fortextilemanufactures| 7,264,173 5,876,166 | 1,388,007 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 2,450,049 2,450,455 406° 
VIII. Manufactured articles - 6,526,560 6,465,820 60,740 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - 1,680,406 1,497 968 182,438 - 
(B.) Parcel post - 75,967 44,600 31,367 


Total Value - - - 


35,341,087 | 34,059,485 1,281,552 - 


II. Exports or British Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ 
‘ I, Animals, living) - 32,466 35,082 2,616, 
II. Articles of food and drink - oe 807,223 796,700 10,523 - 
TIL. Raw materials - 1,491,344 1,482,540 58,804 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - - 8,345,715 8,395,044 _ 49,329 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) : 2,241,893 2,810,024 = 568,131 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 1,039,324 1,192,860 | —_ 153,536 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 752,735 870,573 — 117,838 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations 827,841 917,165 89,324 
(F.) All other articles, either manw- ; P 
factured or partly manufactured 9,466,560! 9,899,766 433,206. 


(G.) Parcelpot - - 93,802 83,150 10,652 - 


Total Value - - - 


18,098,903 | 79,432,904 “= 1,334,001 


Ill. Exports or Foreign anp CoLoniaL Propuce. 


£ £ z £ 
Total Value 5,342,886 5,690,367 347,481 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UniTED Kinepom—cont. 


Turee Montus ENDED 3lst Marcu. 


I. Imports rrom Foreign Countrizs AND British POSSESSIONS. 


Three Months ended 
March 
Increase. | Decrease. 
1894. 1893. 
£ 
I, Animals, living (for food) - 7 1,678,813 1,185,498 493,320 — 
II. (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free =| 82,927,637 | 37,576,004 1,410,643 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - 5,855,848 | 5,889,373 33,465: 
Tobacco, dutiable - 579,431 721,616 142,185 
Ill. Metals - 5,044,412 5,099,076 54,664. 
IV. dyestuffs, and _ tanning 
ubstances 2,298,515 2,261,113 37,402 - 
Vv. ons - - - - - 1,793,323 1,917,073 123,750" 
VI. Raw materials for textilemanufactures | 27,853,035 | 20,677,853 | 7,241,682 _ 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries . 
and manufactures 7,640,947 | 6,796,879 844,135 
VIII. Manufactured articles - | 17,218,810 | 76,869,355 349,455 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 4,671,832 3,867,951 803,881 _ 
(B.) Parcel post - - 199,382 180,346 19,036 
Total Value | 107,761,985 | 96,976,495 | 10,845,490 


II. Exports or British AND Irish PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living - 80,987 95,378 14,326. 
II. Articles of food and drink . -| 2,308,925 | 2,296,077 7,908 “~ 
Ii, Raw materials -| 4,739,862 | 3,870,116 869,746 
IV, Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - 25,921,033 | 24,95¢,e45 968,788 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 6,436,916 7:744,680 -_ 1,307,714. 
(C.) Machinery and millwork - 3,026,051 8,041,077 15,020 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 2,371,057 2,625,999 _ 254,942. 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- , 
cinal preparations - 2,244,318 2,381,175 _- 136,857 
so ) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured -| 6,567,584 7319,375 - 751,791 
(G.) Parcel post 238,499 226,209 12,208 ~ 
Total Value - | 58,980,282 | 54,552,032 | 622,000 


Ill. Exrorts or AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


2 z 
Total Value _ | 14,741,249 | 76,209,248 1,467,999 


4 
H 
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II.—Corn Priocgs. 

Return of the QuaNTITIES sOLD and AveraGe Prices of Britisg 
Corn, ImpertaL MEeAsuRE, as received frum the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 

Periods. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
Quantities sold. 
| | 
Qrs. bus. | Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
} Week ended 3rd March 1894 - 46,837 2 37,196 5 15,414 0 
cas Ra -| 49,179 1 29,216 3 17,032 4 
— -| 40,485 3 | 25,502 5 14,273 4 
- | 40,343 3 | 16,283 6 10,512 1 
- | 81,875 6 | 9,646 3 6,271 5 
March 1894 - . - | 208,720 7 117,845 6 63,503 6 
Corresponding month in 1893 - | 218,271 8 | 215,609 7 59,805 2 
» » 1892 - | 295,019 7 | 223,674 3 53,784 6 
Average Prices. 
s. d, 
Week ended 3rd March 1894 - 24 3 27 «5 18 5 
24 3 27 0 18 4 
— 24 3 27 5 18 4 
24 4 26 11 18 1 
— ‘ 24 6 27 1 18 0 

March 1894 - - . 24 3 a 18 2 

February ,, - - - 25 0 2 5 48 

January ,, - - - 26 3 28 17 17:11 

December 1893 7 - - & 28 11 18 4 

November - - 27 29 74 18 2 

October - - 7 29 4 18 

September ,, . - - 26 3 27 6 17 9 

August a - - - 26 2 23 2 49 71 

July - - 26 7 24 4 

June 27 1 23 20 8 

May = 26 8 23 19 $ 

April - 25 1 24 10 18 6 

March 1593 = - - 24 10 25 2 18 @ 
1852 - - - 82 17 27 8 20 4 
1891 - - - 33 710 27 & 
o» 1899 - - - 29 9 30 6 18 6 
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IL].—Emieration.—Marcu 1894. 


Return of the Noumpers, Nationaities, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unirep Kinapom for Piaces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 3lst March 1894, and the 
Three Months ended 3ist March 1894, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


| 
British ave All will 
Uni Austral- | of Good 
Nationalities. States, | , North ada, Total. i 
America. Natal. | Places. woo 
| 1898. 
Month ended 31st March. 
English - e 3,793 1,450 542 1,057 552 7,394 11,5 9 
Scotch —— 565 242 59 121 86 1,073 2,247 
Irish ‘ -| 1,675 53 66 16 30 1,849 5452 
Total of British | 
origin - z 6,033 1,745 667 1,194 677 10,316 19,2/8 
Foreigners - ° 3,978 613 16 333 110 5,050 11,119 
distinguished ~ 5 278 283 32 
Total - -| 10,011 2,363 683 1,527 1,065 15,649 80,068 
Total 
hg 20,862 6,582 813 1,132 1,328 30,662 
Month, 1892 - 
Three Months ended 31st March. 
English - - ° 8,252 2,156 1,689 2,752 1,952 16,801 25,512 
Scotch - - - 1,120 242 183 268 280 2,093 4,108 
Irish - «| 2619 78 163 | 33 129 | 3022 | 482 
Total of British | 
origin sg) | 2476 | 2085 5053 | 21,916 
Foreigners - ‘ 7,531 913 29 | 758 350 9,381 18,549 
distinguished =} 8 10 
Total - = 19,325 3,399 2,064 3,811 3,569 32,168 58,547 
Total for corre- | | | : 
} 39,174 9,702 2,768 | 8472 3,857 58,547 
lonths, -) | | 


Norz.—The above tigures, being made up ai the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annuai Returns. 
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IV.—Aien 1894, 


Return of the Numsper of Avtens ihat arrived from the Continent at Ports* in the 
Unitep Kinepom, during, the Month and Three Months ended 31st March 1994 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year, ; 


(Compiled from the Attn Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4. c. 11. sect. 2.) 


| Gothenburg. 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, | erie Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, | Christiania, Dieppe. Continental Total, 


Bremerhaven.) and Antwerp. orts, 
| 


1894. | 7893. | 1894. | 7893. 1904 | 1993. | 1894, 


1893. 1804, | 1893. 1898, 


Month ended 31st March. 


route to America: t 


Aliens not stated to be en | . | 
Arrived at London - 584 544 265 215 108 142 _ _ 74 413 | 1,031 | 1,014 
» Grimsby -| 32| 44| 12] —| —| 
“ Hull - - 93 go 86 85 107 105 — — | 218 40| 504) 320 
 ynePorts-| 19| 206) — | — | 215| 461! 
i 40 82 50 84 7 16 118! 499 
»  Otherports-| 82) se} — | — | Gey 
Total -| 850| 567| 659) 712| sss, 1,012 | 826 | $3,793 | ty00y 
Aliens en route to America : | |: ie 
Arrived at 17| 140) 448) 877| 278) — 106 | 332) 838] 
» Hull 49 4| 521 456] 902) 4,066; — | — | 785! 2,830| 1788] 7 
Leith - -| 167, —| — —| —| 205| | “ony 
Other Ports - | — | 16 418 | 14 | 448 
Total -| 457| 647 | 2333 | 1,109] 4,597 — | — | 1106] 3,786 | 3377 | 9296 
Totalof Aliens en routeand j | 
of aliens not stated to be ¢| 1,807 | 7,435 | 1214) 7,887 | 1,751 | 5,246, 712 833 2,116 | 4,072! 7,100 | 13,478 
en route to Americat - 


| 


i 


Three Months ended 31st March. 


Aliens not stated to be en | 
route to America: ¢ 


| | 
Total No. - | 1,786 | 2,479 | 1,461 | 4,287 | 1,517 | 4,420 1,540 | 7,693 | 2,109 | 7,863 | $8,413 | ta,076 

Aliens en route to America : | | | 
Total No. 933 | 7,098 | 1217 | 2,966 | 1,836| 7,249 — | — | 1,629] 4,27 | 5,615 | 15,895 


| 
2,719 ase | 2,678 | 4,247 | 3,353 | 8,669 | 1,540 | 7,693 | | 6,384, $14,098 |t24,670 
| 


Note.—The above Return is in continuation of similar returns for previous years, but for convenience of reference 
the grouping of the foreign ports from which the immigrants come has been amended. The number of immigrants 
arriving at Newhaven, hitherto shown in foot-notes, is now shown in the Table, it being now possible to makea 
comparison month by month with the previous year. 

* The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 
Gl ww, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, ae, Harwich, Hull, Kirkealdy, Leith, Liverpool, London, 
Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West 
Hartlepool. The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck 
passengers, and persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

+ The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens em 
voute to America,” is due to the fact that the great majority of aliens who arrive from Continental ports are 
reported to beon the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby 
implied that the“ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in 
fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the aliens arriving from Continental ports 
return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 138, Sess. 1893, and Monthly 
Emigration Returns.) 

+ The number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of March 1894 was 1,189, and 1,041 in the same month of 1893; in the three months ended March 
of 1894 the number was 2,808, and in the same months of 1893, the number was 2,437, 


of aliens not stated to be 


Total of aliens en route be} 
en route to Americat - 


| 
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V.—BankruptToy.—ENGLAND AND WALES, 
Noumser of Receiving Orpers Gazetrep in the under-mentioned 
io] Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 
94, 
| Masih Three Months 
| ended Murch 
e. | 1894. | 7893. | 1894. | 1893. 
' No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted | 463 458 | 1,304 | 1,262 
ha Number gazetted in principal trades and | 
occupations :— 
Publicans and hotel Sagem, &e. -| 38 30 104 92 
— Farmers - 27 85 84 93 
Builders - - - | 31 24 82 og 
Grocers, &e. - | 29 24 76 
ai Bakers - - - - | 9 16 36 38 
4 Boot and shoe manufacturers and | 
588 dealers - - ~ - | 14 41 36 30 
ie Drapers, haberdashers, &e. ~~ 9 12 29 32 
— Butchers - 11 45 29 38 
027 Decorators, painters, plumbers, &e. =e 6 7 19 49 
Jewellers, watchmakers, 
bey silversmiths, &c. - 13 6 19 44 
1 Auctioneers - 4 6 av 4. 
Osh Coal and coke merchante and dealers - 8 5 17 43 
284 Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. - - 4 3 16 24 
448 Clerks, commercial and general - 5 2 16 a 
25 Agents, commission and general . 7 14 16 25 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c.  - 6 2 15 9 
Timber merchants and wood dealers - 3 3 14 4 
Clothiers, outfitters, &e. 2 4° 413 8 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers - 3 3 13 41 
Furniture dealers and makers - i 12 4 
Engineers and founders, &c. - . 3 4 12 8 
iio Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 
merchants and dealers 8 9 12 
inh Tobacconists, &c. - - - 5 3 12 2 
Merchants ~ - - - 2 4 11 43 
Ironmongers - - - 2 _ ll 2 
Provision merchants, &c. - - 4 li 
Travellers, commercial, &c. - 4 2 ll 9 
10 Confectioners - 4 4 11 8 
Carpenters and joiners - : 4 43 10 22 
Solicitors - 4 6 10 
ce Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses . 1 — 9 5 
ts Officers in Army - - - 1 2 9 4 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &e. 4 3 9 43 
Restaurant, coffee, and 
keepers - - 1 8 6 
ok Gardeners, florists, &c, - - 2 8 
Saddlers and harness makers = - 3 4 8 6 
“ Woollen merchants, manufacturers, ke. 3 _ 8 3 
7 ‘Carriage, &c. builders - 3 4 8 2 
‘Carriers, carmen, lightermen, oud 
hauliers - - - 4 2 8 6 
y Milliners, dressmakers, &c. a - 5 6 8 9 
Lo General dealers - - - 3 4 7 12 
h Cattle and pig dealers - - 3 2 7 5 
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March 


| 


Three Months 
ended March 


1894. 


1893. 


1894. 


1893. 


Number gazetted in principal trades and 


occupations—cont. 
Lodging-house keepers - 
Brokers, stock and share - - 
Printers and publishers - 
Chemists, druggists, and 
mauufucturers - - 
Millers 
Clerks in holy orders 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 
Agents, ‘financial - - 
Wine and spirit merchants, &e. - 
Stationers - - 
Wheelwrights 
Stone, marble, and senamentel masons 
Contractors - - 
Directors and promoters el public 
companies - - 
Hairdressers - - 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - 
Booksellers and publishers = - 
China, glass, and wapaen, &e. 
dealers - 
Cab, coach. and omnibus proprietors 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. - 
Brewers and beer merchants - 
Architects and surveyors - 


m 


| 


Vi.—Export or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Retcry of the Numper of AnIMALS exported from IRELAND to GREAT 


Britain during the Month 


ended 3lst 


March 1894, and 


during the first Three Months of the Year 1894, compared with 
the corresponding Periods of the Year 1893. 


Three Months 

1894. | 7893. | 1894. | 1893. 

| No. | No. No. No. 

Cattle - - 38,517 | 184,128 | 774,537 
Shep - 12,284 | 719,743 | 59,765 | 82,443 
Sales = | 65,182 | 49,267 | 174,664 | 137,924 
Goats ‘ 632 212 691 364 
Horses - - 2,698! 7,984! 5,584] 5,700 
Mules or Jennets - - _ 3 4 8 
Asses . - - ~ ~ 22 | 46 42 55 
182,335 | 105,772 | 374,828 340,434 


| | 
| 
No. | 
6 
[ 2 6 
1 6 
| 
| 3 
4 


April 1894.) STATISTICAL TABLES. 505 


VIIL.—FisHery StTaristics.—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 
SraTEMENT of the ToraL Quantity and VALuvE of the Fisi returned 
as landed on the and Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March 
1894, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1893. 


Three Months ended 
March | arch 
1894, 1893. 


QuaNTITY. 


1894, | 1893. 


| 


Owts, | Cwts, ||  Cwts | Cwte, 
Brill - 1,410 1,768 4,307 5,157 
Soles - - 5,432 5, 18,141 | 19,974 
Turbot xe 6,940 5,316 16,639. | 16,092 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished - 1,721 2,603 | 5,350 | 8,160 
Total prime fish 14,603 14,723 | 44487 | 47,888 
Cod 3 =| 63,018 60,333 '| 188,023 133,426 
Haddock 156,537 167,5@2 || 498,331 | 527,367 
ake 1,663 4,096 6476 | 11,482 
Halibut - 6,103 5,501 10, 10,146 
Herrings 6,215 4909 23,977 13,114 
Li 14,002 14,508 | 29,194 | 
Mackerel 13,472 19,518 | 13,580 | 19,825 
Pilchards 76 1,068 983 9,094 
Plaice - 63,598 56,751 170,068 | 182,049 
Total 419836 | 447,066 || 1,177,643 | 7,240,544 
Shell fish :— No. No. | No. No. 
Crabs 189,798 548,795 271,101 752,178 
Lobsters 42,899 66,441 69 99,502 
Oysters - | 2,231,000 2,608,000 6,737,000 7,495,000 
Cwts. Cuts. || Cwts. Cwts. 
Other shell fish 52,761 64,803 || 130,190 146,780 
VALUE. 
e e £ £ 
Brill - 4,431 5,499 13,367 14,989 
Soles 42,865 | 44,058 133,052 133,340 
Tubot -| 30,114 | 94,989 79,265 70,564 
Prime fish, not separately distinguished  - 4,824 8,004 13,032 22,604 
Total prime fish ae ee 82,234 82,500 238,716 241,497 
Coa : 44,731 46,987 105,082 104,807 
Haddock 101,902 170,482 || 382,452 305,309 
e 1,862 | 6,145 10,831 
Halibut - - - 16,634 | 18,498 28,961 27 
Herrings 1220 | 4,467 || 5,708 4,567 
Lin; 10,533 11,890 22,508 25,155 
Mackerel - - - - - 16,073 | 21,549 16,238 22,277 
Pile - 101 | 215 258 2 
Plaice 68,582 71,061 211,213 224,898 
ish not separately distinguis excep | 
d, 57.495 (64,887 |) 161,076 | 166,981 
Total - =| 401,884 429,839 || 1,129,716 | 7,139,888 
Lobsters - 2,010 | 3,008 3,263 
Uysters 6,838 8,346 23,121 25,230 
Other shell fish 14,821 17,236 34,517 387,782 
Total -| 26,802 | 38,548 64,653 74558 
Total value of fish landed “| 427,686 | 468,882 1,194,369 1,218,884 


NorTE.—The above figures are yy to correction in the Annual Returns, The values given 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place, 
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VIIL—Fisuery Sratistics.—ScorLanp. 
Statement of the Totat Quantity and Va of the Fisu returned 

as landed on the Scotcn Coasts during the Month and Three 
Months ended 31st March 1894, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1893. 
| Three Months ended 
March | Starch 
1894, | 1893. i 1894. | 1893. 
QUANTITY. 
Owts, Cuts. | Cuts. 
Soles (Lemo: 1347 2.726 
— $07 593 
46,611 43,677 | 100,072 98,718 
73,347 75,184 188,736 256,910 
Halibut - 3,902 4484 4,635 5,436 
48,832 123,915 277,516 
Lin = At 32,398 23,542 | 49,985 43,770 
Mackerel 5277 “3854 | 10,589 
1 Fish) - 5, 43, 
(Goal Fisch) 12,698 13,419 | 1837 22,554 
Torsk (Tusk) - 720 910 72 4,139 
Whiting 3,721 2,384 7,936 6,790 
Fish not se tely distinguis'! r 18,02 
Joel = 26000 234,998 550,159 779,007 
= No. No. No. 
| 68,555 222,708 160,594 228 
Clam é = : 2,257 7589 
16,058 23,547 | 50,432 69,082 
Other shell fish 9,999 8,645 | 18,909 19,608 
VALUE. 
& & 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - ie 3,494 3,008 6,614 6,814 
Turbot - - - 1,211 1,038% 2,364 3,330 
Cod 22,706 20,624 54,384 47,012 
Eel - 1,329 1,335 2,577 2,698 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - . 5,027 5,563 15,396 15,777 
fladdock - - 42,624 45,777 121,810 148,741 
Selibut - - -| 5486 6.927 
erri - - - - 11,043 27,52 58,542 
- 11,440 8,570 18/551 16,378 
ere] - - - -| 1 14 s 
Saith (Coal Fish) - - -f 909 859 | 2,023 2,142 
Skate - 3,166 2,809 4,832 
Sparling - - ar 30 53 214 304 
Sprats_ - - - 41 16 392 88 
Torsk (Tusk) - - -! 162 179 175 23st 
tel hed, 2,028 1,079 4,833 4,492 
ish not se istinguis 
except shell fish 2,263 1,671 5,537 5,600 
Total 107,701 110,206 | 274,176 318,584 
Shell Fish :— 
Crabs’ - - - - 409 1,299 854 2,328 
Lobsters - 5 2.318 4,845 5,844 
Oysters - - | 247 239 480 660 
Clams - 416 1,091 1,004 
Mussels - - - - 920 1,948 2,832 3,700 
Otner shell fish - 1,976 1,602 3,529 8,437 
Totai - - - 6,203 6,989 13,631 17,033 
Total value of fish landed 113,904 119,195 287,807 | 335,674 


NortzE.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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IX.—FisHery 


Sratement of the ToraL Quantity and Vatue of the Fisa returned 
as landed on the Irtsu Coasts during the Month and Three Months 
ended 31st March 1894, compared with the corresponding 


Periods of the Year 1893. 


March | 
— i} 
1894. | 1893. 1894. | 1893. 
| QUANTITY. 
 Owts. Cwls. | Cwts. Cwts. 
Turbot + 72 175 | 224 443 
Total prime fish 323 | 586 | 665 1,205 
| } 
- - - 451 
Mackerel ° 219 “37 219 
iting ed 1,464 2,469 3,995 6,823 
not, separately distinguished, | 3,164 7,820 15,751 13,916 
Total - - 22,273 26,444 70,322 60,448" 
Shell fish :-— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs - 2,790 6,860 5,784 9.740 
| Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. ts 
Other shell fish 1,205 2,008 2,928 5,404 
VALUE. 
7 
£ £ 
Soles 1,443 1,531 2,115 2,957 
Turbot 297 676 917 1,076 
Total prime fish - . 1,740 2,007 | 3,082 4627 
Beddock 1588 | 4,685 ‘fos 
é soe | 616 
e - - - 169 86 
hiting - : 814 1,436 2,102 2,959 
Fish not, separately distinguished, , except} 1,246 | 2,551 4,221 5,607 
Total - 10,543 12,774 | 27,341 30,630 
Bhell fish :— | 
her shell fish 254 337 | 550 753 
‘ 2,005 1,209 2,781 2,443 
Total value of fish landed - | 12,548 13,983 30,122 82,773 


Norte.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, The val 
are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. oe 
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Rrturn of the Numser of Bares of Cotron Importep and Exrortep 


X.-—Corron Returns.—Marcu 1894. 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


{April 1894. 


ForwWARDED from Ports to Intanp Towns, and Returnep to 
Ports during the Month and Three Months ended March 1894, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1893. 


Month of | Three months ended 
March March 
1894. 1893. | 1894. | 1893. 
ImMPoRTS. 
No. No. No. No. 
American : . 298,601 136,776 1,237,530 534,148 
Brazilian ~ . - 30,987 17,553 115,519 75,739 
East Indian - - 22,474 10,137 43,436 27,790 
tian - - - 40,371 22,479 137,510 90,260 
Miscellaneous - 6,029 5,157 15,928 36,506 
Total - - 398,462 192,122 1,549,923 764,443 
Exports. 
American . - 10,403 13,847 53,100 58,057 
Brazilian - - - 360 100 3,113 1,300 
Fast Indian - - 7,526 6,837 18,927 22,504 
Egyptian - - 5,288 3,454 13,461 15,675 
Miscellaneous - - 2,716 4,253 6,596 14,398 
Total - - 26,293 28 ;485 95,137 111,928 
ForwakpeEp from Ports to InLtanp Towns. 
American -| 228,151 147,116 696,200 457 804 
Brazilian - - 20,768 13,382 69,686 53,537 
East Indian - - 7,043 4,108 15,758 14478 
Egyptian - 27,924 22,895 96,818 74,497 
Miscellaneous - - 9,231 5,540 30,149 16,845 
Total - - 288,117 193,041 908,611 617,156 
ForWARDED from InLAND Towns to Ports. 
| 
American - - 149 53 |) 579 38 
Hast Indian - - = 
104 
ellaneous - 98 1 168 104 
Total - - 247 54 747 752 


= 


April 1894.} STATISTICAL TABLES. 509 


XI.—PeriopicAL RETURNS OF ImporTs AND Exports. 


Srarement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Counrriks in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s. ; Franc = 9,°,d. , Lira = 9,%,d.; Gulden=1s. 8d. ; 
Drachma = 9,8,d.; Leu. = 9;%d.; L. Egyptian = 1/. Os. 10d., 
Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Inports. 


| Aggregate for Period of the 
Latest Value for the Month. | Year,including latest Month. 
Name of Country. | wonth. 
1893. | 1992, 1898. | 1892. 
Russia in Europe Nov. - Roubles 36,881,000 | 53,146,070 | 387,801,000 841,178,000 
(1894) 1898) | (1894) (7893) 
France - -| Feb. -/| Frs. 433,910,000 | 818,000 844,912,000 608,271,000 
93) | (1892) | 1893 (7892) 
| 


18 
I - - -| Dec. -| Lire ~- 114,780,000 | 725,839,000 
(1894) | 


Jan. - Gulden 57,647,000 | 49,748,000 | 
Austria-Hungary -{| 56,529,000 | 63,299,000 | 114,176,000 | 703,047,000 
(1893) (7892) | (1893) (1892 
Greece - - | Dec. - | Drchms. 8,875,000 | 70,487,000 || 91,485,000 119,300,000 
Roumania - June -! Lei 83,373,000 | 29,368,000 211,652,000 | 797,045,000 


(1893) 
; 1,190,148,000 | 7,778,39¢,000 
; (1894) (7898) 


~ 
~ 


Dec. - | L. Egypt. 790,000 911,000 | 8,592,000 8,990,000 
Egypt - -{ | (1894) | (7898) (1894) (7898) 
Jan. -| 830,000 | 760,000 
| 
United States -| Jan. Dollars - 52,408,000 | 75,168,000 | 
(1893) (4 (1898) (1892) 
Mexico - - | Sept. - 2,291,000, 8,769,000 


| (1894) (1893) | (1894) (1898) 
British Indiat - -| Jan. - Rupees - 7,22,97,474 | 5,80,88,033 60,30,34,334 | 51,85,88,004 


Il.—Exports. 


| (1893) (1892) (1898) | (7898) 
Russiain Europe - | Nov. -| Roubles 63,884,000 | 53,327,000 |, 537,314,000 | 431,063,000 
| (1894) (7893) | (1894) | (7893) 
France - -| Feb. -| Frs.  - 247,534,000 | 252,672,009 456,190,000 475,878,000 
(1893) (7892) (1893) (7892) 
Italy - - Dec. -| Lire - | 
1893 H 1893) 
Jan. Gulden 51,739,000 | 49,478,000 | | 
Austria-Hungary Feb, -| » 54,723,000 | 54,875,000 || 106,462,000, 104,0/1,000 
| (1893) 1892) (1893) 
Greece | Dec. Drchms. 6,478,000 | 5,957,000 | 88,034,000 82,261,000 
Rowmania - Sune -| Lei 48,821,000 | 28,008,000 144,370,000 | 90,102,000 
Dec. - | L. Egypt. wey” ies 
Jan. - 1,861,000 | = 
United States - | Jan. -| Dollars- 85,937,000 | 7,674,000 | 
| (1893) | 6(7892) | (1893) (1892) 
Mexico - - | Sept. - 6,102,000 6,162,060 | ° | 


| (1894) (7898) (1894) | (1893) 
British Indiat Jan. -| Rupees 19,66,65,633 | 85,85,74,784 


The above figures are subject to revision in the A l Returns. 


Norts.—The res are those of the “special” impor/s and except inthe case of 
Roumania, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.’ 

“Special ’ means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption, in the case of 
exports, exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* Not distinguished. 

t The aggregate 


figures are for the tinancial year commencing 1st April. 
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XII—Foreten Trapve or Inpra. 


Imports and Exports into and from Britisu Inp1A. 


Imports from Forei: Exports to Forei 
Countries. PCountri ries.* 
a Ten Months ended Ten Months ended 
3ist January 3ist January 
1893-4. 1892-3. 1893-4, 1892-3. 
R. R. R. R. 
I.—Animals—living - 29,97,053 29,31,806 8,90,365 10,36,085 
I1.—Articles of food and drink -| 7,16,77,789 6,53,58,514 | 21,84,91,041 | 23,87,54,882 
Metals, and Manufactures of— 
A—Hardware and Cutlery 
(including piated-ware) | 1,10,04,353 834,624 66,743 80,246- 
B—Metals  - - 5,11,76,700 |  4,30,94,524 5,75,335 5,42,587 
C.—Machinery and mill-work | 2,16,39,222 1,87,96,226 540 2,690 
D.—Railwa: lant and 
(other than 
Government storesj - 94,42,991 80,99,658 
IV.—Chemicals, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyemg 
and tanning rials -| 1,57,77524 1,32,08,127 | 10,97,15,376 | 72,44,40,070 
V.—Oils - 2,50,40,484 2,77,77,572 48,15,325 51,66,778 
VI. materials and unmanu- 
articles - - | 3,32,11,589 293,717,824 | 36,39,05,378 | 30,57,84,e32 
VIlI.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
A—Yayrns «nd textile fabrics! 29,25,42,696 | 24,74,89,962 8,24,12,091 9,65,45,872 
B.—Apparel - - 1,36,08,173 116,009,174 10,40,088 11,01,847 
€.—Other articles manu- 
factured ad 5,49,15,760 4:7086,119 4,13,35,667 8,68,56,070 
ToTaL 60,30,34,334 51,85,88,064 82,27,47,949 80,92,10,809 


* Exports of Indian Produce and Manufacture only. 
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LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. 
ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1894, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price. 
1320 | Baghdad and Bussorah - ld. 
1321 | Rio de Janeiro - 3d. 
1322 | Reunion - - : 
1823 | Berne - - ld. 
1324 | Kinkang - - d. 
1325 | Resht - «| 
1326 | Florence - - - - - « ld. | 
1327 | Tokio - - 1d. 
1328 | Paris - - - od. 
1329 | Paramaribo - - - lid. 
1330 | St. Petersburg - - - = -| add. 
1331 | Patras - - - lid. 
1332 Calais ~ - - - aid. 
13383 | Loanda - - - - ld. 
1334 | Bordeaux - - - - 24d. 
1335 | Taganrog - - - - - - ld. 
1336 | Galveston - - - - - -| 83d. - 
1237 | Riga - - - od. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above mentioned sources: — 


No. | Price. 


311 | Germany.—Report on the Regulations respecting the Manu- 


facture of Lucifer Matches in Germany and Prussia . 4d. o 
312 | Germany.—Report on Life Insurance in Germany 4d. 
313 | Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Plum Trade of Bosnia for 
the year 1893 - 4d. 
314 | United States.—Report on the close of the World’s ‘Colombian 
Exposition at Chieago - - - - | 24d. 
815 | Japan.—Report on Japanese Currency ld. 


316 | Germany.—Précis of Memoranda laid before the Reichstag 
respecting the German South-West African and East 


African Protectorates -| Idd. 
817 | Corea.— Report on the Cultivation of Cotton i in Corea . d.. 
318 | Corea.—Report on the Commercial Condition of the Ports of 

Fusan and Wénsan 1d.. 


319 | France.—Report on the Cultivation of Vanilla i in Tahiti -| 2d 
320 | Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Sugar Industry in Bosnia - qq. 
321 | United States,—Report on the Coal Mines of West Virginia - | 14d 
322 , Columbia.—Report on the Cultivation of Cacao, Bananas, 
and India-rubber Districts naming the Sierra Nevada of 


Santa Marta - 
323 | Argentine Republic. —Report on Baron Hirsch’s. Jew ish 

Colonisation Scheme 4d. 
324 | United States—Further Report on Liquor Traffic Legislation 

in the United States since 1889 . 4id. 
325 | Germany. an on the of Liability in 

Germany 21d. 


326 | United States. —Report on Tea Raising i in South Carolina - td. 


i 
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LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Colony. Colony. 


St. Helena 

Sierra Leone ~ 
Jamaica - - 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Newfoundland - 
British New Guinea 


| Mauritius 


| Newfoundland 
| Jamaica 
| Victoria 
| British New Guinea 
| St. Vincent - 
Bermuda 
Seychelles and Rodri- 
Gambia 
Barbados - 
| Turks Island 
Bahamas - 
| Fiji - 
chelles - 
British Bechuanaland 
Malta - - 


British Hondums 
Turks and Caicos Islan 
Gibraltar - 
Leeward Islands 
Bahamas 
Trinidad and 
Malta - - 
Gambia - 
Straits Settlements 
Grenada - 
Barbados - 
St. Vincent 

Hong Kong - 
St. Lucia - 
Falkland Islands 
Gold Coast - 
Basutoland 

Ceylon - 
Zululand 
Mauritius - 
Labuan - 
British Honduras 
Lagos - 

Sierra Leone 

Fiji - 

Rodrigues 

189 | St. Helena 


| Gibraltar - 

' Falkland Islands 
Leeward Islands 
Grenada - 

St. Lucia - 

| Labuan - - 

. British Guiana 
Zululand - - 
Mauritius - 

| Lagos - - - 
Straits Settlements 
Ceylon - 

‘ Natal - - 
Basutoland 


1892-93 
1892 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Subject. 


Economic Agriculture. 
| Forests. 
| Geology and Botany. 
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ANNUAL. 
No. | | Year, 
27 - | 1890 63 | 1891 
28 | Gambia - - - ” 64 | ps 
29 | Hong Kong - - ” 65 | 1891-92 
30 | Ceylon z -| 18891} 66 | 1891 
31 | Lagos ” 67.) ” 
32 | Lagos - -| 1890 68 | 1891-92 
33 » -69 | 1891 
34 70 | Rodrigues’ - - 4 
35 - |1889-91]] -71 | Bermuda - —- | 1892 
36 - | 1891 i 
37 > | 
38 1890 
39 | 1892 i 
40 ” 
| ” 
41 
42 
43 | ” 
44 
45 ” ‘ 
” 
50 
52 
54 = | ” 
58 | ” 
59 
62 | 
No. | Colony. 
1 | Gold Coast - : : 
2 Zululand - - } toe 
3 | Sierra Leone - 


